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OBSERVATIONS 


Upon the | 


KINGS 


TWO 


DECLARATIONS 


Given at 


St. GERMAINS 


In Laye the Second of April, 1666. 


The one, concerning the Affairs of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Reli- 
gion. 


The other, Entituled againſt the Relapſed and Blaſphemers. 


The Preface of the Firſt Declaration, 


EWIS, By the Grace of God, King of France and Navarr, 7o all 
thoſe to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. Our greateſt 
tare ſince we came unto the Crown hath been to maintain our Catho- 
lick Subjetts, and thoſe that be of the pretended Reformed Religion 
in perfett Peace and Trangattey, obſerving exaitly the Fditt of 

Nantes, and that of the Year 1629. But although the Laws foreſee thoſe Caſes 
which happen more ordinarily, ſo as to apply thereto neceſſary pre-cautions ,, yet ſee- 
ing a multiplicity of Afﬀions which daily occurr, cannot be reduced toone cer- 
tainrule ; It was therefore neceſſary to make particular proviſions  aſſoon as diffi- 
culties of any ſort did occaſionally ariſe, and therein to make Fudgement and De- 
cifion by the ordinary Rules and Forms of Fuſftice : Which thing hath 'mede way 
for many Decrees made in our Council\, and ſundry others paſſed in our 
Chambers of the Fdiit, of which there' having been no publick notice given, our 
Stbjefts have found themſelves often ingaged in Suites and Conteſtations, which 
they might have then avoided, if they had known that the like queſtions had beer 
already decided by former Fudgements :  Inſomuch that for preventing the like in- 


conveniencies, and to nouriſh Peace and Amity amonej? our Subjeits; as well Ca- 
: tholicks 


[.»$ ] 
tholicks as thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion, the Arch-Biſhops , Biſbeps, 
and other Fecleſiaſtick Deputies in the General Aſſembly of the Clergy, which is 
held at preſent by our permiſſion in our good City of Paris, have very inſtantly be. 
ſought us to reduce the ſaid Deciſions into one ſingle declaration, adjoyning thereunto 
certain Articles rouching forme At ions thereupon prog tothe end that the 
whole may be made more. notorious dnd publics to all our Subjefft ; intl that by 
this means they having no cauſe to pretend Jand#fajite, my conform themſelves 
thereto, and cauſe to ceaſe the diſcords. and ultercations which may ariſe on ſuch 
like aitions ; and that what hat beef Filped and decided by the ſaid Decrees, 
may be for ever confirmed and eſtabliſhed, and may be put in Execution as « Law 
inviolable. For theſe cauſed with the advice ot our Citnſel, and of our cert «in 
knowledge , full power aud authority Royaly He have by theſe Preſents ſigned with 
our hand, ſaid, and declared, ſay and autre, He , and it is onr Pleaſure 
that the ſaid Decrees made th our Conpſell, be kept and bhſerved according to their 


form and tenour, in ſuch manner. 


— 
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Obſervations upon this Preface. 


| F this Declargtion, which c6ntaias fifty fine Articles, had hurt them of the preten- 
ded Reformed Religion only in p6intsof Commodity and Conyeniefice ; they have 
ſo mech reſpect for whatſoeyer bears the Auguſt name of their Soveraign, they would 
have contained themſelves in jfilence, and not haye troubled by the importunity of 
their Complaints, the ſatisfation which this great Monarch doth injoy in the ſweets of 
Peace and proſperities of his Eſtate. But the deplorable extremity to which they ſec 
themſelyes to be reduced, doth forcibly draw from them whether they will or no,thole 
groans which they would have ſtifled if their Sorrows had not been extreme. For this 
Declaration which they eſteem as the greateſt and moſt rigorous blow, by which they 
could be ſmitten ; like a clap of Thunder, doth throw them into the greateſt tercors, 
and doth not ſuffer them to be ſilent : And it ſeems tothem that they ſhould make them- 
ſelves Criminals, if upon this fo preſſmg an occaſion, which threatens their Goods, 
their Honours, their Families, their Lives, and which is yet more and more dear unto 
them, their Religion, and the Liberty of their Conſciences, they ſhould not 
cauſe their ſad voice to be heard by his Majeſty, for that were no other than to teſtify 
an injurious diſtrult, as if his Juſtice and his Royal proteCtion could be wanting to his 
miſerable Subjefts, who come to proſtrate themſelves at the feet of this extraordinary 
Prince, given of God expreſly for this end, that he might do good unto men, and that 
his Scepter, no leſs Juſt than Puiſlant, might be the Sanftuary of afflifted Innocence. 
So thar it isnot only their neceſſity but their fence of their Daty it ſelf, which gives them 
of the pretended Reformed Religion the boldnefs'to addreſs themſelves unto the King, 
to demand of him with all profound Humility , the revocation of an Ordinance, 
which is not properly his own work, but of them of the Clergy who have ſuggeſted 
it. 

Kings have alwayes at the higheſt point of their Grandeur and of their Puiſſance, 
made no difficulty to change their moſt abſolute Oders, when they have been cauſed to 
underſtand that they had been ſurpriſed. And yet even from this alſo they have recei- 
vedGlory ; becauſe to give Laws, is only” to rule ayer others. but to revoke thoſe, 
which Perſons intereſſed have impoſed upon the Spirit of the Prince, is to Reign over 
Himſelf; and this is the means-by which Soveraign Force may make it (elf to be ac- 
knowledged through all the World as truly worthy of Empire, if the love of Ju- 
ſtice be more powerfull in his heart than that of his Soveraign Authority. There is 
then reafon to hope for theſe generous ſentiments, from a King whoſe Soul is yet more 
noble than the Crown it ſelf which he wears; and whoſe reſolution hath already begun 
to diſplay it ſelf in naming Commiſſioners of the higheſt dignity to review the Decla- 
ration now in debate. Which is a Piece that appears ſo many ſtrange wayes, that they 
themſelves who made it would confefs it to be fo, if they could but for ſome moments 
of time deveſt themſelyes of their prejudice. 


1. Firſt 
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1. Firſt of all, the Declaration ſets forth, That it was granted at the requeſt, and 
upon the very inſtant Jupplications of the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſt« 
cal Deputies m the Aſembly of the Clergy. Which had it not been ſo clearly expreſſed, 
might neyertheleſs have been calily known by reading the Memoires of the Clergy, thoſe 
publick Memoires which were Printed in the Year one thouſand ſix hundred and fixty fix. 
For all the ſame things which were remarkable, and which the Clergy pretended to at 
that time : all the demands which they made; all the Decrees they propoſed to them- 
ſelves to obtain, are found in the Articles of this Declaration. In regard whereof they 
can be looked upon no otherwiſe than as the Execution of thoſe 1o deſtructive Me- 
moires, ſince therein may be ſeen all the prerentions of the Clergy turned into form of 
Rules, and Ordinances. 

11. Beſides, who elſe but the Eccleſiaſticks, that is to ſay, moſt paſſionate Parties, 
could eyer haye conceived that thought which they had, and which they have by ſur- 
prize cauſed to be ſet in the Preface of this Declaration, where it is ſaid, chat what 
hath been judged and decided by the Decrees of the Comnſell, ſhould be confirmed and eſt abliſhed 
for ever, and be executed as a Law inviolable. For to deſire that the Decrees in generall 
made in Counſel, that is to fay, Decrees whereof many were given upon a Peti- 
tion only, and without Cognifance of the Cauſe; or upon particular Aftions and up- 
on circumſtances extraordinary, ſnould paſs into a Law inviolable throughout the Realm, 
certainly is a thing that cannot eaſily be conceived. There is no thing more com- 
mon than to ſee the Decrees of the Counſel annulled by others ſubſequent, becauſe the 
King being better informed of the State and truth of things, Wills that the Rights 
of Juſtice ſhou!d be maintained on the ſame Tribunal where the artifice of the Parties 
would have given it ſome defeat; Decrees being indeed no Rules of the Law, but on 
the contrary, the Law the true Rule of Decrees. 

III. The Form and Tenure of the Articles makes it no lefs clear that the 
Declaration was a ſarprize. For they are all prejudicial to the Pretended Reformed 
Religion. And in the mean time the King in the beginning of the Preface doth 
ſay expreſlly, that his preateſt care ſince his coming to the Crown, hath been to main- 
tain his Catholick, Subjeits and thoſe of the Petended _—_ Religion in perfeit Peace 
and Tranquility: And a few lines after, that the deſign of this Declaration was 
to nouriſh Peace and Amity amongſt his Majeſties Subjetts as well Catholicks as thoſe 
of the Pretended Reformed Religion. In purſuance of this deſign truly worthy the 
Juſtice ard Goodneſs of the King, the Declaration ought to have been conceived in 
{uch ſort,that in giving fatisfaftion to the one, ſome regard might haye been had at leaſt 
of the weal and ſubſiſtence of the other ;, and that not only they of the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion,but they alſoof the Pretended Reformed Religion might have found there- 
in ſome matter of contentment. Bur contrary to this ſo a a Maxim,this whole De- 
claration is to the diſadvantage of the latter; and fo far from being proper to nouriſh 
Peace and Amity that it can ſerve for nothing elſe but to beget eternal troubles and di- 
viſions. This is one manifeſt proof that it was neither the King nor his Counſell that 
formed this Declaration, not only ſo partial but ſo openly contrary to ſo conſiderable 
a party of his Majeſties Sabjefts. For Kings have not been wont to deal after this 
manner in the Regulations which they make for the union and repoſe of the perſons 
whoſe differences they would appeaſe. They do alwayes conſerve the intereſt of the 
one part with the other betwixt whom they ſeek to eſtabliſh Concord and good Under- 
ſtanding. The Edit of Nantes hath been conceived by this true Spirit of Royalty. 
For it propounds ſo to regulate the Affairs of thoſe of the Catholick, Apoſtolick and 
Roman Religion and thole of the pretended Reformed Religion, that both che one and 
the other might find therein ſome cauſe tobe contented. And allo for the compoſing thereof 
Herry the Great called unto his perſon, the moſt prudent and beſt qualified of the two 
Religions, that he might confer with them. He received their Bills, he hearkned to 
their Complaints and to their Remonſtrances, tothe end he might not be ſurprized 
in any point. But here they of the pretended Reformed Religion were neither heard 
nor called; the Eccleſiaſticks only in this ( rencounter) had the honour to approach 
unto the perſon of the King; and having diſguiſed matters unto him according to the 
dictates of their paſſion, they have impoſed upon him ſiniſter impreſſions to the preju- 
dice of the truth, to the end they might cauſe him to ſet forth a Declaration 
which they had a long time before framed in their own boſoms. It is then the Clergy 
who have ſuggeſted it through the motives of their hatred againſt them of the pretend- 
ed Reformed Religion, and who were deſirous therein to accumulate all things wharſo- 
ever their paſſion could enable them to imagine, as moſt proper to atchieve their over- 
throw and ruine. 


I V. But 
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| V; Bat that which renders this ſurprize in every refpeCt ſenſible and palpable, is 
the publick proteſtation which the King makes in the entrance of this Declaration, that 
lie will obſerve exaitly rhe Edith of Nantes and that of 16 29. for it will be found that this 
Leclaration 1s fo very far from exactly obferying thoſe Edicts fo authoriſed,thart it repeals 
them in many of its Articles; ſo that none can doubt but that it is contrary to the in- 
tention of his Majeſty, and that they who have obtained it have ſurpriſed him in the 
lincerity of his heart. For where 1s the perſon ſo raſh or ſo wicked, asto dare to ſay 
that the King doth indeed protelt that he will obſerve the Edict of Nantes, but that 
notwithſtanding it 1s not his intention ? "They are none but the enemies of France and of 
the glory of our illuſtrious Monarch who can make ſuch diſcourſes. They of the pre- 
tended Reformed Religion who arereſolyed to live and die in the reſpefts which they 
owe unto his Sacred Majeſty, can never have ſuch a ſuſpicion of (o admirable a Prince, 
and the Grand-Child of Henry the Great. For that great Heroe who hath tranſmitted 
unto him his Vertues with his Blood, gives us very well to underſtand that his polte- 
rity are nacapable of any ſuch procedure, when he pronounces theſe generous words 
which the Hiſtory hath preſerved and he addreſled in fo firm a tone to them of the Par- 
liament of Paris about the matter of the Edit of Nantes. I find 
Mathieu m the Hiſto- 54 wor ood, faith he, ro sntend one thing and write another, and if an 
oe eary he fourth ave Fo ſo, I will not do the ſame. Couſenage is altogether odious, but 
= moſt of all in a Prince, whoſe word ought to be unchangeable. 

The Succeſſor then and worthy Imitator of Henry the Great having given his Royal 
word,and willed himſelf that the Publick ſhould be thereof both depolitary and wit- 
neſs even of this his word, by which he hath engaged to obſerve exattly the E- 
dit of Nantes ; it cannot be denyed that all that whatſoever it be which claſhes with 
this perpetual and irreyocable Edict, 1s at the ſame time contrary untothe Will of his 
Royal Majeſty. Being then'it 1s fo, that almoſt in all the Articles of the Declaration of 
1666. there are contrarieties to the Edit, we muſt needs conclude that they are ſo 
many ſurprizes, of which his Majeſty will do right to his Juſtice by making a ſolemn 
revocation of the ſame. 

V. They who have contrived them believed that they had found a very ſpecious pre- 
t2xt under which they might procure them to paſs, when they repreſented to his Ma- 
jcſty that the Law could not foreſee all thoſe particular aftions which might occurrc in 
the ſucceſſion of time, and that therefore beſides the Edit of Nantes ſome other Decla» 
ration muſt be had, which might ſerve for a certain Rule. But this pretenſe is alſo 
another ſurprize. For the EdiCt it ſelf tiles it ſelf 2 general, perſpicuous, clear and abſo- 
lute Law, by which all thoſe of the one or the other Religion ſhould be regulated in all the diffc- 
rences which had befaln or ſhould hereafter occurr betwixt them. But for the ſull diſcovery 
of the vanity of this artificial pretext, they of the Pretended Reformed Religion main- 
tain, that this Declaration under the pretence of explicating and interpreting this E- 
dict,doth ruine it, and that the ſettlements of the one are the overturners of the other. 

Which thing will appear as clear as day by the following obſervations, which will 
give ns to ſee that the greater part of thoſe things which are contained in this long De- 
claration'are contrary to the EdiCt of Nantes, or if there be any which are not of that 
number, they are unprofitable Innovations, and which can ſerve for nothing unleſs it 
be ſecretly to dreſs a Trap for the Liherties of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Reli- 
gion. Theſeare the two Hinges upon which all theſe following remarks do rowl, and 
theſe two Principles do equally conclude to cauſe a revocation of this Declaration ; ſince 
that the Articles contrary to the Edict cannot accord with the intention of his Majeſty, 

and thoſe which are fruitleſs are unworthy to hold any rank in a Royal Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE 1. 


Prohibition to Preach any other where than in the places appoint- 
ed for that uſage. 


That the Miniſters may not make their Sermons in any other places than thoſe de: 
ſtinate to that uſage, and not in publick places on any pretext whatſoever. 


OBSERVATION, 


F this Article carried no other ſenſe than what appears in open view, they of the 
pretended Reformed Religion had found nothing to ſay unto it, ſeeing that they 
never pretended that it was permitted them to Preach in any publick place. But 
theſe laſt words which are read in the end of this Article under any Pretenſe whatſoever, 
are an Artifice which the Eccleſiaſticks have invented for to ruine the Liberty of thoſe 
of the pretended Reform2d Religion, and to authorize certain Decrees gotten of the 
Counſel; by ſurprize For they would joyn theſe terms, der what pretext ſoever it be, 
not to the ſecond clauſe of the Article where it ſpeaks of publick places, but to the 
firſt, which in general forbids to preach elſe-where than in places appointed for that 
ulage. So that by vertue of theſe words they will prohibit them who have petty Fees 
to cauſe Sermons to be made in their own houſes, where they have no Temples nor 
Places particularlv appointed for preaching : which notwithſtanding is contrary to the 
cighth Article of the Edict of Nantes, wherein the right of theſe Fees is formally eſta- 
blithed. And beſides, if a Temple fall to ruine, or is pulled down in ſome popular ſe- 
dition, or burnt by fire, they will pretend that they who have accuſtomed to hold their 
exerciſe in that place, cannot aſſemble in any near place, or Neighbour houſe untill 
ſuch times as the Temple is re-built, and if a Temple be made unacceſlible by a deluge 
of waters, or if the Plague, or Enemies, or any other Obſtacle hinder their approach 
thereunto; they will pretend the ſame thing, againſt Reaſon and Juſtice, and alſo againſt 
the Sixth Article of the particulars of the Edit .of Names. Finally, if they of the 
pretended Reformed Religion be obliged to transfer their Exerciſes for neceſlary rea- 
ſons, and there obſerve all conditions requiſite ; or if they Preach to their Aſſemblies 
in the Country in places uncovered where they have right ; they will thereupon raiſe 
Troubles and Suits in conſequence of this Article. This is the cauſe why they of the 
faid Religion do moſt humbly beſeech his Majeſty to revoke this Article as. tending to 
give occaſion to many vexing conteſtations,and contrary to the intention of the Edicts: 
or it will be necellary for removing all matters of vexation inſtead of theſe terms, #- 
der any pretext whatſoever, to employ theſe without intending notwithſtanding to do any pre- 
judice to the priviledge of the Fees; or to forbid in caſe of Hoſtility, Contagion or Fire, 
overflowing of Water, or Ruine, or other Lawfull cauſes to Preach in any Neighbour 
place, provided it be not a publick place, notwithſtanding any Decrees or Judgements 
made to the contrary. | 


AKTICLE.I1L 


Places of . Demeſine. 


That they of the pretended Reformed Religion aforeſaid may not eſtabliſh any 
Preachings in the places of their Demeſme which are adjudged unto themgunder pre- 
tence of any Priviledge annexed to Courts of High-Fuſtice contained withiti their 
ſaid adjudications. | 


his is forniully contrary to the ſeventh Article of the Edit of Nanres, by which 
—lt is allowed to all Lords, Gentlemen and other perſons of the Reformed Pretended Rehi- 
tien, havins right of High Tufice-Courts, or Tenure of Knights, whether as Proprietors, or 
as Uſufruttuaries only,to have the Exerciſe of Religion in their Houſes : Theſe words have re- 


ſp: to thoſe that obtain the Demeſme of the King as well as others, for they ate gene- 
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ral; they ſpeak of all perſons that have power of High Juſtice without any diſlinCtion ; 
and there 13 asto this point no difference betwixt thoſe that enjoy the right of High 
Juſtice by the King's Engagement, and thoſe that polleſs it as their own p; oper cſtare, 
becauſe the Morgagee enjoys all the Rights which depend on the Fee of which he is the 
Poſſelſor, until tach time as he is reimburſed. The liberty then of Publick Exerciſe 
being one of the Attributes of High Juſtice, and, of _the Fee of Knights Service ; it is 
but reaſon, that the Morgagee of the Domain, do enjoy it, during his poſleſſion. The 
Edict it {elf leaves noplace todoubr of this. For-in the Article we have now alledged, 
mention is made of thoſe that have High Juſtice, Whether as Proprietaries or Uſufr ultua- 
ries. Now the Polleffor of a Demain by Morgage is an UfufruCtuary : and by conſe. 
quent is compriſed expreſly in the Edit. Bur the thing will be entirely out of que- 
{tion, if we conſider the tenth Article of the Edit, where theſe words are read——$S9 
that the ſaid eft abl:ſhment be not hindred in ſuch places of Demain as have been given by the 
ſaid Edilt, Articles and Conferences for places of Bailiwicks, or which hereafter ſhall be, al- 
though they have been alienated heretofore, or ſhall be hereafter by perſons of the Catholick, A- 

ſtolick, Roman Religion. An exception which ſhews, that the places of the Demelnes 
are ſubjeCted to the 1ight of Exercile as well as others. And to the end that we might not 
ſuppolſ: that it was the intent of the EdiCtto be reſtrained to the places of Bayliwicks 
only ; this tenth Article proceeds thus However we do not underſtand, that the ſaid 
Exerciſe may be re-eſtabliſhed in places and ſeats of the ſaid Demain , which have been bere- 
tofore poſſeſſed by them of the ſaid P. R.R. which they did enjoy in conſideration of their per- 
ſons, or becaufe of their Fees, if thoſe Fees be found at preſent im the poſſeſſion of perſons of the 
ſaid Catholick Apoſtolick, and Roman Religion. An exception which doth evidently reſti- 
fie that Fees of Demain engaged follow in this reſpett the condition of others; which 
when they are withdrawn out of the hands of thoſe of the P. R. R. the Exerciſe cannot 
be any longer continued ; for that the privilege was perſonal, and affixed to the Fee : 
whence it follows, that according to the Edit, ſo long as the ſaid Fees are poſſeſſed by 
perſons of this Religion, the Exerciſes thereof ought to be freely made there, as in o- 
ther Fees of requiſite qualification. His Majeſty therefore out of the deſign which he 
hath to cauſe the Edict of Nantes to be obſerved, will be pleaſed to accord to the revoca- 
tion of this Article; as alſo in like manner toan evacuation of a Decree made in Coun- 
cil Fanxary 11, 1667; in which they of the P. R. R. are not only forbidden to 
Eſtabliſh any Preaching in the Place of Demain, which ſhall be adjudged unto them under pre- 
tence of Right of High Fuſtice compriſed within their Adjudications : But moreover in it 
they find another ſettlement, yet more rigorous, inas much as it import that When 
bis Majeſty accords to the right of High Juſtice in any of the Lands of thoſe of the P. R. R. 
there muſt be expreſs mention made in the erettion of thoſe Rights of High Juſtice, that the Exer- 
Ciſe of their Religion not be eſtabliſhed there nnder the pretext of that High Juſtice. A 
ſtrange ſurpriſe impoſed on the King, and we have cauſe to promiſe our ſelves, that 
his Majeſty cannot ſuffer this rigour, which turns his favour into a puniſhment, and 
depriveth them of the P.R. R. of a liberty, which is of the number of thoſe which 
the Edict hath moſt formally expreſſed. | 


A TTIGEE HH 


Places of High Juſtice. 


That in Places where the Lords of the P.R.R. having the Right of High Fuſtice 
do exerciſe the ſame, there ſhall be no marks of publick Exerciſe. 


Nantes, which expreſſeth That in all places where the Exerciſe 

of the ſaid Religion ſhall be publick, the people may be aſſembled, and that alſo 
by the ſound of a Bell, and do all the Atts and Funttions that appertain as well to the Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, as the Regulation of their Diſcipline, as to hold Conſiſtories, Tolloquies and 
Synods Provincial and National by the permiſſion of his Majefty: This ſettlement is for- 
mal; for it ſpeaks generally, and without exception of all places where the Exerciſe is 
publick. Therefore it intends the places of High Juſtice as well as other places ac- 
corded by the Edit, ſince by the ſeventh Article of the Generals, the right of _ 
cile 


T* Article is incompatible with the thirty fourth of the Particulars of 
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ciſe is attributed to the Places of High-Juſtice, and to the Fees of Knight-ſervice, in 
which the Lords and Gentlemen, Poſleſlors thereof may cauſe Sermons to be made, 
as well for themſelves,their Families and Subjeits,as for others thatwill reſort thither, which thing 
makes the Exerciſe publick. Further, this thirty fourth Article of the Particulars per- 
mis in all places where the Exerciſe of the P.R.R. is publick ; to aſſemble the people by 
the ſound of the Bell;, which Bell for aſſembling the people, ſuppoſeth a power to have 
a Bell-Houſe, and the Bell-Houſe ſuppoleth a Temple : So that according to the inten- 
tion of the Edit, Temples may be had in the places of High Juſtice. And here we 
may perceive alſo by the ſettlement of this 34th. Article, that it is permitted in all 
places where the publick Exerciſe is Celebrated, to hold Synods not only Proyincial, 
but National allo. By conſequent all places of this nature, of the number of 
which are thoſe of the High Juſtice, may have the marks of a publick Exerciſe. For 
how can a Provincial or a National Synod be held in a place, where there is neither 
Chair to Preach nor Bench to ſit ? Is it credible that the Edit did command that there 
ſhould be a place where the Deputies from the whole Kingdom ſhould haye liberty to 
Aſſemble ina Synod without giving power to their Miniſters notwithſtanding to aſcend 
the Pulpit, to make there the Sermons neceſlary to ſuch Solemn Aſſemhles? Being 
therefore this Article cannot be made to agree unto the Edict, his Majelty is moſt hum- 

bly beſought to revoke it, asalſo thoſe Decrees, which the Clergy have obtained by 

ſurprize, for authorifing ſo ill founded a pretention. And this thing appears yet more 
ſtrange, becauſe the places wherein the pretended Reformed Religion is exerciſed have 
nothing at all in outward ſhew, which might moye Jealouſie to any perſon: for they 
are places altogether ſimple and plain, without Pomp, without Imbelliſhments, and 
without Ornaments. There is nothing but a Chair, and Seats without curioſity, and 

being they have nothing but what is abſolutely neceſlary, thoſe places cannot reaſona- 

bly be deprived thereof whereunto the Edit gives right of publick Exerciſe. 


ARECIELE LY 


Conſolation of Priſoners. 


That the AE? may not comfort the Priſoners in the Goals, but with a low 
woice, in a Chamber apart ; and aſſiſted only with one or two Perſons. 


Hef may be ſeen alſo a manifeſt contrariety to the fourth Article of the particulars 
of Nantes, where it is ſaid, — As to them who ſhall be condemned by courſe of 
Tuſtice, the ſaid Miniſters may likewiſe viſit, and comfort them, without making publick, Prayers, 
except only in places where the ſaid publick, Exerciſe is permitted unto them by the EdiF. This 
Article permitsin the places authoriſed by the Edit, publick Prayers to be made, that 
is to fay, in a publick place, at the very place of Punilbment, before all the great 
Concourſe of People aſſembled there: and the Declaration on the contrary forbids with- 
out diſtinftion of places, prayers to be made with a loud voice, and even in private 
alſo, in the Chambers of the Priſons, with the Doors (hut. Are not theſe two ſcttle- 
ments oppoſite, which deſtroy one the other ? Ir ſcems likewiſe, that the Declaration 
contradicts it ſelf. For if the Miniſters be obliged to comfort priſoners in a Chamber 
apart, wherefore are they commanded to ſpeak with a low yoice?Since one hath free liber- 
ty to ſpeak in a Chamber diſtinCt from others : or if it be their will that they ſhould ſpeak 
with'a low voice,why do they oblige them to a Chamber apart ? ſincea low voice needs 
not a diſtint{place. And beſides,what ſtream of Proceſies will there iſſue from this ob- 
ligation to'ſpeak with a;low voice ? for they will without intermiſſion make trouble to 
the Miniſters for the tone of his voice? They will pretend, that he hath not ſpoken 
low enough, and it will be in a manner impoſlible to find the juſt mean betwixt 
a voice too low,which the Priſoner cannot hear, and by which he cannot be comforted 
and a voice a little too high, which may be underſtood by athers. lt will be therefore 
neceſſary at the leaſt to regulate this, ſo that it may be underſtood of a low voice, 
that it isto be ſpoken in ſuch a ſenſe as it is uſed in the caſe of the noiſe of thoſe that 
work 9n a Feſtival Day, that it be ſucha voice as cannot be heard in the Street, nor of 
the Neighbours. Itis alſo hard to conceive. how the Miniſters can obſerve that Clauſe 
which ſpeaks of a Chamber apart ; for ſhall it be in their power to briag the Priſoners 
1tO 


into a Chamber apart : If the queſtion were only of them that are condcrhned to death, 
the matter wonld be caſie; for they do ordinarily put them in a place apart, aftet 
their condemnation : But the Article of the Declaration ſpeaks of all Priſoners with- 
out diſtinftion. And ſhall the Miniſter have authority to cauſe to lead, or carry into 
a Chamber apart a ſick Priſoner, whom they find in the ſame place with many others? 
andif the Jaylor will not ſuffer it, then what means ſhall the Miniſters have to cauſe 
himto obey them. And it may fo fall out, that an unfortunate perſon detained in 
Priſon for- his Debts, or for any other cauſe, may die there without conſolation, or 
exhortation to repentance, for that he cannot be in a Chamber apart. This Article 
being then impoſſible to be executed, and tending to leave poor Priſoners to die miſera- 
bly, without being aſliſted in their Conlſciences : his Majeſty is moſt humbly beſought 
to cauſe this Articleto be put out, and to be content in the affair of Priſoners, with the 
regulation contained in the fourth Article of the particulars of Nantes. 


ARIEL Ev, 
To ſpeak of the Catholick Religion with all reſpe&t. 


That the Miniſters ſhall not in their Sermons and elſewhere, uſe any injurious 
or offenſrve terms a ainſt the Catholick Religion, or the State, but on the con- 
trary wa carry themſelves with that moderation which is ordained by the F- 
dicts, and ſpeak of the Catholick Religion with all reſpedt. 


Hey of the P. R.R. cannot behold without ſenſible grief, that their Miniſters 
are forbidden to uſe injurious terms againſt the Eſtate. For this Prohibition ſeems 

to preſuppole, that they either have heen guilty of this Crime, or that they have ſome 
propenlity to commit it. And notwithſtanding there is nothing that they abhor more, 
and of which they are more incapable. The loye of the Eſtate, and zeal of their Re. 
ligion are inſeparable in their hearts and mouths. They never expreſs themſelves nei- 
ther in their Sermons, nor in their Diſcovrſes, but as good French and faithful Subjects, 
and they never aſcend their Pulpits, but they pray to God for the Sacred Perſon of 
the King, for all the Royal Family, and for the proſperity of his Eſtate. As for 
what belongs to the Catholick Religion, they always ſpeak thereof with the modera- 
tion ordained by the Edicts. But to make a Law which commands them to ſpeak, with 
all reſpeit, is to expoſe them to the uttermoſt miſery :' and they can never allure them- 
ſelves any longer neither of their Goods, nor of their Liberty, nor of their Lives, if 
this Ordinance continue z for whatſoever moderation they uſe in their Sermons, what- 
ſoever pains they,take to chuſe their terms, when they are obliged to touch matters of 
controverſie, there will be found, notwithſtanding, perſons who will pretend that 
they have not ſpoken with all reſpe&t ; ſo will it come to pals, that they ſhall ſee themſelves 
every hour overwhelmed with Fines, impriſoned, and condemned to many kinds of pr- 
niſhments. Thisis the reaſon wherefore his Majeſty is inſtantly beſought to give remc- 
dy to this miſchief, by expunging this Article which renders it inevitable, and to be 
ſatisfied with that regulation which is found in the Edit of Narnres, where in its ſeven- 
teenth Article it forbids all Preachers, Lefturers and others who ſpeak in publick,to vſe 
any Speeches, Diſcourſes or Propoſitions illuding to ſtir up the people to Sedition, with 
a ſtrict command to demean themſelves modeſtly, and to ſpeak nothing which may not 
be for the inſtruCtion and comfort of their Hearers, and for maintaining the tranquilli- 
ty and repoſe of the Realm. A Prohibition which of good right was made general 
and common to all ſorts of Preachers, as well of the one Religion, as of the other, 
notwithſtanding that indeed the Miniſters have leſs need of this injunction, in this 
matter, than the Preachers of the Catholick Apoſtolick and Roman Religion, amongſt 


whom it 1s ealie to find , that they give themſelves liberties apt to trouble the publick 
peace of all, 


ARTICLE 
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ART. VI. 
Ads of Notaries. 


That Notaries who receive the Teſtaments and other Att of the P.R. R. ſhall 
not ſpeak of them of the ſaid Religion in other terms thay ſuch as the E- 
ditts permit. 


g © Hey of the P. R.R. find not any thing of theic concern in this Article, and car- 
not divine upon what conſideration the Eccleliaſticks have cauſedit to be put in this 
Declaration; unleſs it be, that they well fore-ſeeing that Juſtice would infallibly pre- 
vail with his Majeſty to reform a piece wherein they had ſurpriſed his Royal Goodneſs 
in ſo many ways ; they have expreſly for that end cauſed Articles unprofitable, and to 
no purpoſe to be foiſted therein, to the end, that when this Work comes to be exa- 
mined, they may have therein certain matters which they might remit ; to give pre- 
tence that afterwards the Declaration ſhould be very moderate, and could no more 
give cauſe of complaint to any perſon. But our Monarch hath an underſtanding too 
much enlightned not to diſcover this Artifice : and when this ſixth Article of this De- 
claration, and divers others of like nature which may be found therein, are outed ; 
they of the P.R. R, cannot eſteem their condition any thing the better, nor more 
ſypportable, if the other points which ruine their Liberties be maintained ; their ſub- 
filtence being nevertheleſs in this Kingdom impoſlible. This is the cauſe wherefore 
his Majeſty is beſought to keep this in mind, to theend, that this Obſervation may be 
applyed to many other Articles inſignificant, or of ſmall conſequence, with which this 
Declaration is ſwoln appartntly for ſome delign worthy to be obleryed. 


AR T. VIL. 
Books. 


That thoſe of the P. R. R. may not cauſe any Books to be Printed concerning 
the P. R. R. which are not atteſted aud certified by approved Miniſters, for 
which they are to be reſponſible, nor without the Eds 'f of the Magiſtrates, 
and the conſent of our Attourneys, and that the ſaid Books ſhall not be wended, 
but in ſuch places where the Exerciſe of the ſaid Religion is permitted, 


Article, which Wills, that their Books may not be Printed without the Atteſta- 

tion of approved Miniſters; for this is an order which is obſerved inviolably 

amongſt them, and which is eſtabliſhed by their own Synods. But asfor the ſecond 
part which forbids them to cauſe any Books to be Printed concerning their Religion, 
without the permiſſion of the Magiſtrates, and the conſent of the King's. Attournies, 
is a rigour altogether oppoſite to the Edi&t of Nantes ; for thus it ſpeaks in theone 
and twentieth Article, Let not the Books which concern the P. R. R. be Printed, or ſoldpub- 
lickly, except in the Towns and places where the publick Exerciſe of that Religion is permit- 
ted : and for other Books which are printed in other Towns ;, let them be viewed and reviſed, as 
well by the King's Officers,as Divines,according to the true intent of the Ordinances. Where may 
beobſerved an expreſs diſtinction of Books of the P.R.R. ſome Printed in the Towns 
where the publick Exerciſe of the P.R. R. is permitted, and others which are Printed 
in places where this Exerciſe is not permitted. As for thoſe this Edict wills, that they 
be viewed and viſited by the King's Officers; which indeed is but reaſonable, being 
there the P. R.R. is not openly and publickly profeſled. But of the other, the E- 
dit ſpeaks in a far different manner, permitting to Print them, and ſell them publickly 
in the Towns and Places where the P.R,R. is 03” Bo without ſubmitting them - 
| tne 


T needs no Law to oblige them of the P.R.R.toobſerve the former part of this 
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the viſitation or permiſſion of the Kings Officers, which is required in the other cafe. 
Now therefore the Declaration forbids what the Edit of Nantes permits in expreſs 
terms. And this is a matter very conſideraþle, and whereof they of the pretended 
reformed Religion have juſt cauſe to complain, in that this new Declaration is more 
rigorous in this point than the Edict of 1575 it ſelf, n twithſtanding that it was made 
during all the heat and animoſity of. the Civil Wars. | For the Edit of 1576. WasScon- 
tent to require that the Books of them of the pretended Reformed Religion ſhould be 
viewed and approved by the Chambers Mypesties, of which one half was alwaies found 
to profeſs the ſaid Religion. In place whereof.this new Declaration ſubjefts them of 
the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion to obtain a permiſſion from the Magiſtrates-and 
conſent from the Kings Attorneys who are all of a contrary Religion. This is to make 
it impoſlible,for the Kings Attorneys who will never give their conſent to the impreſſion 
of Books which treat of another Religion than their own; and to permit them to Print 
with this condition, is to forbid them abſolutely againſt the clear and expreſs intent of 
the Edit of Nantes, Thisthenis a meer ſurprize of the Clergy, who haye paſſionately 
longed and afpired to have ſach an Article as this to be made, as may appear by their 
Memoirs which were publiſhed 166 c. For their defire is there found expreſſed thus, 
It is requiſite, fay they, to have a Decree containing a Probibition to print any Books which 
have not been formerly viewed and approved by the Kings Officers, which allo teſtifies thar 
before this time, no Decree had forbidden this, and that it was formerly unknown. 
And ſurely itis a matter of admiration that the Eccleſiaſticks deſired to obtain this prc- 
hibition, for it is not for the adyantage of the Catholick Roman Religion. It will ſeem 
that they are afraid of the Books which they oppoſe and miſtruſt they cannot anſwer 
them. They therefore of the pretended Reformed Religion hope that his Majeſty ac- 
cording to their moſt humble - ; 65 pr yg they make .unto him, will reyoke this 
Article concerning the Books of their Religion, and vacate all the Decrees by which he 
hath been ſurprized in this matter. 


AR-ITI1CLE- VIII. 


The quality of Paſtors, and: Prohibition to ſpeak of the Church 


with irreverence of holy things. 


That the ſaid Miniſters ſhall not take on them the quality of Paſtors of the 
Church, but onty that of Miniſters of the proces Reformed Religion, as alſo 
that they ſhall not ſpeak irreverently of holy things, and of the Ceremonies of 
the Church, and ſhall not call the Catholicks by any other name than that of 
Catholicks, 


E cannot admire enough that they have cauſed to be entred in a Declaration 
V Royal andof Conſequence a Prohibition of the name Paſtor. For this term 
hath nothing conſiderable in it, nor any thing that makes for the honour of thoſe 
who bear it. It is common both to good and bad Paſtors, and the Holy Scripture 
doth often cry out againſt falſe Paſtors that abuſe and corrupt the People. They make 
no difficulty to give to the pretended Reformed Churches the name of a Flock ; by 
what reaſon then do they refuſe their Miniſters the name of Paſtors which is relative 
thereto, ſince a Paſtor is he that feeds the Flock ? fo that no more exception is to be ta- 
ken againſt the quality of a Paftoy than 1s againſt the appellation of a Miniſter, ſince it 
doth barely ſet out their duty without determining whether they diſcharge it well or 
ill. And this Language cannot be blamed, being warranted by the example and autho- 
rity -of his Majeſty himſelf. For when he did them the honour to write to their na- 
tional Synod at London the 3oth of November, 1659. The ſuperſcription of his Letter 
was 11 theſe Terms, To our dear and well-beloved the Paſtors and Elders, the Deputees in the 
I of the National Synod of our Subjetts profeſſing the pretended Reformed Relivion at Lon- 

ON 


'h The reſidue of this Article of the Declaration is of the ſame nature with the fifth 
f Article ; and if there be any difteretite, it is in this, that this aggravates the other and 

goes aboye it. Itisan endleſs ſource and everlaſting Seed of all ſorts of Miſchief to 
the 
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the Minifters, who notwithſtanding all the moſt accurate pre-caution, and the moſt 
wiſe and modeſt continence, will be continually halled before the Tribunals, caſt into 
Priſons,ruinated in their Goods,and overwhelmed in their very Perſons;becauſe there will 
be alwayes found ſome ill-minded people who will accuſe them for having ſpoken irreve- 
rently of the holy things, and Ceremonies of the Catholick Apoſtolick Roman Church. 
To the end therefore that they may injoy in this Realm the liberty which was granted 
to them by the EdiCt, his Majeſty is moſt ardently beſought that he would cauſe theſe two 
Articles, the fifth and the eighth to be excluded, as which draw innumerable Calami- 
ties on thoſe Perſons whom he hath been pleaſed to declare that he will take into his Roy- 
al Protection. | 

Neither isit only the concern of the Miniſters ſecurity that cauſes them to demand the 
revocation of theſe Articles, but the repoſe and ſubſiſtence of all thoſe perſons in ge- 
neral who are of the pretended Reformed Religion. For a method hath been taken up 
of late which doth ſufficiently make known how much a Prohibition to ſpeak of holy 
things and the Ceremonies of the Church may hurt them. That is, that the Pariſh Prieſts 
when they pleaſe publiſh their Cenfures and Monitions againſt any Perſon of the pre- 
tended Reformed Religion obliging all their Pariſhioners in general to depoſe if they 
have heard any thing ſpoken by him againſt the Catholick Apoſtolick Roman Religion, 
which makes way for them to rip up all a mans life from his very infancy; and if it have 
hapned that he have ſpoken of any Controyerlic they impute it unto him to have utte- 
red ſome Blaſphemies yo the Myſteries and Ceremonies of the Church. And ſome- 
time Witnefles are found who-by falſe reports bring the Honour and Life of men in ha- 
zard ; and we have already ſeen perſons unreproachable whoſe innocence could not ſe- 
cure them from ſuch Calumnious Accuſations, and who have been condemned to death 
for words malicioully contrived with deſign to deſtroy them ; your Majeſty is therefore 
humbly prayed to hinder this ſo great a miſchief, not only by removing this Article 
which will ſerve for pretext to evil diſpoſed Spirits; but alſo by ordaining juſt and 
reaſonable penalties againſt thg accuſers and the Wirneſles, who in ſuch conteſts ſhall be 
convinced of falſhood and fall ſhort of proving their accnſations ; and above all 
forbidding thoſe minatories, and thoſe wandring uncertain and undetermined Informa- 
tions which ſmell of the Inquiſition, and are capable of troubling all the whole 
Realm. 


AR TEC LE 1K. 
Robes and Caſlocks of Miniſters. 


That the Miniſters may not wear Gowns or Caſſocks, nor appear in the long Robe 
elſewhere than within their Temples, 


He liberty of habit is ſo great in Fraxce, that it were to ſtrip the Miniſters of the 
quality of French-men, to bring the form of their Garments into Controverſic. 
If Caſſocks or long Robes were in ſuch manner peculiar to Church-Men, that it might 
paſs for an infallible mark of their Charatter and Order; it might be that they might 
have ſome reaſon to diſpute them with thoſe whom they will not acknowledge for Ec- 
cleſiaſticks. But the Caſlock and the Gown are worn of many perſons that are not of 
the Orders of the Church. Judges, Connſellors, Attorneys themſelves, Recorders, 
Uſhers, Phyſicians, Regents of Schools or Colledges have this priviledge without con- 
teſtation. And the quality of DoCtors, Licentiates, or Maſters of Arts, in which Mi- 
niſters may be inveſted as well as others, and are in a manner,is that which properly gi 
veth right of wearing the Caſlock and long Robe, lt cannot therefore be imagined for 
what reaſon they ought to be forbidden unto Miniſters; and when the Eccleſtaſticks re- 
quired this Prohibition and obtained it by a Decree of the Counſel .gotten by ſurprize 
the 30th of Fune 1664. to ſerve for a foundation of this Article of the Declaration, 
it was meerly the effect of their diſlatisfattion to the Miniſters and only upon defign to 
blaſt them. But the Minifters who are born Subjefts of the King, hope to find his 
juſtice in the defence of their Honoyr as well as of their Perſons. 


ARTICLE &2 
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ARES41-CL EX 
Regiſters of Baptiſms and Marriages, 


That the ſaid Miniſters ſhall keeep Regiſters of the Baptiſms and Marriages 
which are made by thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion, and (hall produce 
from three Months to three Months an Extrait thereof 


to the Regiſters of the 
Bailywick and Conſtableries of their Precintts. 


T His Article 1s altogether uſeleſs, in regard that the new Ordinance which is now 


obſerved through the whole Realm, hath ſuthciently provided for the Recording 
of Baptiſms and Marriages, 


— 


— — 


F 
ARLICLE: Xt. 


Celebration of Marriages. 


That they may not make any Mariages betwixt Perſons that are Catholicks and 
thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion whereon any oppoſition is made, untill 


ſuch time as ſuch oppoſition have been removed by the Fudges ro whom the Cog- 
nizance thereof doth appertain. 


"TJ +11 ſettlement is alſo to be numbred amongſt the fruitleſs,and there is no need of an 

Ordinance to inforce this duty upon the Miniſters. For they do never beſtow the 
Nuprtaal —_— on Marriages contracted betwixt perſons of divers Religions, untels it 
be by vertue of ſome Decree or Judgement of the Magiſtrates. Their own Eccleſialtick 
Diſcipline forbids them to do otherwiſe; and when there is oppoſition the cognizance 
whereof belongs unto the Judges, they never procced till they be determined. 


A FF; XIE 
Conſiftories. 


That thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion may not receive into the Aſſemblies 
of their Conſiſtories others than thoſe whom they call Flders with their Miniſters. 


He Conſiſtories of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion are compoſed, not on- 

* ly of Miniſters and Elders; but alſo of Deacons who have the particular care of 
Feeding,Cloathing,and Harbouring the Poor. The Diſcipline of the pretended Reformed 
Churches makes expreſs mention of theſe three ſorts of Perſons, regulates their Char- 
ges, their [mployments and their Functions, Being therefore the Edict of Nantes in the 
thirty fourth Article of the particulars doth authorize the exerciſe of this Diſcipline, 
and that even the thirty fifth Article doth formally name the Deacons as being part of the 
Conliſtories; it is not credible that the Kings intention was to exclude the Deacons 
from thence. But as it is uſual to draw advantage of eyery thing againſt them of the 
pretended Reformed Religion, if the word Elders be left alone in this Article of 
the INeclaration z occaſion undoubtedly will be taken thereby to hinder the Deacons 
from entring into their Conſiſtories, contrary to the order of their Diſcipline and the 


intent 
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intent of the Edit. Wherefore it is neceſſary to add unto this Article the term Dea 
cons which is there omitted, Belides this illuſtration there are three other particulars 
alſo, no leſs neceſlary to make this Article atcord with the Diſcipline of the preten- 
ded Reformed Churches, and with the Edit of MNrres which doth authorize ir. 
For their Diſcipline, which is the rule of their conduct in their Eccleſialtical Politic 
Wills, that when they are about the calling of a Miniſter all the Heads of the Families 
of one Flock ſhould be aſlembled to give their voice; as being all concerned in the 
Eſtabliſhment of a perſon who is appointed for their ſervice - So that if they of the 
ſaid Religion may receive none into their Aſſemblies but Miaiſters, Elders, and Dea- 
cons, they cannot call any Miniſters to the ſervice of their Churches when they have 
nced ; which cannot be theKings intention. 

Beſides the Edit of Narres in the forty third Article of the Particulars, permits tholt 
of the pretended Reformed Religion to aſſemble, to make impoſitions of Monics which 
are neceſlary for the Charges of their Synods and entertainment of their Miniſters, 
which nothwithſtanding they cannot do, if this Article of tlic Declaration be continu- 
cd as it is, and if they cannot receive into the Aſlemblics of their Confiſtorics other 
perſons than their Elders and Deacons. 

And it may may alſo come to paſs that there may be found troubleſome Spirits 
who will contend that they may not call offenders and ſcandalous perſons into their 
Conliitories, to cenſure them according to their merit and to reduce them to their 
duty. For the avoiding therefore all ambiguity, and that there may not be left any ad- 
vantage for contentious Spirits to trouble thole of the pretended Reformed Religion 
without cauſe; This preſent Article had nccd to be explicated, in ſuch ſort that his 
Majeſty thereby doe declare,that he intends not at all to deprive thoſe of the ſaid Religi- 
on of the liberry of calling into their Conſiſtories thoſe whom they [hall think fit to 
cauſe to come thither becauſe of ſcandal; nor to alſemble the Heads of Families for the 
calling of their Miniſters ; nor to hold Aſſemblies permitted by the EdiCt for impoſi- 
tion of Monies for the entertainment of their Miniſters, and charges of their Synods, 


ART: X 1H. 


Donations and Legacies. 


That the Flders of the Conſiſtories may not be appointed Taheritours nor Legatees 
Univerſal in their ſaid quality. 


tains that the Donations or Legacies made or to be made, whether it be by laſt Will 
in the caſe of Death, or made by the Living, for the entertainment of their Miuiſters, 
Dottors,, Scholars, or for the Poor of the pretended Reformed Religion or other matters of Pic- 
ty, ſhould be valid, and obtain their full and intire effett, notwithſtanding all Fudgements, De- 
crees, or ether things to the contrary thereof whatſoever, This ſettlement is general and ab- 
ſolute ; and it diſtinguiſheth not betwixt the Univerſal and particular Donations. And 
by conſequent it reſpects the one as well as the other. For there where the Law diſtin- 
' guiſheth not, men are not to diſtinguiſh. Alſo the King LZ-wis the Juſt, your Majeſties 
Father, finding this Law to be indiſputable, confirmed it ſolemnly in 1616. by his 
Royal anſwer to the Paper of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion in theſe terms. 
The Forty Second of the private Articles made at Nantes concern:n? Donations and Teſt amen- 
tary Logacies let it be obſerved in favour of the poor of the pretended Reformed Religion not- 
withſtanding any Fudiements to the contrary. And all the Decrees of the Counſell and 
Parliaments have been alwayes conformable to this Law - This change is therefore ſur- 
prizing and a notable breach of the Edict. 

At the leaſt we cannot doubt that the Kings Juſtice will make him find two things 
reaſonable and neceſſary, to which his Majelty is molt humbly. beſought to have regard. 
The one is that being no Ordinances have any power retroative, nor touch any thing 
that is paſt; he would be pleaſed to ordain in the explication of this Article of the 
Declaration that it may not prejudice thoſe Donations or Legacies, Univerlal which 
were formerly made to the Conſiſtories, 


T*: forty ſecond Article of the Edit of Nantes is Repealed by this. For it con- 
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The other that it is not the intention of his Majeſty to hinder particular Donations 
which may be givento Conliſtories. It is yery certain, that the King's deſign is not to 
forbid them. For being that in this Article he forbids only Donations univerſal, it fol- 
lows necellarily that he confirms the particular. In the mean time they begin by an 
exceſſive tranſport to diſpute the particular Gifts and Legacies; and Parliaments haye 
lately made ſome rigorous Decrees, againſt which, thoſe of the ſaid Religion demand 
Juſtice of his Majeſty, at whoſe Feet they ſeek their only Refuge ; beſeeching him to 
authoriſe the particular Donations which have been, or ſhall hereafter be made unto the 
Conſiſtories, conformable to the forty ſecond Article of the particular of Names, not- 
withſtanding all Decrees and Judgments to the contrary. 


AR. ATY; 


Preaching and Reſidence of Miniſters in divers Places. 


That thoſe of the ſaid P. R. R. aſſembled in their Synod National or Provin- 
cial, permit not their Miniſters to Preach, or reſide in divers places by turns, 


but on the contrary do enjoyn them to refide and preach only in one place which is 
given them by the ſaid Synods. 


ther the Reſiding of Miniſters in more than one place. As for the Preaching 

by courſe in divers places,it is true, that there have been many Decrees pro and 
con about this matter ; ſo that indeed the buſineſs beingat this day as it were ſuſpended, 
amongſt many Decrees contrary to one another; it belongs now unto his Majeſty to de- 
termine of them by his Soveraign Authority. And his Juſtice gives them of the P.R.R. 
to hope that he will maintain them in the liberty of their Annexes, taking away the 
prohibitions which have been made againſt their Preaching in divers places. That 
which gives them this hope, is this, that theſe prohibitions have been founded on no 
other thing than a Miſinformation. For they never had any other Foundation than 
from the EdiCt of the Month of Faruary one thouſand five hundred and ſixty one, by 
which it was forbidden Miniſters to walk from place to place,and from Village to Village 
to preach there by violence and without right. But it doth not treat at all of this bu- 
fineſs of Annexes. For it is agreed, that Miniſters ought not to be Vagabonds, and 
wander from place to place of their own fancy. Their Diſcipline it ſelf doth forbid 
*hisz and the Maximsof a good Conſcience, as well as thoſe of good Polity do oppoſe 
it, Therefore the Edict of Janxary is in this point altogether juſt. But the Annexes 
{ufter nor the Miniſters to be Vagabonds; but on the contrary fix and ſettle them with 
certain flocks. They do not give them liberty to go and preach in places wherethe 
Exerciſe is not permitted ;, but on the contrary fix them in places where they have right 
to exerciſe according to the Edict. What is it then that ſhould hinder the Miniſters 
that they may not preach in two or three places of this nature? What pretence can 
the Eccleſiaſticks find to give a colour to their Enterpriſe? 

Willthey alledge the EdiCct ? But that forbids not to preach in divers places, when 
they have a right to exerciſe. Beſides, there is found a Decree made in the Council in 
the Month of ay 1652, by which the King doth formally declare, that all the De- 
crees which have outed the Miniſters of this liberty, are contrary to the Edits. So 
that the intent of his Majeſty's being to cauſe the Edit of Nantes, to be exactly ob- 
ſeryed, there is ground to believe, that he will leave unto the Miniſters this liberty, 
the prohibition whereof he hath himſelf declared to be contrary to the Edidts. 

Will they alledge the Declaration given at S. Germain the nineteenth of December 
1634, Which they will pretend to be fo much the more available, for that it was veri- 
fied in the Chamber of the EdiCts of Caſtres the firſt of Fanuary, 1635? But this 
Declaration was founded upen this, that the Miniſters of Languedoc went to preach in 
divers places of that Province, where that Exerciſe was not allowed them. Theſe are 
the proper words which are read in that Declaration, which by conſequence concerns 
not the Annexes where they have right to exercile, 

Will they alledge Realon ? But what reaſon 1s there to hinder a Miniſter to preach 
in many places, when one is not of ſufficient ability, nor furniſhed with Fruits of the 
Farth to entertain him? Can the Eſtate or the Publick ſuffer any prejudice thereby ? 

Do 


T: Article contains two parts, the one regarding the Preaching, and the 0- 
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Do we not ſee, that when Cures are too weak eyery one to maintain a Curate alone, 
they put two together under one Rector ? That which is approved amongſt Pariſh 
Pricſts, how comes it to be criminal amongſt Mmiſters, when the poverty of the Flock 
permits them not to haye one perſon whole and entire unto themſelves? Beſides 
this poverty of theſe ſmall P. R. C. is come from no other cauſe, than that the 
penſion of a hundred and thirty five thouſand Livers agreed unto. by Henry the Great, 
for the entertainment of their Miniſters, hath for ſome time ceaſed to be paid. For 
if they had continued to be paid, every Flock might have had its own Miniſter with- 
out annexing any. It is not therefore probable, that at the ſame time when the King 
withdraws his liberality, that he will hinder the feeble Flocks in the Country to find 
out ſome other means to conſerve unto themſelves, at leaſt, a part of the Miniſtry, by 
joyning themſelves to ſome other Neighbour's Flock, which may help its Subſi- 
ſtence. 

= Do they alledge the Uſage * That is all contrary to the Pretence of the Clergy, for 
unto this very day it hath been always ſeen in all the Provinces of the Realm, that the 
ſinall P. R. Churches have united themſelves two or three together for to raiſe a Penſion 
for one and the ſame Minilter. 

Finally, do they alledge the Intereſt of the Eccleſiaſticks* Beſides, that they ought 
not to be heard in this fort of Aﬀairs, becauſe they are the principal parties, againſt 
whom the complaint is made, it ſeems alſo that it would be for their intereſt to dimi- 
niſh the number of the Miniſters, inſtead whereof, if they hinder them from Preach- 
ing in many places, they will oblige them in every P. R. Church, to uſe their utter- 
meſt endeavour to have a Miniſter apart, which will much augment their number. For 
there is no perſon who wall not reſolve rather to ſacrifice his temporal commodities, 
than continue deprived of ſpiritual food, which he ſuppoſes needful far his Salvation. 
So that all the Purſnit of the Clergy in this affair will effeft nothing but only to incommo- 
date them of the P.R.R. in their Eſtates, and thereby render them leſs able to con- 
tribute to the neceſſity of the publick. 

Theſe conſiderations are they which give hope that his Majeſty taking particular 
cognizance of this Aﬀair will leavethem of the P.R.R. inthe liberty of their Annexes; 
and that in expounding the preſent Article of the Declaration, he will haye the goodneſs 
to ſay that in forbidding the Miniſters from preaching in divers places, he intends not 
to hinder them from preaching, faye only in thoſe places where they had not right to 
exerciſe, according to the Decrees of the Council of the twenty ſixth of Sepr. 1633, 
and of Fune 1635, and May 1652. 

As for the Reſidence of the Miniſters, the EdiCt doth not only authoriſe it in every 
Town, and every placeof the Realm indifferently in the ſixth Article of the Generals, 
and firſt of the Particulars : but moreoyer hath interpreted himſelf by a Decree made 
in Council, April 24, 1665, by which it is permitted to Miniſters to make their Reſi- 
dence with their Families in ſuch Cities, Burroughs, and Villages near the place of their 
ſettlement as they ſhall chooſe. And without doubt the King intends no otherwiſe 
here. But notwithſtanding becauſe this Article of his laſt Declaration may receive a- 
nother interpretation, his Majeſty will be pleaſed of his goodneſs to remove all ambigui- 
ty which may be found therein, declaring with reference to the Reſidence of the Mini- 
ſters, that his intention 15 agreeable to his Decree of 24th of April, 1665. 


AR 1 TICLE XY: 


The Churches of Feodary Eſtates. 


As alfo that they of the P. R. R. who aſſiſt at their Synods, ſhall not enter in the 
T ables of their Churches, the places where the publick exerciſe of their Religion 


is forbid, nor thoſe wherein it is permitted only by the priviledge of the Lord 
and in his Caſtle. 


Ge the Churches of Feodary Eſtates are eſtabliſhed by the Edict as well as thoſe of 
polleſſion or of Bayliwicks; they ought to be comprized in the Tables of the Sy- 
nods as well as others. And they have at all times uſed this order from the beginning z 
and there is no caule to change an uſage ſo conſtant and innocent. All that they can 

require 
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require of thoſe of the P. R.R. is that in the Tables of their Synods they diſtinguiſſ 
their Churches,and expreſs which are of Feodary Eſtates,which of Poſſeſſion, and which 
of Bailywicks whereto they ſhall yield obedience if it be judged neceſſary. But to re- 
quire abſolutely that they ſhould not put into; the Tables of the Synods the Churches 
Ecodary Eſtates, were to make the M niſters of thoſe places ſo far Independents, that 
they ſhould neither have ſuperiour nor Diſcipline, nor be reſtrained by any other curb, 
lo that they might live aſter their own fantaſie to the prejudice of the Eſtate it ſelf. 
For the Tables of the Synods are nothing elle but the appearances of the Miniſters in 
their Aﬀſemblics, where every one of them is ſet down by his name, and that of the 
Church he ſerveth. Being therefore it is neceſſary thar the Miniſters appear in their Sy- 
nods according to their Diſcipline which ſtraitly enjoynes them to be there; ſo it is 
neceſſary that the Churches of Feodary Eſtates ſhould be entred in the Tables of thoſe 
SOCICTICS, 


ARG LE:: YL 


Correſpondence berwixt the Provinces. 


As alſo in like manner, that they of the pretended Reformed Religion may not ens 
tertain any correſpondence with them of other Provinces, nor write unto them un- 
der pretext of Charity or other affair whatſoever, nor receive appeals from other 

Synods, fave only to remit them to the National Synod. 


He Artiſice of the Clergy have fitted this Article expreſly to render the inviolable 
fidelity of thoſe of the P. R. R. ſnſpeCfted, of which they have given ſo cſſential 
prools to the King, that this great Prince hath been pleaſed to teſtify by publick marks 
how well he is ſatisfied therein. For in his Declaration: May 21, 1652, he uſeth theſe 
terms, And for 4s much as our ſaid Subjetts of the P. R. R. have given us certain proof of 
their Aﬀettion and Fidelity in theſe preſent occaſions, wherewith we reſt very well ſatisfied. 
And his Majeſty may be plealed to remember that in a'certain Letter which he wrote in 
the Year 1655. and Which is found ina publick Book whoſe impreſlion is diſperſed in- 
to the hands of all the World, hemakes ule of theſe words which are a perpetual com- 
mendation to them of the P. R.R. JI have cauſe to praiſe their Fidelity and zeal for m 
Service, they ou their part not omitting any occaſion to give me proof thereof, and alſo beyond all 
that c.u be ymagined, contributing in every thing to the behoof and advantage of my Aﬀairs. 
Theſe good Teltimonies which his ajelt y hath given them in ſo authentick manner, 
will incline him to reject this Article which tends to the diſhonovr of their fidelity ; as 
if they were a pcople capable to betray the Eſtate, and to carry on by their correſpon- 
dencies with the Provinces, Criminal Caballs againſt the Service of their Sovetaign, 
whoſe proſperity is more dear unto them than their yery lives. 

Since the King is pleaſed to permit them to live and to profeſs their Religion in the 
Realm, neceſlity requires that they be permitted to write and correſpond with the Pro- 
vinces for their Eccleſiaſtick affairs, as well as their ſecular: for without this ncither 
can their Univerſities ſubliſt any longer,who have no other maintenance bur by the relicf 
of the Provinces, neither can they demand nor reccive the payment of the Sallaries of 
thcir Profeſſors and of their Regents: And when they want a Profeſſor they cannot pro- 
vide if they be deprived of the liberty of ſearching out, and ſending for them by Let- 
ters, the only means to be imploycd in ſuch exigencies. 

[t is alſo evident that this Article of this Declaration contradicts it ſelf. For i for- 
bidding to receive appeals from other Synods, lave only to tranſmit them to the Na- 
tional Synods, they authorize National Synods, and approve the Convoking of them. 
Pur how can they be Convocate if the Provinces may not correſpond one with another, 
and it be not permitted unto them to write; Being the Convocation of National Sy- 
nods 1s not nor cannot be made without Letters ſent into the Provinces, as well to ad- 
vertize them of the time as of the place where they are held, as to authorize the De- 
prties which ought to be preſent in thoſe Aſſemblies. 

Finally this Article gives occaſion to them of the P.R.R. to beſeech his Majeſty to 

v6/Cnt unto their National Synods in the term of their Diſcipline, which requires that 

theſe 
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theſe general Aſſemblies may be held from three years to three years. For during the 
long interval of time which intervenes betwixt the National Synods, to hinder appeals 
unto other Synods, were to open a gate to infinite helpleſs unredreſſable inconvenien- 
cies. This were to forego the means of removing Scandals, extinguiſh Vices, and to 
oppoſe the abuſes of the Diſcipline, and corruption of manners. This would bring 
in diſorders whoſe courſe and progreſs all good men ought to deſire to obviate,ſtop, and 
prevent. So that this Article being of very dangerous conſequence in every part of it, 
they of the P. R.R. do fervently beleech his Majeſty to revoke the whole, as being in- 
conliſtent with the liberty which is given them by the Edicts, and alſo ruining their 
Diſcipline which permits appeals from other Synods ia the tenth Article of the cighth 
Chapter. | 


ART1CLE XY 
Colloquies. 


The ſame prohibitions are made to the Miniſters, Flders, and others of the 
P. R. R. toaſſemble any Colloquies, except at ſuch times as the Synod is Aſſem. 
bled by the permiſſion of his Majeſty, and in the preſence of his deputed Com- 


miſſioner. 


blows it up all at once. For the EdiCt authorizes the Colloquies in ſuch a 

manner as permits not to conteſt their eſtabliſhment. This is in the thirty 
fourth Article of the Particulars which hath been already rehearſed on another occaſion, 
That in all places where the exerciſe of the ſaid Religion ſhall be publick,, the People may be aſ- 
ſembled, and that alſo by the ſonnd of a Bell, and do all the Aits and Funitions that appertairl as 
well to the exerciſe of their Religion, as the regulation of their Diſcipline, as to hold Conſiſtc- 
ries, Colloguies, *and Synods Provincial, and National by the Permiſſuon of bis Majeſty. 

It cannot be imagined that they can elude theſe ſo authentick words, and ſay that the 
Declaration doth permit our Colioquies only during the ſeſſion of the Synods, and that 
the EdiCt goes no farther. For the contrary doth appear manifeſtly ; and they muſt 
firſt make them of the P. R. R. renounce all common ſence, before they can perſwade 
them a thing ſo evidently irreconcilable to the intent, diſpoſition, drift and ſetrlement 
of the Edit, which diſtinguiſhes the Colloquies from the Synods, as different Afſem- 
blies, and which may be held at divers times. If the EdiX would only authorize. Col- 
loquies during the ſitting of the Synods; they may maintain by the ſame reaſon that they 
are not permitted to hold Conſiſtories but in the Synods, nor Provincial Synods but in 
the National. The Article of rhe Edi:t being not more expreſs for the Conſiſtories 
than for the Colloquies, and not expreſling the one in any other manner than the other, 
wherefore Hike as the one is intirely unſuſtainable, and cannot fall into the thoughts 
of any perſon, ſo the other is no leſs to be rejeted. 

Belides, ever fincethe Edict the P. R. Churches have alwayes without Impeachment 
enjoyed this liberty of their Colloquies, and the anſwers made unto their Papers at di- 
vers times by the King's Majelties Predeceſlors, haye maintained them in this uſage, 
which by this means is found to have the Edict for its foundation, and allo the poſſeſſion 
of threeſcore and ten Years,which alone 1s a title more than ſuſſicient. This is the reaſon 
wherefore nothing herein can be changed without contradicting his Majeſties intention, 
who declares that he wills that the Edit of Names be exattly obſerved. 

And certainly the Eccleſiaſticks cannot pretend to any thing wherein they will find 
themlelyes more deſtitue of all appearance of reaſon than in rhis point, for what pre- 
tence can they make to colour the prohibition of the Colloquics? Do they conclude of 
any thing that may render them odious or ſuſpetted ? Have they not there a Commiſſioner 
for the King as well as in the Synods ? The affairs which they handle thzre are they 
not purely Eccleſiaſtick ? and the ſhortneſs of the time which they imploy therein, which 
in ordinary extends not beyond a Cay or two, ſhews it not that theſe innocent Socte- 
tics propoſe nothing to themſelves but readily to cxpedire ſome points of their 
Diſcipline ? Finally, being they permit the Synods, for what reaſon do they forbid the 

K Colloquies 


T: Eſtabliſhment of this Article doth not only ſtifle the EdiCt of Vanes, but 


4 


E343 


Colloquies, which are nothing but {mall Synods peculiar to one Claſs, one Bailywick, 
or one Stewardl(hip, as the Synods are gcacral Colloquies for the whole Province ? 
\Whar then can be the ſcope of this condemuation of the Colloquies ? Surely it cannot 
come hut from a bare meer delign of inconyeniencing thoſe of the P. R. R. and hurtiag 
their affairs. But this cannot be the deſign” of the Prince, who ſeeks on the 
contrary the repoſe, com{ort and commodity of his Sabjefts, as the Preface of this 
Declaration it (elf doth teſtify. This isoaly the intent of the Eccleſiaſticks, who hate 
them of the ſaid Religion and ſeek all poſſible means to croſs them and to render their 
condition miferable. For to exclude them from the Colloquics, would be a means to 
caſt them into inexpreſlible 1aconveniencies , tor that the Synods not ſitting but from 
yearto year, and in ſome Provinces from two years to two years, they cannot without 
Colloquies held in the meanwhile intervals, remedy thoſe previſory and prefling affairs 
which will be now worſe by delay, and which for the moſt part require to be handled 
in thoſe very places where they happen, about which they eaſily aſſemble the Colloquies, * 
becauſe they are compoſed of few perſons and they not. far diſtant, which cannot be 
ſaid of the Synods. Without thele little Societies which aſſemble eaſily, they muſt ſuf- 
fer Vice and Scandals to take their courſe without providing againſt them. Their 
Flocks muſt remain whole years and ſometimes longer without Miniſters, when death 
deprives them of thoſe that did ſerve them. In one word, ſo it might come to paſs that 
they of the P. R. R. might have a whole year without Diſcipline. For when perſons 
of bad lives amongſt them cannot be reduced to their duty,there are none but the Collo- 

vies that are capable to cenſure them, and they will _y licenſe and impunity ia their 
{ins duringa whole year, if the Colloquies be aboliſhed, or remitted to the times of 
the Synods only. For this is more truly to aboliſh them than remit them in this man- 
ner, for the Colloquies have nothing to do when once the Synods are alſembled, for 
then all their affairs may be decided in the Synods. 

And this is alſo to require an impoſlibility to oblige them of the P. R. R. to hold their 
Colloquies during their Synods, and that in the preſence of the deputed Commiſſioner. 
For there are Provinces that contain ſeven or eight Colloquies, What means then can 
there he to ſend the Commiſſioners to eight placesat one time? Or if they will that it 
be done ſucceſſively, how tedious mult thoſe Synods henceforth be, for regulating as 
well the general affairs of the Province as the particulars of all the ſeveral Claiſles? And 
where ſhall they nd Commiſſioners that will have the patience to attend ſo long time 
from their houſes, and to quit their charges and imployments ? And will the Governors 
of the Provinces or Lievetenants of the King ſuffer the Synods to continue their Aſſem- 
bly for many months ? . ——_ : 

His Majeſty is therefore moſt inſtantly beſought to revoke this Article, which ſuppreſ- 
ſeth their Colloquies, and to leaye matters of this concern to the terms of the Edict and 
Uſage, notwithanding all Decrees and Judgements that have been made-to the contrary. 


ART XY 


Aſſemblies, Commiſſions, Deliberations and Letters in the” Inter- 
val of Synods. 


Neither to make any Aſſemblies in the intervals of the ſaid Synods, wherein du- 
; Ing the (aid interval they may receive any Candidates, give Commiſſions, or 
deliberate of any Aﬀairs by circular Letters, or in any other manner, 0n any 
cauſe whatſoever, os pain of being puniſhed according to our Fditts and Ordi- 


HANCES, 


I T was not enough for the Clergy to aſſault our Colloquies. They were affraid that 

for want of theſe ordinary meetings we ſhould attempt a ſupply by aſſemblies ex- 
traordinary, or by Letters-miſſives or by ſome other means. Wherefore to the end 
that they might make it impoſſible for them of the pretended Reformed Religion to ex- 
_ erclle their Diſcipline, which is ſo formally authorized by the Edict, that they might 
ruine them by Diviſion ; the Clergy have propoſed to have them forbidden all ſorts 
of Aſſemblies, Commiſſions, Neliberations and common Letters for what cauſe ſoever, 
on 


C35 1 
on pain of being puniſhed according to the rigour of the Ordinances. This is a pricl 
uncapable of any conſolation to them of the ſaid Religion to ſee themſelves thus treated. 
For God be praiſed, they have done nothing wherectore their zeal to the Kings ſervice 
ought to be ſuſpeCted, and their adherence to the good of the Eſtate is immovable. 
Their condudct and their ations ſpeak for them in the one and in the other of theſe two 
things,and they ſhall continue all their lives in theſe ſentiments which make one eſſential 
part of the Duty of their Conſciences. In the mean time if they had a deſignto hetray 
their Country they could not be tyed and chained more ſtrongly than by forbidding 
them all ſorts of Aſſemblies, Commiſlions, Deliberations, and Letters. 

Above all this the paſſion of the Clergy cannot ſuffer that they ſhould receive Candi- 
dates in the Intervals of Synods : This is the effeft of an animoſity whereof the pre- 
tence is hard to be imagined. For ſince we are permitted to have Miniſters and 
ſince we are not hindred to receive them in the Synods; what reaſon can the Ec- 
cleſiaſticks alledge to forbid them to receive Candidates in the Intervals of Synods in 
which they think good that they ſhould be examined ? It is manifeſt they can render no 
other reaſon than their own animoſity, which carries them on to deſire that they of the 
pretended Reformed Religion may continue oftentimes unprovided of Miniſters. For 
if a Miniſter happen to die immediately after the Seſſion of a Synod, it may ſo fall 
out that his Church as a Widow ſhall not only keep a year of mourning, but remain 
ſabjefted alſo to two years of Widow-hood, in thoſe Provinces where the Synods aſ- 
ſemble not but from two years to two years. And it mult needs be, that during all this 
tiine, ſhe be deprived of the Word of God Preached, and the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments ; that the ſick die there without Conſolation, and Infants without Bap- 
tiſm ; This inconvenience being ſo much more remedileſs in the terme of the Decla- 
ration, becauſe by the fourteenth Article, Miniſters are forbidden to Preach in divers 
Places, and by that all means are taken away from a Church that is deſtitute to have 
aſſiſtance from any neighbour-Miniſter : So a place that hath right of exerciſe very cer- 
tain and well known,ſhall hereby be uncapable of enjoying it notwithſtanding. 

But this miſchief doth not ſtay here neither. For it this Article of the Declaration 
ſtand,we muſt ſpeak no more of Synods themſelves. It will be impoſſible to call them, 
or execute their Orders. For how ſhall they call them if Letters-miſlives be forbidden ? 
Being this Aſſembly cannot be called but by circular Letters ſent to all the Flocks of a 
Province,to give them warning to cauſe their Deputies to appear in the place and time 
deſigned for holding thoſe Aſſemblies? And how ſhall they execute their Orders and 
Adts, if Commiſſions and Letters be forbidden them; for the Reſolves of Synods are not 
executed but by theſe wayes, or by deputing Commillioners to carry them to the places, 
Or giving them charge to write letters to the perſons concerned, to the end they 
may be reduced to their duty when the Synods do fit no longer; Or by Authorizing 
ſome Miniſters to deliberate with their Conliſtories, and ſo to conclude thoſe affairs 
which the ſhortneſs of the time permits them not to project and deſign by the Synods, 
Nay, it will not be poſlible to have Miniſters if Commiſſions have no place any more z 
for Miniſters are not inſtalled in their charge, nor inveſted in their Miniſtry but by 
means of Commiſſioners named in the Synods for laying hands on them, which cannot 
be done but in the intervals of Synods, becauſe the Diſcipline of thoſe of the pretend- 
ed Reformed Religion ordains,that the Candidates who have been examined by the Sy- 
nods, ſhall make three Sermons of tryal on three Lords dayes ſucceſſively before the 
Church whither they are ſent, before they can receive Impoſition of Hands and power 
to adminiſter the Sacraments, from the Commiilioners deputed for that purpoſe. 

It muſt here be added that this Article proceeds yet farther, and leaves them of the 
pretended Reformed Religion no more any ſurety for their perſons or their lives. For 
they are forbidden ro deliberate of any affairs for any cauſe, or in any manner whatſoever 04 
pain of being puniſhed. S9as ſoon as two or three perſons of that Religion be ſeen to- 
gether, their enemies will pretend that they are conſulting of affairs, and bring Prc- 
ceſs againſt them. There will be no Tranquillity for them in the Realm, neither can 
there be any Society, Converſation or Commerce amongſt them without danger. His 
Majeſty is therefore beſought with all the Ardour of which his Subjects of the pretended 
Reformed Religion are capable, that he would take off this Prohibition, and take away 
an Article fo fatal to their repoſe. 
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AKILOLE. XIA 
The Validity of Marriages. 


That the Miniſters, Conſt ories and Synods of the ſaid pretended Reformed Reli- 
gion, take not ou them to judge of the validity of Marriages made and contract- 
&d by thoſe of the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion. 


N Article needs not for a thing which they of the pretended Reformed Religion 
have never deſigned to undertake. They leave it to the Magiſtrates to judge of 

the validity of Marriages, and their Miniſters do pretend nothing therein : only their 
calling obligeth them to reprove and cenſure the inceſtuous; and the King without doubt 


doth not intend to deprive them of this power which is given them by their Diſcipline, 
the exerciſe whereof is authorized by the EdiCt of Nantes. 


ACTS 1: E-2 
Thoſe thar are ſent to Catholick Colledges. 


The like Prohibition is alſo made to their Confitories and Synods to Cenſure or other. 


wiſe to puniſh Fathers, Mothers, and 7 ators who ſend their Children or Pu- 
pils to the Catholick Colledges or Schools or elſewhere to be inſtrutted by Catholick 


Maſters, notwithſtanding that the ſaid Children be not conſtrained to imbrace 
their Religion. 


T His Prohibition cannot ſtand with the thirty fourth Aticle of the Particulars of Narres, 

by which it is permitted to them of the pretended Reformed Religion to exerciſc 
all Acts and Funttions that belong to the regulation of their Diſcipline. And it may be ſeen 
in this Diſcipline the fourteenth Chapter and fourteenth Article, that it is forbidden to 
Fathers and Mothers of that Religion, to ſend their Children to the Colledges and Schools 
of thoſe of the Catholick Apoſtolick and Roman Religion. This is therefore a mani- 
feſt repeal of the EdiCt to take from the Conſiſtories and Synods the power of cenſuring 
Fathers and Mothers in this caſe, being that Cenſure is part of that Diſcipline the ex- 
erciſe whereof is eſtabliſhed by the Edit. This doth not hinder but that when the Re- 
gents of Colledges and Maſters of Schools are of ſufficient diſcretion and fidelity not to 
diſcourſe of Religion to Infants, their Fathers, Mothers, and Tutors may ſend them 
to their Claſſes to be there inſtruCted, for this is a daily praftice. But if they do at- 
remprt to induce them to change their Religion, can the Conſiſtories then be blamed 
for doing their duty in advertizing Fathers and Mothers to withdraw their Children 
from a place where they believe their Souls are in danger. This Article then is of the 
2umber of thoſe of which the EdiCt demands the Reyocation. 


AKTITLE EYE 
Bonehres. 


7h.ut when Bonefires are to be made by the Order of his Majeſty is publick places, 
and when execution is done upon Criminals of the P, R. R. there Miniſters and 
others of the P. R. R. ſhall not have power to ſing Pſalms. 


T ie proſperity of the King and of the Eſtate will alwayes produce ſentiments ot 

Joy and Gladneſs, inthe hearts of thoſe of the P.R. R. as becomes the true and 
faithfuil Subjects of his Majeſty. They will render thanks unto God publickly intheir 
Temples, and alto bleſs him privately in their honſes. That it is to no purpoſe to for- 


bid 
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bid them to ſing Pſalms in publick places on what occaſion ſoever; and the Clergy have 


made uſe of this prohibition only to make ſhew that they attempt things w hich never 
came once in their thoughts. 


AK1.1LCG LE: XXL 


Burials in Churches or Church-yards. 


That the dead Bodies of thoſe of the ſaid P.R. R. may not be interred in the 
Church-yards of the Catholicks,nor in their Churches,upon pretext that the Tombs 
of their Anceſtors were there, or that they had there any right of Lordſhip or Pa- 


Fronage. 


His Prohibition is alſo needleſs, for that they of the ſaid Religion have never had 
any thoughts of interring their.dead in the Churches, nor in the Church-yards of 
them of the C. R.R. But this Article that ſpeaks of Patronages, gives occaſion to 
them of the P. R.R. to complain unto his Majefty of the wrong which is done them 
in all the Provinces of the Realm, by hindering them to enjoy their right of Patronage 
which was left them by the thirty fourth Article of the generals of the Edit of Names, 
and confirmed by an authentick Decree of the Council of Eſtate , July 10, 1651. by 
which his Majeſty doth beep and confirm his Subjeits of the P. R. R. in the poſſeſſion and en- 
joyment of naming capable perſons to the IN of which they are Patrons, with the charge 
only of naming Perſons that are Catholicks, of whoms it gives them power to make the ſaid no- 
minations and preſentations : which being done the Biſhops, Arch- Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſtical 
Collators ſhall be obliged to admitt in the ordinary Form ſuch nominations and preſentations as 
ſhall be ſo made;, His ſaid Majeſty Ordaining that this Regulation ſhould be executed from point 
to point according to the form and tenure thereof , notwithſtanding all Fudgements to the con- 
trary. If the Clergy have gotten any Decrees ſince this differing therefrom, they are 
Decrees gotten by Surprize, and which ought not to be put in ballance with this of 165 1 
which was granted in Foro contradittorio and upon full Cognizance of the Cauſe. They of 
the P.R.R.do therefore promife themſelves from the Kings Juſtice,that the conſideration 
of his own Ordinance, joyned with the authority of the Edi&, which in the eighty 
ninth Article willeth, that all Lords, Kmights, Gentlemen and others of what quality 
or condition ſorver they be of the P.R. R. ſhall be effettually preſerved in the enjoyment of all 
their Goods, Rights, Nominations, reaſons and attions, will cauſe him to maintain his Sub- 
jects of the faid Religion in a right which doth appertain fo legitimately unto 
them, and which is annexed to their Fees and Lands which they polleſs. If there be 
any ſmall appearance of difficulty in this matter, it is fully removed by the condition 
preſcribed in the Decree of 1651, which orders that the nominations and preſentations 
unto Benefices ſhall be made by perſons of the C. R.R. to whom the Lords of the 
P.R.R. ſhall have given their power. This condition was more than ſufficient to remoye 
from the moſt ſcrupulous what wy might find to objeCt againſt the right of 
Patronages poſleſled by them of a different Religion, for as to the mn and man- 
ners of thoſe whom they ſhall name to Benefices, there is no fear of abuſe therein, 
becauſe that it pertains to the Riſhops and Eccleſiaſticks to judge thereof, and that it is 
- their power not to admit any perſons in whom they do not find the neceſlary qua- 
ltles. 


AR T. XXIIL 


I ne ets ent 


L383) 


ARTICLE AXRIIL 
Expoſing dead Bodies before the Gates. 


That thoſe of the ſaid Religion may not expoſe their dead bodies before the doors 
of their _ nor make any exhortations or conſolations in the Streets upon 
occaſion of their Interrments. 


Hey pretend not hereto at all, and this tends only to perſwade his. Majeſty 

[ that they of the P. R.R. are an adyenturous preſumptuous buſie people, and 

which take to themſelves Liberties which they are not allowed, to the end 

they may hinder this great King from haying compaſlion on their Miſeries and hearing 
their groans, which the violence of their grief doth continually draw from them. 


ARTICLE. AXLY. 


The Hour and Number requiſite for Interrments. 


That the Interments of the dead Bodies of thoſe of the ſaid pretended Reformed 
Religion may not be made in thoſe places where the exerciſe of their Religion is 
not permitted, but in the morning at the break of the day, and in the evening 
in the entrance of the night,and that no greater number may be aſſiſt ing thereunto 
than ten Perſons of theKindred and Friends of the dead, and that for thoſe pla- 
ces where the publick exerciſe of the ſaid Religion is permitted, ys cow [nterr- 
ments be made from after the Month of April to the end of the Month of Sep- 
tember preciſely at ſix of the Clock in the morning, and ſix of the Clock at 
night ; and they may have for Convoys, if they pleaſe, the neareſt Kindred of 
the deceaſed, and to the number of thirty perſons only, their ſaid Kindred beins 
compriſed in that number. 


Tue greateſt animoſity ceaſeth for the moſt part afrer the death of the perſons who 
are hated, and thoſe who cannot be born with whilſt they are alive, become an ob- 

ject of compaſſion after they are dead ; this notwithſtanding the hatred of the Clergy 
againſt them of the P. R. R. extends it ſelf alſo beyond their deceaſe, and they are deli- 
rous to trouble them in their Sepultures, of which the ſaid conſolation is not denied to 
the greateſt enemies. The Article which the Eccleliaſticks have obtained, as alſo the 
Decree which they have gotten by ſurprize from the Counſel about this fad affair, is 
capable of engendring endleſs troubles and Suits. For they will continually moleſt per- 
{ons about the hour, namely whether the interrment be made after ſix in the morning, 
or before ſix at night: About the number, namely whether the Carriers of the Dead be 
to beeſteemed to make part of them that aſſiſt as Convoys; in which caſe it often falls 
out, when the aumber 1s limited to ten, that the Children cannot perform their laſt du- 
ty to their Father, or elle be conſtrained to carry him themſelves to the Grave. They 
will diſpute alſo whether thoſe that betake themſelves ro the Church-yard to behold 
the interrment,and thoſe which are found inthe ſtreet looking on the Bier as it paſleth,are 
not to be conſidered as exceeding the number permitted ; and they will find many other 
means to difquiet them of the P. R. R. on theſe occaſions, which are ſufficiently dolon- 
rous of themſelves. By which means we (hall daily find ſome poor familics who in 
the midſt of the tears they ſhed, and ſorrows which overwhelm them becauſe of the loſs 
of their dead, will ſee themſelves alto againſt all ſenſe of humanity, commirted into 
the hands of Judges who will condemn them, and of Serjeants who will execute their 
Sentences upon them with all rigour. The Edit of Namwes, nor other Edits and 
Declarations made therenpon,have never yet limited neither the time of Funerals, nor the 
number of perſons. They of the P.R.,R. have alwayes enjoyed a full and cnrire liberty 
in 
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in this reſpet;,and it is but of late that they have been deprived thereof by the ſolicitation 
of the Clergy : Wherciore they hope that his Majeſty conſidering that this limitation 
is a Nurſery of Suits and Diſorders, will revoke all this Article of the Declaration, and 
the Decrecs which have been made conform thereto, and will lcave them of the 
ſaid Religion in the liberty of their Burials, that they may enjoy them o and in the ſame 
manner as they have hcen accuſtomed to uſe them betore ſuch Decrees. 

But beſides all this his Majeſty will be pleaſed ro underſtand, that in the Countrey 
the execution of this Article 1s abſolutely impoſſible, tor the Church-yards are very 
far diſtant, and oftentimes it behooves them to travail two or three Leagyes to commit 
their Corps unto the earth. If then they be not to part from the houſe of the dead un- 
till the entry of the night, how can they make ſo tedious a Convoy through the horror 
of darkneſs,many times through dreadful wayes and mires, through which they will have 
all trouble imaginable to make paſſage? The morning hour doth not help this miſ- 
chief at all, for if they ſet out at break of day it will be neceſſary thereupon that they 
travel two or three hours after the San is riſen : from whence the Pariſh Prieſts will not 
fail ſpeedily to lay hold of occaſion to raile ſuits, and alſo to oppoſe the Convoy by 
violence, as it hath falien out in many places, ſo that the dead Corps hath been aban- 
doned in the midſt of a great High-way ; upon pretence that the interrment ought to 
have been accompliſhed by break of day, for which reaſon the Parliament of Roxer, 
who cannot be ſuſpected to be too fayourable to them of the P. R. R. have made a 
regulation importing that Burials in the Country may be made at all hours, except on- 
ly thoſe of the Divine Service of Catholick Apoſtolick Roman Churches. This being a 
thing evidently juſt, (ſhould be ordained through all the Realm, adding only an expli- 
cation of what 1s intended by the hours of Divine Service, that it comprizeth only the 
Morning Service and the Celebration of the Maſs, becauſe if the hours of Divine Ser- 
vice be underſtood to contain all thoſe in which any ſort of Ceremonies or Religious 
Offices may be performed, there will be no hours left free in the whole day for the In- 
terrments of thoſe of the P. R. R. from whence many Suits have bcen ſeen to ariſe in 
Normandy, about the hours of Divine Service. 

But inſtead of making an Article againſt tiem of the P.R.R. about the matter of 
Burials, it were much more neceſlary to make one againſt them of the C. A. R. Religi- 
on; for they trouble and abuſe the others exceſſively in their interrments, making Inſo- 
lent noiſes and cries after them; purſuing them with blows of ſtones, many times break- 
ing open the gates of their burying places; filling the graves appointed for their Sc- 
pulture with Bones and Ordure, and att many other indignities, of which the examples 
are ſo frequent , that it were a vain thing to make report of them. 

It is allo a thing very ordinary with them to hinder thoſe of that Religion from bu- 
rying their dead in their Pariſhes where their Predeceſlors have had Burial places, up- 
-on pretence that the publick exerciſe of their Religion is not there had or is not there 

rmitted. And oftentimes violence is uſed to diſleize them of the liberty acquired by 
the Edicts , and ſometimes they come to Arms, and that with a confuſed rout of peo. 
ple to diſpute with them the entry of their Burying places. It is to thele diſorders 
that his Majeſty is moſt humbly beſought to provide remedy, which may hinder that 
no ſuch violences nor ſeditious prattiſes may happen any more; by ordaining that 
the Funerals of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion may be freely made, with- 
out moleſtation or ſcandal ; and with prohibition to inſult over them in word or deed, 
according to the twenty ninth Article of the Edit of Narres ; as alſo to diſturb them 
in regard of the hour or number of Perſons in theſe occaſions. 
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ARII1CLE XXV. 
Burying Places. 


That the Burying places poſſeſſed by thoſe of the P. R. R. and thoſe which belong 
to Churches, ſhall be reſtored to the Catholicks, notwithſtanding all At; and 
Tranſactions to the contrary. And for thoſe Burying places poſſeſſed by them that 
are not belonging to Churches, in places where they have none but what are com- 
mon with the Catholicks, they of the ſaid P. R. R. ſhall exhibit within three 
Months the antient Regiſters of thoſe places before the Commiſſioners, Fxecutors 
of the Fdict,or their Catholick Subdelegates, to make proof that the ſaid Bu- 
rying places do not belong to the Catholicks ; in which caſe they ſhall be reſtored 
without any re-imburſement: And in caſe they of the ſaid P. R. R. do not pro- 
duce the ſaid Regiſters within the ſaid time, they ſhall be obliged to quit the 
ſaid Burying places to the Catholicks, without pretending to any damages by rea- 
{on thereof. And in caſe of Evittion from the ſaid Burying places, his Mzc- 
jeſty doth permit them to buy others at their own charge and expence in places 


commodious, and which ſhall be appointed them by the ſaid Commiſſioners or 
their ſubdelegates, | 


He hatred of the Clergy againſt the deceaſed of the P. R. R. is declared by dc- 
grees. Inthe twenty third Article they have forbidden them the liberty of 


b 
expoſing them before the doors of their Houſes, to expell them from that 
ſmall honour unto which IE 


they of the ſaid R.R. have never pretended, 
Then afterwards they deprived them of the convenicnce and benefit of Convoys in the 


24th Article. And behold here alſo they would take from them their Burying places that 
they might deprive them of Burial, which Humanity and the Laws of Nations have allow- 
ed all the World. It is manifeſt that the Eccleſiaſticks have obſerved no moderation in 
this Article, for they Will that RO all Acts and Tranſattions,the Burial places 
ſhould be taken from them of the P. R. R. If they had pretended that they had uſur- 
ped their Burial places there had been reaſon to oblige them to reſtore them, but to 
dipoſſeſs them of what belongs unto them by juſt titles, and by vertne of good Acts 
and authentick Tranſactions, is to haye no regard to right never fo well cltabliſh- 
cd. 

They will alledge that the Burying places belong to'Churches, and that thisis a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon to deprive them of the P. R. R. becauſe that their Divine Service is diſturb- 
ed by their Burials 1n this caſe. Eut the Funerals of thoſe of the faid R. cannot cauſe 
any the leaſt rrouble to them of the C. A. R. R. in their Churches, becauſe they are 
not made with Singing, Preaching, Prayers, or any Ceremony at their Interrment. And 
if the Burying places of them of the P. R.R. belong to any Churches, or are nigh them, 
they were the Commiſſioners deputed by his Majeſty who have choſen and alligned thoſe 
znto them in thoſe places by the conſent of the Pariſhioners. 

It is very true that thoſe of the ſaid Religion refuſe not to forgo thoſe Burial places 
hich appertain to Churches,and they will be very glad that others be given them in 
convenient places. Burt {ſince that thoſe Burying places have been given them by the 
Kings Commillioners, and they enjoy them by titles unqueſtionable ; it is altogcther 
jaſt that the Catholicks ſhcald delwer unto them others ; Or repay unto them the price of 


the ground, and charges of Reparations.and Augmentations which have been made by 
them. And thisis the moſt humble ſupplic 


| ation which they direct unto his Majeſty in 
21115 particular, 

For the other Burial-places which belong not to Churches, and which neverthele's 
ire common to them with thole of the C. A.R. R. the Article of the Declaration js in 
that point very furpriziag. For it requires that thoſe of the P.R. R. ſvould make proof 
that thoſe Burying places donot at all appertain to the Catholicks., That is to lay, they would 
oblige them to prove a negative, againſt all the Law of the World. It had bcen ſuficient 
fo require them to prove that theſe priviledges had belonged unto them. For poſlcſii- 
v1 None of more than forty years ſuffices, and hath the force of an uncontrovertable ti- 


tle 
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tle. But to conſtrain them to prove that theſe Burying places belong not to others, is 
indeed withont all excuſe. 

It is alſo true that thoſe of the P. R. R, refuſe not to quit the Burying places which 
they have Common with them of the C. A. R. R. Burt lince thele alſo have been aſ- 
ſigned them by his Majeſties Comiſſioners, and that they poſllels them by Atts and 
Tranfattions whoſe Truth cannot be drawn into queſtion ; Reaſon requires allo, that 
they be re-imburſed, or that they who would have their burying places,ſhould give them 
others at their wp and Expence in convenient place. 

But inſtead of diſputing with them of the P.R. R. the polleſſion of theic Burying 
places, it were more necellary to provide againſt the troubles which are given them to 
hinder their enjoyment of thoſe which are not belonging to Churches, nor common to 
them with the Catholicks. For thisis a very common evil, and which hath of late can- 
ſed ſtrange diſorders. For ſoit is, that when there dics in the Country any perſonof the 
P.R.R. in a Pariſh where there is no Burial-place appointed for them of that Com- 
munion ; if they would carry the Corps to ſome Burying place which they have,in ſome 
Neighbour-Pariſh , the Pariſh-Prieſts oppole them with incredible heat, yea tome of 
them have come alſo to that exceſs, as to threaten to raiſe the Country againſt the 
Bearers, and thoſe which did accompany the Bier. Being this is' an inhumane attion 
and which natural compaſlion cannot ſuffer, that the earth{ſhould be forbidden to any 
dead perſon whatſoever; the King is moſt humbly beſought to imploy his authority in 
this matter, and to ordain that either in every Village, ſome Burying place be delivered 
to them of the P. R. R. according to the twenty eighth Article of the EdiGt of 
Names; or that in ſuch places wherein they have no Burying place, they of the faid 
Religion 7 carry their dead to ſome Burying-place,which they have in ſome Neigh- 
bour-Pariſh, 


ARTICLE XXYI. 


Proceſs for Caſes reſerved to Provoſts. 


That Houſe-keepers of the ſaid P. R. R. againſt whom the Preſidial Courts ſhall 
iſſue Proceſs, in any caſe ſubjett to the Pariſliftion of the ordinary Fudzes or 
Provoſt, ſhall not cauſe the Competence to be Fuaged inthe Chamber of the Fditts 
when the ſaid Preſidial Courts have commenced the Suit before the Provoſts (or 
Ordinary Fudges ) but the Competence ſhall be Fudged by the ſaid Preſidial 

' Courts;in which caſe the Defendant may refuſe three Fudges without canſe known, 
according to the ſixty fifth Article of the Faitt of Nantes. Notwithſtanding the 
[aid Houſe-keepers of pretended Reformed Religion being Defendants upon any 
Crime under the Furiſdittion of the Ordinary local Fudges, may demand their 
remiſſion to the Chambers of the Faidt, for to cauſe the Competence to be there 


Fudged, where the Provoſt or Ordinary local Fudge (hall begin the Suit actor... 


ding to the 63, and 67 Articles of the Fdiit,which ſhall be executed as to /a- 
gabonas according to their form and tenor. And the Fudgement made pon the 
Declinator by the ſaid Chamber, for the Houſholders of the ſaid P. R. R. ſhall 
take place for the Catholicks Defendants, for, or upon the ſame Crime where 
the Proceſs ſhall be made conjunitly. 


P. R. R. whom itthrows back, eſpecially thoſe of the Provinces of Gaycmme, 
Lanowedoc, Province and Daxupbine,into the firſt condition in which they were bc- 
fore the erection of the Chambers of the Edict, which were expreſly agreed upon tor 
their ſakes, that they might not be letr expoſed to the paſllions of the inferiour Judges, 
whoſe Motions are commonly more ſuddain, more hot, and violent than thofe of So- 


T* Import of this Article is terrible, 1n that it reſpeXs the Lives of thoſe of the 


veraign Courts. This notwithſtanding, this Article withdraws the Houlſe-keepers of . 
the P. R. R. from under the Chambers of the Edict, to ſubjet them 1n Caules-1n . 


rhe Juriſdixtion of ordinary Judges unto the Preſidizl Courc, that they may Judge ol 
M them 
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them with Soveraign authority. Which the Clergy pretends to ground on this pre- 
tence. So it is, ſay they, that the EdiCt of NVarres in its ſixty ſeventh Article hath nor 
attributed to the Chambers ordained by this Edit, the power of judging of Competen- 
cies in Proceſs Criminal, *but only when they are brought by the Provoſts( ordinary local 
Judges ) and not when they are brought by Preſidial Courts. But there can be no- 
thing more unreaſonable than this imagination of the Clergy. For if Preſidial Courts 
cannot Judge of the competition of Proyoſts, ( inferiour Judges ) and are obliged to 
remit their Judgement to the Chambers of the Edifts, when the Defendant requires it; 
how much leſs are they capable to Judge of their own proper Competence ? 

For being herein they are concerned in their own perſonal and particular intereſt, 
there is cauſe certainly wherefore they ſhould be the more ſuſpefted ; what appearance of 
Reaſon can there be to make them Judges of their own propoſals ? Andto what danger 
ſhall not the lives of them of the P. R. R. be expoſed for the fature,if they be abandoned 
to thoſe Judges,out of whoſe hands they have been withdrawn ſo many years by the Edit, 
who come now to revenge themſelves on them for the time they have loſt ? 

Neither may they prerend to diminiſh this danger, by ſaying that the Preſidents can- 
not make Criminal Proceſs againſt any Houſe-holder of the P.R. R. but only in caſes 
ſubject to Provoſts,ordinary local Judges; for if they be once eſtabliſhed Judges of their 
own Competencies all Crimes ſhall become Proyoſtall in their hands, whereia perſons 
of this Religion ſhall be concerned; ſo inſtead of one Provoſt (Inferiour Judge) from 
whom the Edi&t doth exempt them, they ſhall have many who ſhall treat them ſevere- 
ly upon all occaſions. And it will come to paſs oftentimes that the Preſidial Courts 
by a ſuddainneſs as formidable as that of the moſt fiery Proyoſts ( ordinary Judges ) 
will diſpatch an honeſt man in twenty four hours time; becauſe he hath not any means 
to bring himſelf before his proper Judges,who are the Chambers of the Edit. Farther- 
more,it appears manifeſtly by the ſettlement of this 67 Article of the Edit of Nantes, 
that the intention of the Law-giver was to comprehend equally under the ſame Law 
the Proyoſts and the Preſidial Courts: for after that he had ordained that the Compe- 
tency ſhould be judged by the ſaid Chambers, if the Defendant did require it, he adds, 
That as well the Judges in Preſidial Courts as the Prevoſts Marſhal, vice-Bayliffs, vice-Sheriffs, 
and all others that Fudge finally, (ould be obliged reſpettively to obey and ſatisfie the commands 
given them by the ſaid Chambers, in ſuch manner as they have been accuſtomed to do to Parli- 
aments, upon pain of deprivation from their Eftates : Where it is manifeſt that the right of 
Judging Competencies granted unto thoſe Chambers, reſpects the one as well as the 
other ;, for the Preſidials have not received power to Judge finally in the four 
Proyoſtal Caſes ( 5. e. which belong to inferiour Judges) otherwiſe than thoſe Provoſts 
had it before - So that the authority of the one ought not to be priviledged more than 
that of the others who firſt exerciſed it. In a word, there needs but one thing to be 
noted for diſcoyery of the ſurprize in this Article'of the Declaration, which is this. 
That the EdiCt hath abſolutely taken away from Parliaments the Cognizance of Proceſs 
Criminal againſt them of P. R. R. and the Declaration hath attributed ſoveraign Judge- 
ments of the ſame unto the Preſidial Courts. Is it becauſe the Preſidial Courts are 
more capable,more illuminate, and leſs paſſionate than the Parliaments? who ſees nor 
in this the ſurprize of the Clergy, from which may it pleaſe the King to ſecure thoſe 
of the ſaid Religion by a revocation of this Article 

But they have need that his Majeſty would herein allo redreſs another miſchief. For 
they haveattempted to ruine their liberty likewiſe in regard of criminal Proceſs, which 
they make againſt them by the Provoſt Marſhals or by their Leivetenants. Witneſs the 
Decree got from the Council by ſurprize the 1 5 of Oftober 1647. which declaring that 
the Crimes of making and uttering falſe Moneys, altering the ſpecies and clipping of 
Gold or Silver ; and the Adherents and Accomplices of theſe Crimes, ſhould be in the 
ſole PAINTER of the Provoſts in caſe of citation by them, whether the Defendants 
were houtholders or not ; did forbid the Chamber of the Edit in Caftres to receive the 
Petitions of Appeal,which ſhould be cqumanr"s unto them by theſe of the P. R. R. upon 
theſe Capital heads, when they ſhould be accuſed thereof;or ro decree any diltreſſes againſt 
the Clerks of the Proyoſts (ordi  y Judges) for not remitting of the proceedings, 
which had been made before ther gainſt the Defendants, if they were not aCtually in 
their Priſons. Wherenpon it comes to paſs that the Provoſt Marſhals will no longer 
obey the Chambers of the Edict, which having made way for divers conflicts about 
Juriſdiftion before the Council, Decrees were obſerved with aſtoniſhment to be 
given ſhortly after, which denied unto the parties accuſed, the remiſſion which they de- 
manded of the Chamber of Csſtres to judge of the Competence. There can be nothing 
more contrary than this not only ro the Edict, but even to the Kinys laſt Declaration, 
whoin this 26th Article agrees ſo expreſly that the Houſholders of the P. R. R. being 


Defendants 
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Defendants in any caſe Provoſtal (;, e. ſubject to ordinary Judges) ſhould be remitted to 
the Chambers of the Edit, where their Proceſs is made by the Provoſts;ſotrue is it that 
one prejudice granted againſt them of the faid Religion- makes way for many others, 
and gives boldneſs to puſh on againſt them the extremity of cigour. For this cauſe,the 
King taking notice of the conſequence of the breaches which may be made of the Edi@t, 
will be pleaſed to preſerve it intire, cauſing for that intent this Article to be expunged, 
which is found (o _—_— unto this Edit, giving fuch aſſurance unto his Subjects of the 
P.R.R. or to Proyolts Marſhal,that they may never more have cauſe to fear any thing be- 
cauſe of their Juriſdiftion,from which they are ſo formally exempeed, nor of the De- 
_— — would ſubje& them thereunto, which they i y demand of his Majeſty 
to re . 


ARTICLE XXﬀVIL 


The Preceding of Judges. 


That the Fudges of the ſaid P. R. R. in Sheriffs Courts and others, may not 
preſide in the abſence / the heads of their Company, but Catholicks only, who 
(hall be mouth to the reſt ; Fs as to exclude the Officers of the ſaid P. R. R. not- 
withſtanding that they be the more Ancient. | 


ſhall this blaſting Article be reconciled with the 2th of the Edit of Nantes ? 
in which they of the P. R. R. are declared capable ro bold and exerciſe all Eſtates, 
Dignities, Offices and Charges publick, what ſoever, and to be indifferently admitted and received 
without being rejetted or hindred from enjoying them,becauſe of the ſaid Religion. And with 
the forty eighth of the peculiars of the ſaid Edict which expreſſeth, That the moſt anci- 
ent preſident in the Chambers Miparties ſhould preſide in the Audience, and in his abſence the 
ſecond, the order and rank eſtabliſhed for the Preſidents, ſerve for a rule to the Judges 
Aſſefſors. Beſides, this matter hath alſo been decided by the Royal anſwers of #, 
the Great, as well in the Paper of 1599. upon the firſt Article of the twelfth Chapter, 
as that of 1663 upon the 19 Article. The King therefore, who with a deſign truly 
worthy the greatneſs of his Soul,is reſolved to walk in all things after the glorious 
ſteps of his Grand-Father, will be pleaſed to maintain that which hath been ſo juſtly 
eftabliſhed by that admirable Prince, and will cauſe this Article which is contrary there- 
unto, to be put out of the Declaration. 

The importance is ſo great, that if this rm be left therein,it will continually 
furniſh new matter for inſulting over the of the P.R. R. and toput ſuch affronts 
upon them as will render their lives extremely bitter. This hath been ſeen of late in 
AMounauban, where the private Lievetenant of the Preſidial Court of that Town, hath had 
a pretenſion the moſt unreaſonable in the World, and notwithſtanding hath procured it 
by ſurprize to be authorized, having obtained upon Petition to the Council a Decree, 
importing that another Leivetenant of the ſame Bench bur of the C. A. R. R. ſhould 
take place,not only in that which is proper to the Preſidency, but in all other Functions 
of his Charge, raging 1 7] oe he was the younger in admiſſion; which is expreſ- 
ly againſt not only the Edict, but alſo to a Decree of the Council given in the 26th of 
February, 1664. on the behalf of the Officers of the Court of Aids of Montpellier : for 
there it is ordained that the Officers of the P. R. R. ſhould in all other Aft as well as 
that of preſiding,and being mouth of the Courts be preſerved in their rank, ſitting, place 
of ſeniority,and Prerogatives according to the Order of their admiſſion. Therefore the 
other Decree which reſpeCts the Leivetenant of AMontaubau being contrary to the prece- 
ding ſettlement of the Edit and the Decrees of the Council, cannot in any wiſe ſtand 
good, and the King is humbly beſought to null it, as a ſurprize made upon him by a Pe- 
tition as uncivil in its groundas artificial 1n its ntterance. 


ARIICLEE AXVIII. 
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ARTICLE XXVII. 


Proceſs of ,Commonaltics. 


i 


That the Proceſs that concern the Generality of the Towns and Commiinalties wholc 
Conſuls are Parties in this quality,although the Conſulat be Miparties,ſhall wat 
drawn into the Chambers of the Editt for affairs that concern ACCOMPITS 


only ; although alſo ws: ſt them the number of the perſons of the ſaid P. R.R. 
be preater thin of the Catholicks, ſaving only to the particular perſons 


of the [aid P. R. R.. to enjoy their privitedge of Appeal to the [aid Chambers 
of the Faitt, in which we will that they be pr lerved according to the Editts. 


'J He intent of this Article is more dangerous than the words. For therein is found 

by all appearance a fault in the gmprefſion,and that in'theſe words, For affairs which con- 
cern ACCOMPTS only, the word Accomprs is put by miſtake for that of Commonatties. 
For this Article is taken out. of a Decree made in Council, the ſeventeenth of November 
1664. by which the Cognizance of all affairs of Towns and of Corporations; 'in which 
the Conſuls are parties In this quality, is taken from the Chambers of the Edi&t, albeit 
in thoſe Communities the Conſulate be Mipartie and that thercin be more perſons of the 
P. R. R. than Catholicks. 

But both that Decree, and this Article of the Declaration are a ſurprize made upon 
the Kings Juſtice. For the Edift of Narres is to all purpoſes contrary to this new 
ſettlement. And the 34th Article of the Generals cannot ſuffer it. There it may be 
ſeen that the Law-giver after. he had eſtabliſhed the Chambers of the Edidt, regulates 
their Competence,and ordains That they ſhould takg Cognizance and Judge ſoveraiguly and 
finally by Decree privative to all others, of Proceſs, and Differences, moved and to be moved, 
#n which thoſe of the P. R, R. ſhould be the principal Parties or ſecarities, whether Plaintiff or 
Defendant, and im all matters Civil or Criminal, whether the Proceſs were made in writing or 
by verbat appeal. It is not poſſible to give a larger extent to the Competence of thoſe 
Chambers. For the EdiCt ſpeaks generally of all Proceſſes, and all Diflerences, moved 
or to be moved, 1n all matters Civil and Criminal, when they of the P.R.R. are De- 
fendants or Plaintiffs, Parties Principall, or Security, by Writing or Word, Can there be 
any donht, conſidering this exaCtneſs,that it was not the mind of the Edict to attribute 
zo the Chambers which it ereCted;the Cognizance of all affairs of them of the ſaid Re- 
ligion,in what manner of canſe ſoeyer they might be; and that in this gencrality, proceſs 
in which Communalttes were made parties,ſhould not be comprized as well as others? 

And that which affords a proof yet more clear, is, that in the ſame Article of the 

Edict, after that he had fo ſtrongly extended the Competence of the Chambers, he 
comes in the ſequel to ſpecifie the reſtriftions which ought to be made thereto. 
Except faith he, for all matters of Benefices and Poſſeſſions of Tythes not inſeoft, Eccleſi- 
aſtich, Patronages , and cauſes wherein ſhall' be concerned the Rights, Duties or Demaines 
of the Church, which ſhall be created and Judged by the Courts of Parliament, Jo that the ſaid 
Chambers of the Edilt ſhall have no Coonizance thereof. There is no perſon that may not 
eaſily gather from hence, that if the Proceſs of Communities, in which they of the 
P. R.R. have intereſt, could not be brought to the Chambers of the Edict, they onght 
:0 have been placed in this exception, which ſo particularly notes out all the reſer- 
ved caſes: and in that 1t hath not ſpoken thereof, it is an indubitahle proof that the 
EdiCt had no intention thereof to deprive the ſaid Chambers. 

On the contrary, it appears manifeſtly by the 51. Article of the generals, that it 
would have the Chamber to Judge of the affairs of Communaltics and Towns. For there 
theſe words are read,T vere ſhall be made unto the ſaid Chambers AMiparties,propoſutions, delibe= 
rations, aid reſolutions which belong to the publick, Peace,or for the peculiar ejt ate and polity of the 
Towns where theſe Chambers ſhall be. For if the affairs which reſpect the publick peace,and 
thoſe which concern the eſtate and polity of the Towns, be under the Juriſdiction of 
theſe Chambers; it may reaſonably be concluded that thoſe of the Communaltics are 
not without their Competencie, being that of all the affairs of the Communaltics there 


are none of greater importance, than thoſe of the publick Peace and Polity of the 
'T owns. | 


And 


prouum_u_nee__w_wrs 


C45 | 

And certainly reaſon alſo doth evidently agree in this with the Edit, For if in parti- 
cular affairs, wherein one perſon alone of the P. R.R. is concerned, the Cognizance bc- 
longs to the ſaid Chambers, to the excluſion of Parliaments, then much more in gene- 
ral affairs, in which thouſands of People are included, and how much more in the affairs 
of thoſe Commonalties wherein they of the P. R. R. are found to be many more in 
number than the Catholicks ? Every thing follows the nature of the parties; and being 
the Chambers of the EdiCt only have the power to Judge Soveraignly of all the parti- 
cular Intereſts,in which they of the ſaid Religion pretend to have ſome right, how can 
they conteſt againſt their Judgement in their general intereſts, who are the body and 
Compoſitum whereof the others are only members and parts ? 

For to ſay that the Commonalties ought alwayes to be eſteemed Catholicks,how 2reat 
ſoever the number be of thoſe of the P.R. R. is an allegation which cannot fatisfie any 
equitable perſons. This Maxim though it were certain, cannot be extended farther than 
to reſpect things purely honourable, and where the publick authority is not only touch- 
ed; but not to reſpett matters of gain,in which the queſtion 1s only of Intereſt ; and of 
this rank are the Proceſſes in which the generality cannot ſuffer, but the particulars muſt 
alſo infallibly ſuffer at the ſame time. Being therefore the Edict doth ſecure the lives 
and Eſtates of thoſe of the P. R. R. their Intereſts ought to be preſerved in all forts of 
affairs, whether they be common or particular. 

[t is in yain to reply here that the Article of the Declaration provides ſufficiently 
for their Intereſt in agreeing that every one ſhould have apart, the Priviledge of his Ap- 
peal to the Chambers of the Edict. For beſides that this benefit, which doth only re- 
gard private perſons of the ſaid Religion, hinders not but that they may be hurt in 
common : it 15 certain that the private perſons themſelyes will find no relief for their 
ſufferings. For when once they are condemned by the Parliaments in their Body, in the 
Community; they will deride them when every one in particular comes to help him- 
ſelf by his Priviledge, and betakes him to the Chambers of the Edifts. They will treat 
them as perſons already condemned, they will hear them no more - they will deſpiſe all 
their reaſons, they ſhall have brave demanding Juſtice, they will not forbear to ruine 
them piecemeal, and ſend them back with their Appeal to pay thoſe ſums from which 
they were exempt by the Edict. 

This Article therefore being fo troubleſome, and ſo prejudicial to them of the P.R.R. 
his Majeſty is moſt humbly belought to diſcharge them thereof , without having any 
regard to the Decree of the ſeventeenth of November 1664. and to permit the Cham- 
bers of the Edicts the Soverain Judgement in all their Proceſs and all their differences, 
with reſervation only of thoſe, whoſe Cognizance belong to the Courts of Aids and 
Chambers of Accompts, which they do not pretend to decline in affairs which are in 
their competence, 


————_ 


ARTICLE XXIX. 
States and Seffions of Dioceſles. 


That according to the Declaration of 1631, and the twenty ſeventh Article of 
the Editt of Nantes, in the Towns where the Conſulates and Conſul Politicks 
are Miparties, the firſt Conſul ſhall be choſen out of the number of ſuch Tn- 
habitants as are beſt qualified, and of ability to bear Ceſſes ; with prohibition 
to thoſe of the P. R. R. to demand admittance to the firſt Conſulate, neither 
lf the Eſtates they held in the Provinces, nor in the Seſſions of the Dio- 
ceſſes. 


Itherto the Clergy have done nothing elſe but contradict the Edifts, but here they 
H alſo contraditt themſelves. For in this Articte which they have ſuggeſted, and 
is a ſurpriſe, they would, that according to the Declaration of 1631, and the twenty 
ſeventh Article of the Edit of Nantes, the firſt Conſul ſhould be of the C. A.R. R. and 
that thoſe of the P. R. R. be not admitted to the firſt Conſulate, nor be admitted 1nto 
the Eſtates, nor into the Seſſions of the Dioceſies. In the mean time, the twenty fe- 
venth Article of the Edit, Atmits thoſe of the ſaid Reli2ion to all Eſtates, Dignities, 

N Offices, 


"724 


[. 46 ] 


O fices, andpublick Charges z as alſo it receives them into all Councils, Deliberations, Aſſem- 
blies and Funitions, which depend thereon indifſerently, and without diſtinition, So thar 
whilſt they alledge this Article, the y deſtroy it ; and inaking ſemblance to execute it, 
they utterly overturn it from top to bottom, = | 
As for the Declarationof 1631 they have but little more faithfully cited it to his Maje. 

ſty. For here we ſee is a uae ſettlement, which forbids them of the P. R. R. to 
enter into the Aſſemblies of the Eſtates which are held in the Proyinces. Whereas thar 
Declaration of 1631 was particularly for them of Zagnedec aud Guienne;, and it ſpeaks 
nothing atallof their entrance inthe Aſſemblies of the Eſtates; but only of the myparty 
diviſion of the Conſulates and Politick Charges. It is indeed true, that the Declara- 
tion ordains, that the firſt Conſul ſhould be always of the C.A.R.R. And becauſe of 
all the Conſuls none but the firſt enters the Aſſembly of the Eſtates in Languedoc, the 
ſaid Declaration by that means ſhuts the Door againſt all the Conſuls of P. R.R. in 
that Province; which is a formal oppolition to the ſaid twenty ſeventh Article of the 
Edidt, and they of the P. R. R. have good ground thereof to: demand a revocation. 
But fo far are they at this day from repairing the wrong which they did then, that 
they have aggravated it yet more, and have in divers places outed them of the P.R.R. 
from the Conſulate whole and entire, which the Declaration of 1631 had only made 
miparty; and now over and above all, the Clergy by an evident ſurpriſe have here ta- 
ken occaſion by an Ordinance which hath reſpect onlyto the Conſuls of Languedoc, 
ro forbid the entrance into the Aſſemblies of the Eſtates generally to all thoſe of the 
P. R.R. in what part of France ſoeyer they live; that they might comprehend in this 
excluſion thoſe perſons which have right thereto by the Edict, and which is more, which 
are in peaceable poſſeflion, and who never have beenqueſtioned for their entrance into, 
aud rank in the Eſtates of their Country ; as the Jurats of Bearn, who without diſtin- 
Ction of Religion have been always for more than this hundred years received into the 
Eſtates of their Province. As allo the Lords, Gentlemen and others of this Religi- 
on, who without any difficulty have been admitted into all the Eſtates of the Realm, 
and who here implorethe Juſtice of his Majeſty for the conſervation of their Right, be- 
ſeeching his Majeſty to declare, that it is not his intention to deprive them thereof. 
But the ſurpriſe of the Clergy doth not ſtay here ; but that which renders it altogether 
inſupportable, are the laſt words where they mention the Seſſions of rhe Dioreſſes, this is 
a Novelty which was never heard of before, and renders the condition of thoſe of the 
P.R. R. wholly deplorable. "Though it might well be ſaid, that as to the Eſtates, the 
firſt Conſulate being taken from them of the ſaid Religion by the Declaration of 1631, 
they. conld not, according to the terms of that Declaration, pretend to have any cn- 
trance there: yet the ſame cannot be extended to the Seſſions of the Dioceſles, for to 
this day all the Conſuls from the firſt to the laſt as well of the one as of the other Reli- 
gion have always without difference had entrance into theſe Seſſions of the Dioceſles, 
becauſe they are Cozquators (z. e. Aﬀeſſors)) born, as they ſpeak in Languedoc, that is 
to ſay, that inthe quality of Conſuls, they haye all the right of proceeding unto the 
diviſion of the Taxes, and other Impoſitions laid on the Dioceſfles by the order of the 
Eſtates; the Seſſions being nothing elſe but an Aſſembly made in every Dioceſs, after 
the ſitting of the Eſtates, for making neceſlary Impoſitions. Being then there is nothing 
treated of in theſe Seſſions, but the diviſion of the Charges which are to be born by 
them of the P. R. R. as well as others; and that all the Confuls without exception have 
right to aſliſt there, it is juſt that they ſhould be admitted as heretofore, for the Pre- 
ſervation of their Intereſts there. For by what juſtice can they baniſh from thoſe Seſli- 
ons the perſons who are to bear the oe part of the Charges, who pay to the Kin 
much more than they of the C. A.R.R. becauſe they are more in number, and poſſeſs 
more Lands; the difference being ſo great, thar of eight parts they have ſeven in di- 
vers places; wherefore ſhall they be driven from thoſe Aſſemblies where they have ſo 
great an intereſt, if not to thisend, that in their abſence they may caft on them the 
whole charge to be born, that they may ruine them, and overwhelm them by unreaſon- 
able Impoſitions, and many times contrary to the Edits, and that they may treat them 
not as Subjects of the King, and Natural French, but as Strangers and Priſoners of 
War, whom they would put to their ranſom? Being then all this Article is contrary to 
the EdiCt, and to the Liberties of thoſe of the P. R.R. and drawing after it the ruine 
of their Eſtates, let it by the King's good pleaſure be caſt out of the Declaration, ar. 
above all, the end which excludes them of the ſaid Religion from entring into the E- 
ſtates and the Seſſions of the Dioceſles; and forto ſecure their repoſe in a point of ſo 
great conſequence, they do moſt humbly beſeech his Majeſty to reſcind all the Decrees, 
ſudgments, and Declarations, which may have given any occaſion to this Article. ' 
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ARTICLE XXX. 


ED LEW 
Common Council of Towns, and;;Commonalties. 
2) glavil v- 
That in al Aſſemblies of Towns and Communities, the Cathdlick 'Conſuls, and 
Common-Council-men be at leaſt of equal nurhber to 9: of the P.RR. into which 
emblies the Refor or Vicar may enter, as one of the Common-council, and 


have the firſt vote, in want {4 other Inhabitants better qualified, and without 
prejudice to the right of thoſe oy which may appertain to Ecclefpaſticks, pro- 
vided of Benefices ſutuate in the ſaid places, | 


6 manner then of putting this Article into execution in all Communities, being 
there aredivers places inthe Realm, where all the Inhabitants are of the P.R_R. 
is reſerved to the Parſon and his Vicar. It will therefore come to paſs, that in fuch 
places they can never aſſemble, and that the publick Aﬀairs be wholly deſerted ; whete 
the Voters are not aboye four in number, which is not at all reafenable; and befides 
there are occaſions in which it will be impoſſible. For ſomerimes Afﬀairs occur which 
concern the Parſon and other Eccleſiaſticks ; fo that in thoſe places where there are 
noneof the C. A. R.R. but the Parſon and his Vicar, no deliberation can poſlibly be 
had in thoſe Accidents. Adde hereunto, that in many places there are ancient Statutes 
which exclude the Eccleſiaſticks from entring the Town-Houſes, for that they contri- 
bute nothing to the ordinary Charges, by reaſon of their Privileges; and therefore it 
is not juſt to put into their hands the conduCt of the Affairs which concern the Commu- 
nities. - And it may alſo be feared, leſt the Afairs of the King receive prejudice, be- 
cauſe in theſe Aſſemblies the Curats, Parſons and Vicars will have ſo great care of the 
Intereſts of the Clergy, that thole of his Majeſty may thereby be incommodated. 
This Article therefore not being poſlible to be executed, doth of it ſelf require to be 
{uppreſled. 


ARTICLE XXXI. 
Single Municipal Employments. 


That the Charges of the Secretaries to Conſular Houſes, Clerks to Communities, 
Clock-keepers, Porters, and other Charges Municipal, which are ſingle, (hall 
zot be held by any but Catholicks only. 


T muſt needs be, that the Clergy have a ſtrange hatred againſt thoſe of the P.R. R. 
being they cannot ſuffer them to be ſo much as Clarks, Clock-keepers, or Porters. 
Should not they take notice how contrary this pretenſion is to the intent of his Majeſty, 
who declares, that he wills That the Ed;& of Nantes be exattly obſerved; that Edit 
which admits indifferently, and without diſtinCtion in the twenty ſeyenth Article, Thoſe 
of the P.R. R. to all Eſtates, Dignities, Offices and Charges publick whatſoever belonging to 
Knights, Nobles or Cities, of which theſe laſt are they which this Declaration terms mu- 
nicipal. In the mean time againſt a ſettlement ſo clear repeated and confirmed ja the 
tenth Article of the particulars, they will not allow the leaſt employments, nor the 
ſmalleſt Offices te them of *this R. Ought not the Clergy to haye had more reſpec to the 
King's Royal Promiſe, and not to have demanded of his Majeſty things which he hath 
pnbliſhed to the whole world, to be contrary to his will, whilſt he declares, that he will 
obſerve the Edict of Nantes * But this Article doth not only combat the Editt, but it 
furpalles alſo the rigour of the Declaration 1631, which imports that all the Munict- 
pal Charges ſhould be Miparties, and that one half of them ſhould be ſypplyed with 
thoſe of the C.A.R. R. andthe other half of the P.R.R. which is fo well ay” + 
tart 


"as hath beenalready obſery 
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that the ſingle places, as thoſe of the Secretaries to the Conſular houſes, ie uſed by 


turns one year by a Perſon of the C. A. R. R. and another year by one of the P.R.R. 
and fo in order conſecutively. , E314 -H-:£ 


There are therefore no bounds to the Animoſity of the Eccleſiaſticks againſt them of 
the P. R.R. Inthe Year 1631, they were content to, demand that the Municipal Offices 
ſhould be Miparties, 'now theywil wholly exclude th6fe of the Aid Religion, In which 
it muſt be avowed, that they little conſider Reaſon fo they ſatishe themſelves.For Goods 
and Lands heing,pollefled by them. gf the: P> RR. as well as others; the 


inequality it 
Fe1f being ſo great in een; cate of eight parts thoſe of the P.R. R: poll my 


ryed ; can there be any rcaſon-to require that all the Titles and 
the Records of Heritages an of Lands,fhould remain in the hands of thoſe of the C. a. 
R:R.to diſpoſe attheir pleafitre,andto cauſe the ſubſtance of others to diſappear when they 
ſhall be poſſeſſed with enyy toward them, or any other emotjon inſpired by the diver- 
fity of their Religion,ſhall cauſe them to conceiye ſuch a deſign? 

This is therefore an Article upon which the Juſtice of the King is implored to cauſe 
it to be intirely aboliſhed, and his Majeſty may eaſily judge of how great importance 
it is to retain a ſettlement ſo rigorous, in that it continually farniſheth new vexations 
to his Subjects of the P. R.R. asappears by the injury done to them of Caſtres, where 
under pretext of this Article which forbids them all ſingle municipal charges, they 


. Will not permit themany longer to be Porters to the Town ; notwithſtanding that this 


charge is not a ſingle one, and that there are many Porters according to the nnmber of 
the Gates. This 1s a very clear proof that theleaſt pretext ſerves to bring the utter- 
moſt extremity upon them of the P. R. R. becauſe they look on them as perſons upon 
whom they may attempt all things without fear of puniſhment. 


ARTICLE XXXEL 
Trades and Profeſſions. 


That in the Aſſemblies of the ſworn Maſters of Trades, the Cathslicks ſhall be at 
leaſt equal in number to thoſe of the P.R. R. 


T behooves that we voluntarily cloſe our eyes that we may not perceive that this 
[ Article proceeds farther thanit ſeems, and that the Clergy hath here another de- 
ſign than what appears in their words.For they know that there are places where all the 
Maſters of certain Tradesare of the P. R. R. for that thoſe of the C. A. R. R. neglect 
thoſe Profeſſions, and apply not themſelves thereunto. From whence the Clergy could 
not fail to infer, that it was impoſlibke to put this Article in execution in thoſe places. 
But the Eccleſiaſticks would in- this affair cover another more ſecret intention. That 
is, toreduce and limit the number of the Maſters in every Trade. For, if in the Compa- 
nies of the ſworn Maſters, thoſe of the C. A. R. R. ought to be at leaſt in like num- 
ber with them of the P.R.R. it will quickly be concluded from thence that no Maſters 
are tO be received, untill the number of thoſe of the Catholick A.R.R. become equal tothe 
others. And they will then proceed yet much farther , for then they will have the 
number of the Maſters of the C. A. R. R. to be much greater than that of the others, 
and that the ſame proportion is to be kept which is in every place betwixt the perſons 
of both Religions. This is the reaſon that the Parliament of Normandy hath forbid- 
den the admitting of any Goldſmith, or Grocer of the P. R.R. in the Town of Rowen, 
untill ſuch times as they are reduced to fifteen, that is to ſay, that for fifteen Goldſmiths 
of the C. A. R. R. there can be but one of the P. R. R. 

That which is done in Trades is done alſo with the ſame rigour in all liberal Arts, 
in all Profeſſions, and in all Imployments. It is no more poſlible to cauſe them to re- 
ceive any Adyocates of the ſaid Religion, and the Parliament of Rover have miade a re- 
gulation, ſecret indeed, but which is executed with all poſſible exaCtveſs, importing that 
they will not receive any more Adyocates of the P.R. R. untill ſuch times as they are 
reduced to the number of ten for the Parliament, two for the Preſidial Courts and 
Bailywicks, and one only for the Sheriffs Courts, that is, that there be none received in- 


to Parliament for fifty years, for that half an age at Jcaſt will be neceſſary to make this 
Reduttion to the number of ten, 


in 
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In like manner they receive no more Clerks, no more Notaries nor Meſſengers, no 
more Ulſhers nor Sezrjeants, no more Attorneys. And we ſee with prief in the {uppreſ- 
ſion which is made of a certain number of Attorneys in every ſeat. of Judicature, they 
have pitched alltogether of them of the P. R.R. thar they may drive them from all the 
Jurifdiftions of the Realm. It is incredible that ever ſuch a Change could be ſeen to 
come in an Eſtate where the Edit of Wares hath been fo well verified by Parliaments, 
and ſo authentickly confirmed by the ſucceſſors of Henry the Great, Upon what grounds 
do they interdict them of the P. R. R. of the Funttions of Counſellors, Clerks or At- 
torneys? what have thoſe charges common with Religion? And to exclude them of the 
P. R. R. from the quality of Counſellors, is no other than to cauſe that their Innocence 
and the Merits of their Cauſes ſhould be without ſupport before the Tribunals, that 
they may be oppreſſed at the pleaſure of their enemies, and adverſe Parties. For to 
reduce them of the P. R. R. to ſerve themſelves of no others than Councellors of the 
Ca. A. R.R. were to take from them all means to defend themſelyes in matters of Reli- 
gion, there being no likelihood that Counſellors of another Faith would take on them 
to defend Intereſts of that Nature; or if they would,it muſt needs be done with ſuch 
feebleneſs and negligence, that no ſucceſs could be thereupon expected, 

They proceed ſo far herein as not to be willing to ſuffer any Phyſitians of the P.R.R. 
as if the Precepts of Hyppocrartes and Galen were incompatible with the confeſſion of the 
Faith of the P. R. R. Churches. The Parliament of Rozen have limited the number of 
two to that great Town, and almoſt all the Univerſities of France begin to refuſe the 
Degrees of Doctor in Phyſick to thoſe of the P. R. R. notwithſtanding that we ſee the 
Fews,open and declared enemies of Chriſtianity, do exerciſe this profellion, and h1l eyen 
the Chairs of Phyſick in the moſt famous Univerlities of /caly, 

Finally it is not ſufficient to ſay that they do at this day limit the number of thoſe 
of the P.R. R. that aſpire to Profeſſions and Arts, we mult allo add that they exclude 
them wholly. For it is not without incredible pains that any one hath admittance. And as 
for Trades, they refuſe with a high hand in a manner all thoſe that offer themſelves, 
without alledging any other cauſe than their Religion. This isnot only ſimply to ſhut 
upon them the gate to Honours and Dignities; but it 1s alſo to take away from them of 
the ſaid Religion, all means of gaining their Lively-hood ; and to condemn them cruelly 
to dye of hunger ; as if there were left no more humanity for them neither in their hearts 
nor in their Spirits. 

It is true that the King hath been willing to remedy this injuſtice by his Decrees gi- 
ven in Council the 28th of June, the 13th of September and 1ota of November 1665. 
by which it is ordained that thoſe of the P. R. R. ſhould be indifterently admitted to 
Arts and Trades ſerving their Apprentiſhips, and doing their Maſter-pieces, by which 
alſo the contrary Decrees of the Parliament of Roxen are reſcinded. 

But there are three things which grief and neceſſity force them of the ſaid Religion 
to prefent before his Majeſty The firſt is, that neither the Parliaments nor the inferi- 
our Juriſdictions depending on them have any regard at all to theſe Decrees of the 
Council. They make open profeſſion not to regard them, and they are not afraid to 
ſay aloud that they will not yield to them at all, if the King do not expreſs himſelf 
otherwiſe, nor make them underſtand his Will by a Declaration formal. In effe&t the 
Court of Money by a Decree of the 17th of December 1666. have forbidden any Maſter 
of the Goldſmiths to be received in Roxer, untill ſuch times as the number of the Catho- 
licks be ſupplyed : And thereupon the Juriſdiction of Mony in the faid Town hath re- 
fuſed an Apprentice-Goldſmith to be received Maſter, and have diſmiſſed him lately 
by their ſentence of the 1 2th of Fuly 1668. | 

The Parliament of Paris hath fined one named Magdalen de 12 Fond, and put her to pay 
Colts and Damages,and forbids her the exerciſe of the trade of a Linnen Merchant by 
their Decree of the ſeventh of September 1665. ſomewhat more than two Months af- 
ter the firſt Decree of the Council which ordained,that thoſe of the P.R.R. ſhould be 
indifterently admitted to Arts and Trades, being dated June 28, 1665. And which is 
yet more aſtoniſhing, the Council it ſelf made a Decree of the like Nature, Auguſt 21 
of the ſame year 1665. to forbid tbat there ſhould be any Linnen Merchant in Paris 
of that Religion. By which one may conclude that the Decrees of the Council are not 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh a certain Law, and that the Declarations of the King are neceſſa- 
ry to determine affairs, eſpecially in the fayour of them of the P. R. R. who find always 
ſtrong oppolition in the Spirits of their Judges. 

The Second thing to be conſidered in this place is,that the Decrees of the Council ſpeak 
only of Arts and Trades, and not of Profellions and Charges, ſach as be of ſmall con- 
ſ{equznce, as thoſe of Clecks which hath given them occalion obltinately to re fuſe Phy- 
fitians, Counſellors, Attorneys, Clerks, OT and Serjeants by a maryctlous hard uſage, 

which 
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which conſtrains them which have theſe Gifts and Talents proper for the ſervice of 
the publick, to continue in forced lence which renders them unprofitable to the F- 
ſtate, and which overwhelms them in confuſion; as it they were perſons notorious and 
infamous, and which had deſerved for their evil Actions not to be admitted- into any 
toncelt profefſiion, nor received into any remarkable Employment. 'This is the reaſon, 
that they of this Religion which perceive themiclFes to have any capacity, and which 
may be profitable to their Country, think of nothing elle but to retire themſelves out 
of the Realm : aad the Eſtate by this means will lee it felf deprived of many perſons of 
merit and ſervice, by whom ſtrangers benefit themſelves to the prejudice of Fraxce, 

The third thing which ought here to be obſerved, is,that the Decrees of the Coun- 

cil receive not them of the P.R.R. to Arts and Trades, but under condition of Ap- 
prentiſhips and performing Maſter-pleces, to deprive them by this Clauſe of thoſe 
Letters of Maſter-ſhip which the King hath been accuſtomed to grant upon impor tant 
and advantageous occaſions, as hath been done in fayour of the general peace, the hap- 
py marriage of his Majeſty, the Birth and Baptiſm of my Lord the Dolphin. They of 
the P.R.R. cannot expreſs the grief they have conceived from a Decree gotten 

ſurpriſe from the Council July 21, 1664, by which they are deprived of theſe Letters, 
whichare the gracious fayours of their Soveraign, the refuſal whereof cannot be unto 
theta but moſt ſad, not only becauſe of the prejudice which they receive thereby , 
but eſpecially becauſe of the diſhonour which it caſts on them. For to re- 
fuſe them theſe Letters of Maſterſhip, is loudly to declare them unworthy of 
the leaſt Grace from their Prince: and what would they not do.to recover themſelves 
from this blaſting? Are they not French by Birth and Original as well asothers? Take 
they not part as they ought in the proſpertties of the Eſtate? The general Peace, the- 
happy Marriage of his Majeſty, the Birth and Baptiſm of my Lord the Daxphir, and the 
other advantages of the Crown and Royal Houſe, are not their hearts therewith ſenſibly 
aftefted? Havethey acted any lreachery, or any attempt which might exclude them 
{rom thoſe Graces which diftuſe themſelves to all other Subjefts ? On the contrary his 
Majeſty hath teftified himſelt. for them, That they have given proofs of their fidelity and 
zeal beyond all he could have imagined. T his is therefore a ſurpriſe made upon his Ma- 
jelty, whereby a Decree hath been obtained from the Council, wherein the rigour 
proceeds fo far as to declare themof the P.R. R. unworthy the favour of being Shooe- 
makers, or Joyners. They are thoſe of this R. eſpecially that have necd of 'theſe 
Letters of freedom, for that the moſt part of the Maſters of the C. A.R. R. will not 
take them for Apprentices, and the Guardians being almoſt never ſatisfied with their 
Maſter-pieces, the entrance into Trades in this way is to them ordinarily impoſſible. 
Beſides theſe Letters have never betn denyed them hitherto, they have always very eaſily 
obtained them; they peaceably enjoyed them ; and this hath made their refuſal more 
pungent and afflicting. But above all this they cannot ſufficiently complain of the un- 
juſtice of the Parliaments, who overbearing that infallible Maxim of Right, that no 
Law hath any effeCtbut for the time to come, would this notwithſtanding, that the De- 
cree of the Council of Fuly 21, 1664. which deprives thoſe of the P.R.R. of the 
Letters of Maſterſnip, ſhould hayea virtue retroaCtive. For they condemned thoſe per- 
ſons to ſhut up their Shops, who in conſequence of ſuch Letters were admitted Maſters, 
and who had many years before exerciſed their Trades. 

Therefore the King is moſt humbly beſought to redreſs this : and for to ſtay thoſe 
diforders which caſt his Subjectsof the P.R.R. into a famine worſe than that which 
comes through the barrenneſs of the Earth, or which will force them to ſeek their Bread 
in ſtrange Countries, as many in conſiderable numbers have done already, to the 
great. prejudice of the Trade, and Manufactures of the Realm; his Majeſty will be 
pleaſed to ordain, that they of the ſaid Religion may not be refuſed upon what 
pretext ſoever it be to be admitted into Arts, and into Trades, and that they be re- 
ceived indifferently, whether it be by Letters of Maſterſhip, or Apprentiſhips, or Ma- 
ſter-pieces ; and that thoſe who have heretofore obtained Letters of Maſterſhip may 
not be hindred to make uſe thereof, and that at length thoſe of the ſaid Religion may 
be admitted into all forts of Profeſſions, of Arts and Trades, without reſtriftion or 
limitation of number, that they may enjoy all the rights, and perform all the Funftions 
which depend thereon. And that his Majeſty would have the goodneſsto inſert this 


into a Declaration in good form, that may not leave any more place of diſobedience to 
paſſionate Judges anc Officers 


ART 
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ALICLE KELNLILH. 


Ceaſing of ſinging Pſalms in Churches whilſt Proceſſions paſs. 


That when the Proceſſions in which the Holy Sacrament is born, paſs before the 
Temples of thoſe of the P.R.R they ſhall ceaſe to (ing their Pſalms until the ſaid 
Proceſſions be paſt by. 


Ere is noappearance that they would have this Article to be extended to all ſorts 
of Proceſlion of that Quality which is here ſpecified, for that it would be im- 
poſſible to obey what pains ſoeyer were taken therein. For the moſt part of theſe Pro- 
ceſſions are arbitrary, and unforeſeen, and made on days and hours not fixed, nor ſet- 
tled ; how then can it be poſſible for thoſe who are in an Aſſembly to know when they 
are to paſs? And how (hall they who ſing in a Temple, many times far diſtant from 
the Street or Way, ſhut in with Walls, and in a place apart, underſtand whether a 
Proceſſion paſs or not ? There is therefore ſufficient realon to believe, that the in- 
tention of the King in this Article is to ſpeak only of that Solemn Proceſſion of the 
day called Corpus Chriſt: day,which being known and foreſeen of all People, thoſe of the 
P.R. R. may be forewarned not to Preach in the morning of that day, but to chuſe 
ſome other, as is already practiſed in divers places. 

This is the interpretation which they herein requeſt of his Majeſty for preventing 
the evil intentions of thoſe who ſeek to trouble their repoſe, and will raiſe a thou- 
ſand Suits againſt them, if this Article remain in the condition it is in at preſent. For 
if they of the P.R. R. whilſt they are in a Temple, be not ſilent when a Proceſſion 
palſeth, although they could neither foreſee it, nor diſcover it, nor perceive it; they 
will not fail to fall on them, and draw them into Law, and condemn them to pay great 
Amercements ; and perhaps will uſe them far worſe. For they will think themſelves 
ſofficiently authoriſed to aſſault the Temple, and to treat it as Rebellious, and de- 
mand to have it pulled down, and it may even ſocome to pals, that the people- in the 
Proceſſion will ſeditiouſly pull it down at that inſtant,through their fervor,without attend- 
ing the order of Juſtice, as hath been often ſeen in thoſe times in which they have had no 
Declaration which might ſerve them for a pretext for ſuch popular commotion. And 
this may happen tobe the mean to raiſe whole Cities, and to cauſe ſuch flames as can- 
not be extinguiſhed but by the blood of many perſons. His Majeſty therefore will be 
pleaſed to revoke this Article; or atleaſt to make it clear, by reſtraining it to the Pro- 
ceſſion of the day named Corps Chriſt; day, and leaving, in regard of other Proceſſions 
to themof the P. R.R. the liberty which they have always enjoyed, notwithſtanding 
all contrary Decrees, Judgments and Ordinances. 


ARTICL-E XXXIV. 


To make clean the Streets before their Doors againſt Feſtival 
Days. 


Thoſe of the ſaid P. R. R. ſhall beobliged to ſuffer their Houſes to be hung in the 
Streets by the authority of the Officers of the place, and other places appertain- 
ing unto them, on the Feaſt 5 days ordained ſo to ao, according to the third of 
the private Articles of Nantes, and that they of the ſaid P.R. R. ſball make 
clean before their doors. 


T is true, that þy the third of the private} Articles of the Edit of antes, they 
of theP.R.R. are obliged to ſuffer Hangings to be put up before their Honles, bur 


not ts clean the Streets before their Doors. This 1s an Addition to the Law, au 
| which 
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which appears alſo contrary to the Law, fot that the EdiCt in the ſixth general Azticte 
doth expreſly ſignifie, that thoſe of the P. R. R. may not be conſtrained to do any thing 
to any Religions Purpoſe againſt their Conſcience. "They then humbly beſecch his Majeſty 
to dilpcnſe with them for ſweeping before their Doors, on the occaſion of the Feaſts, 
becauſe this is a thing repugnant unto their Conſciences, being done as aReligjous Ce- 
remony, which their Faith approves not of, This alfo will be after a ſhort ſeafon a 
matter of Suit alſo; becauſe they will always pretend that they haye not ſwept clean 
enough ; andthere will be found people ſo ill diſpoſed, as to caſt ordure before their 


Doors, tothe intent they may make them criminal Offenders. For this cauſe, being the 
Civil Ordinances are ſufficient for cleanſing the Pavements of Towns, and thoſe of the 
P.R R. are atalltimes very careful toacquit themſelves well herein before their Hor- 
ſes; there is no need of the laſt Clauſe of this Article, and his Majeſty is beſought to 
revoke It. 


ARTICLE XXXV. 


Meeting the Sacrament in the Streets. 


That thoſe of the Pretended R. R. meeting the Holy Sacrament in the Streets, 
carried abroad to the fick, or otherwiſe, be obliged to retire at the ſound of 
the Bell which goes _”_ it ; or if not, to put themſelves in a poſture of re. 
ſpect, by putting off their Hats, if they be men, with prohibition that they ap - 
pear wot at the Doors, Shops, nor Windows of their Houſes, whilſt the Holy 
Sacrament paſſeth, unleſs they put themſelves in ſuch poſture. 

Eing the King leaves unto them of the P. R.R. the liberty of the Alternative, and 
B permits them toretire in theſe incident caſes; they never give cauſe to complain of 
them. But they find themſfelyes conſtrained in this matter to repreſent three things un- 
to his Majeſty. 

The firlt is, that they arealways in thele occaſions hindred from retiring, the way 
is ſtopped, the doorsof the Houſes are ſhut upon. them, they are held by force, they 
are outraged, they are laid on with Blows, after all this they are over and aboye pu- 
niſhed, as not retiring : his Majeſty is therefore beſought to add unto this Article, 
T hat no hindrance be made to them that would retire; and that thoſe who attempt to tay, force, 
or outrage them in any manner whatſoever, be puniſhed as diſturbers of the publick peace. 

The ſecond.is, that whereas in this Article nothing is ſaid ſaye only of meetings in the 
Streets, many flye out ſo far as to require them to put off their Hats, who are cloſed in 
Chambers and Houſes, and in caſe they refuſe, they make criminal proceſs againſt them, 
and hold them long ſeaſon in priſon without any other cauſe, by an unexcaſabte vio- 
lence. So far that they would even oblige the Councellors of the P. R.R. to be unco- 
vered when they are within the Tarreſs, where the obje& of the Adoration of thoſe of 
C. A. R.R. is neither ſeen, nor perceived, and whence it is not poſlible for them to re- 
tire, His Majeſty is therefore beſought to declare, That this Article is not extended, but 

ro thoſe meetings which happen in the Street only, and not otherwiſe. 

- The third thing is, that the Parliament of Rover, in verifying the King's Declaration 
have much aggravated this Article. For whereas the King obliges thole that will not 
retire, only to put off the Hat, which reſpects men only, and inſiſts on an aCtion leſs 
than bending of the Knee ; the Parliament extending the rigour of this Authority a- 
2ainſt both the Sexes, have carried it on ſo far, as to command: That they ſhowld pur 

themſelves in the ſame obſervance as the Catholicks, that is to ſay, to kneel : which cannot 
be reaſonably exatted of them of the P.R.R. ſo long as they are left inthe liberty of 
their Faith, Therefore his Majeſty expounding this Article in the manner which hath 
been repreſented , may be pleaſed to forbid to hinder them who would retire, or, to do 
them any diſpleaſure ; by declaring that this Article is not to be extended, ſave only to 


meetings which happen 1n the Streets, without having any regard to the verification of 
the Parliament of Rover, which he diſcharges, as contrary to his intention, 
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ARTICLE XXxXxkVI. 


Levies of Moneys. 


That thoſe of the P. R. R. may make no Levies of Money amongſt themſelves, in 
the name and pretext of Colleits, but only thoſe that are permitted them by the 
Faitts. 


T Hole of the P. R. R. make no Levies of Money amongſt themſelyes, but what are 

permitted them by the EdiCts, they pretend not to make any others; and thoſe 
who would raiſe this ſuſpition amongſt them, do impoſe upon them a thing of which 
they are extremely Innocent. And by conſequence this Article ought to be reſcinded 
as to no purpoſe. 


ARTICLE XXﬀXVIL 


ColleQors of Money appointed for the affairs of thoſe of the pre- 
tended Reformed Religion. ; 


That the Money which they have power to impoſe may be impoſed in the preſence 
of a Royal Fudge,according to the 4.3 Article of the particulars of the Edit of 
Nantes, and the State thereof be transferred to his Majeſty or his Chancellor, and 
with prohibition to the Colleors of the Taxes to charge themſelves diretHy or 
indirettly with the levying of the Money of them of the ſaid P. R. R. which 
- have impoſed for their particular affairs, which ſhall be Levied by diſtinit 

olleftors. 


N Othing ſhould have been faid to this Article, if the zeal which they of the P. R.R. 
have for the ſervice of the King, had not obliged them to ſpeak thereto. For 
it is certain that thoſe who have ſuggeſted this ſettlement in thinking to hurt them, 
have done nothing but to the prejudice of his Majeſties affairs. The reaſon is manifeſt 
which is this, that the ColleCtors of the Taxes of the Provinces of Guerme and Langue- 
doc, making at the ſame time the Levies of the Money appointed for the entertainment 
of the Miniſters; theſe ColleQors have ſtill more Money in their hands, and by con- 
ſequence the King is much better paid; becauſe the Collectors do alwayes take of all 
the Money which comes into their hands, that which belongs unto his Majeſty, by pre- 
ference in the firſt place. Bnt this is not-the intereſt of them of the P.R. R. ſaveon- 
ly ſo as the Intereſt of the Prince is the ſame with that of all his true Subjects. And it ſuf- 
fices them here to remark only how the Eccleſiaſticks are animated againſt them ; being 
they regard not at whoſe coſt their paſſion is declared, and that the Intereſt of the King 
himſelf cannot hinder them from hurting them of the ſaid Religion, when occaſion is 
preſented them, 
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ARTHCLÞ) XXXYlHIIL. 


Contribution to the Chazges of Chappels and Guilds. 


That according to the ſecond Article of the Particulars of the Fdiit of Nantes, 
the Artiſans Co ſaid P..R R. maywot be obliged tocomtribute tothe Gharges 
of Chappels, Fraternities, or other the like ; if there be not Statutes, Conventi- 
ons, or Foundations to the contrary: and yet notwithſtanding that they may be 
conſtrained to contribute and */ the rights which are ordinarily paid by the Mi- 
fters, and the Freemen, of the ſaid Trades, that the ſaid Sums may be imployed 
to the relief of the Poor of the ſaid Trades, and other weceſſities and affaivs of the 
Tradle. 


T He Clergy who ſec that it is the intention of | his Majeſty-in his Declarations-ro cauſe 

the Editt of Nantes ro be exattly obſerved, imploy all their Force and Art-to rbihe the 
EdiCt, whilſt they make ſhew to conform themſelyes to it, and in ſearching out Biaſes 
which may give it ſome ſuppoſed ſenſes, whereby they may turn it againſt them whoſe 
ProteCtion it undertakes. 'T his 15 the Principal Artifice of the Eccleſialticks. This is 
that wherby they think to caſt powder in the eyes, and this merhod appears in no part 
of theſe Declarations more naked than in this Article. For hete we ſee the ſecond 
Article of the particulars of the EdiCt of Nantes cited, by which the Artiſans of the 
P.R.R. are diſcharged from contributing to the Charges of Chappels and Frater tics. 
But we find three wayes practiſed to make this Article unprofitable to thief of the faid 
Religion; and to imploy it even againſt them, | 

The Firſt is, that they apply to rhe Fraternities the exception which is found in that 
Article, when it faith, Except they have any Foundations, Donations, or other Settlements 
made by themſelves or their Predeceſſors. And yet it is certain that the Foundations and 
Donations have no reſpect unto the Brother-hoods, but only to the other things Tpeci- 
fied in that Article, as Churches and Chappels. 

The Second means is, that by an ingenious ſhift whilſt they diſcharzethe Artiſans of 
the ſaid Religion from contributing to the.charges of Chappels, and Brother-hoots;and 
ſuch like; they condemn them nevertheleſs to pay the ſame ſums from which ehey exempr 
them, to be imployed to the relief of the Poor, and neceſlitous of their Trades. This 
1 dire&tly to pull away with one hand what they will not receive with the other. The 
King hath not the terms of his Declaration ſo intended; being in this plate equivocal, 
thoſe perſons which are enemies tothem of the P. R.R. will never fail readily to give it 
an inconvenient.ſence. Therefore his Majeſty is beſought to expound himlſeH, and to 
make it known that in ſubjecting the Maſters and Artiſans of this Religiod to the 
ment of the dues to the Trades, he hath not intended thoſe which are paid to 
ſervices and Devotions of the Guildes;but only thoſe whick the Maſters of the one and 
the other Religion are obliged to pay for the relief of the poor, and for the fuſtaining 
the aſſairs of their Trade which arepurely politick, 

The Third is much more conſiderable and dangerons, which is, that in this Article 
of the Declaration they have inſerted the word Statutes, which isnot found in the ſecond 
Article of the Particulars of Nantes; and by this word Searures they will elade the whole 
ſettlement of the EdiCt. For there is no Guild which hath not its Statutes, ſo that they 
of the P. R. R. ſhall find themſelves bound by the force of this word, to'contribote to 
all the Guilds, to the prejudice of the Edict which exempts ther from doing anything 
contrary to their Coniciences. And that they may leave them of the (aid Religion no 
hope of ſaving themſelves therefrom, they have contrived of hate to make new Statutes 
for their Trades, obliging the Maſters to cauſe Maſſes to be ſaid, expreſty to this intent, 
that they may ſubject them to the charge of the Service of the Guilds from which the 
EdiCt hath exempted them. Yea, and by yertue of theſe new invented Statutes they 
will pretend to exclude all thoſe of the P.R.R. from Trades, becauſe there are found in 
them Articles which oblige the Maſters to the Service and Ceremonies of the C. A. R.R. 
Chur d which amount to thus much that none ſhall be admitted Maſters who make 

no preſſion of the C. A. R. R. And becaule theſe Sratutes are made ſince the Edi of 
Nantes,they will maintain that they do derogate therefrom. His Majeſty therefore to ot- 
vanate this miſchief which is contrary to his intention, and to the Decrees of his Coun- 
cil, will be pleaſed to hear the moſt humble Petition which his Subjects of the P. R.R. 


make 


- 


+ © 
make unta hmm to Expunze this Article of the Declaration, and to be contented in 
matter of Chappels and uilds,witly the ſecond Article of the particulars of fy 
and to Expell out of his Ordinance, the word Star#es/ Which is not found in the Edict; 
and acordingito his dquitable wiſdom to impede thoſe new Statores which they would 
eſtabliſh inthe;Trades; of at leaſt to catſe-them-to withdraw 'the Articles which con- 
cern the iflercnen of:thetwo Religions, "4s being of great'prejudice to the traffick and 
behoof of; thePublidk, - which thereby wilt/be found moſt remarkably injured. 
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E EliquiJarion 6r Stating, of Debts 
That the debts comtraifed by them of the P.RiR.be paid by themſelves only,and that 


the clearing the furs may not be wade before any othtr than the Conn; 
the Provinces deputed by his Majeſty. (4 froner's of 
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HE is another attaint which they would paſs againſt the Chambers of the Edi, to 

whom properly belongs the Cognizance of the Debts contrafted by them of the 

P.R.R. The Commiſſjontrs of his Maj Cy .pdibc Inr&gdarts of the Provinces may 

well make the liquidation of the Debts of the Community, but thoſe of the Com- 

rnunities are different from thoſe which Mo of the P. R. R. alane. , It belongs 

ro th Chambers of 'the Etifts to Verifytheir - debts, with exchiifion to all other 
udges. 


# 
ARTICLE XL. 


Inducements to change Religion. 


That thoſe 4 the ſaid Religion may not ſuborn the Catholicks, nor induce them to 
change their Religion wader any pretext whatſoever,and that the Catholicks which 
frei «bjare thesr \Religion may not be married for fix months after their 
ape. | | | 


and _ ſubornation which is not accompanied with Violence, nor Threats, 
F nor ifes, nor Preſents, hath no reference to thoſe that are of Age; for that 
they being of age to know, diſcern, and chooſe, _—_— ro defend themſelyes from 
ſdborners;; and when they ſuffer themſelves to be perſwaded to any thing, it is by an 
of the Soul altogether free, which is carried of irs ſelf ro imbrace that 
which it eſteemeth reaſonable; and this is the cauſe alſo why the 18! Article of the E- 
di& of Names, which forbids inducement to the change of Religion, ſpeaks only of 1n- 
fants, willing that they ſhould not be induced to this change without the conſent of 
their Parents. And the ſame Article makes the prohibition reciprocal for them of the 
one and the other —_—_— under the ſame pains; Yet beginning at the Children of thoſe 
of the P.R..R. becauſe they are in effe& more expoſed to this danger. 

According to this model his Majeſty is heſought to cauſe this Article of the Decla- 
ration to be reformed, reſtraining it to Infants and Minors, who only are capable of 
being ſuborned in the manner which hath been above deſcribed. For as to others who 
areat theage of reaſon and choice, what would follow if it were forbidden to indvce 
them to change their Religion ? how many Miſchiefs and troubles would this Prokihbi- 
tion occaſion ? For they would pretend that it were no more permitted unto any perſon 
of the P.R. R. to talk at all ih any manner of his Faith, no nor to render a reaſon 
thereof to them who ſhall come to queſtion them about their belief. If one touch up- 


on any point in diſcourſe, if one lend any book of Relizion to thoſe who intreat it, 
| it 


if one inſtruCt eyen his own Children in the preſence of any of the R:C!AR;'Imme- 
diatcly they will pretend that he hada deſign to iaduce and fubotn them to change theit 
Religion and put him in trouble with Procels:: : rritbicd 250d | 


Y 
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So. will there be no more liberty of Conſcience: in the 'Realm,' there will /be no more 


ſecurity for Maſters of Families;gf the.P. R:R:.in their houfts, for if they-afe bout to 
chaſtiſe their Servants, or houſkonld, (theyto revenge themſelves, "may accuſe therh to 
have gone about to ſuborn them. .,Thisalſo would bea pretextto. Uive" hrs" the Refers 


of Families, and to introduce a kind of inquiſition into France, againſt the liberties not 
only accorded to by the Edidts, but alwayes eſtabliſhed in this Realm. _ There can theo 


be nothing more equitable thantoreſtore arid bring back this Article of the Declarati- 


on to the terms of the 18th of the Edift, forbidding as well thoſe of the C.A.R. as thoſe 


of the P.R.R. toſuborn one Jrtes Childrgþ,audtd induch thdh t change their Reli- 
gion without the conſent of their Parents, Reſcinding for this purpoſe an Arreſt gotten 
by ſurprize from the Council hy the Syndic of the DIETS plavore Novemb. 3, 1664. 
which Decree doth genera bid ro-intice the Cathv ange their Religion 
in any manner whatſoever It be. : RI I 

As for the prohibition made” unto ther who ſhall abjute the C. A.R;R.'to mar 
ry for ſix months after their Change, it is anovetty and an inmoyationneyer known till 
now, and contrary to the liberty granted by the Edits. 4 4 + 3 $a 


A'RTI CLE | XEptw or 
Obſervations of the Laws of the Romiſh Churchs 
Obſervation of the Laws of the R. C. in point of Marriage. 


Thoſe of the P, &:. ſhall be obliged,according as they are enjoyned by the 23 Ar- 
ticle of the Edit of Nantes to obſerve the Laws of the R. C. received in this 
Realm,in the caſe of Marriages contratted and to be contratted both in the de- 
grees of Conſanguinity and Affinity, nf; 


TT may ſeem that this Article were altogether innocent, being taken in a manner word 
for word, from the 23 of the Edit. Burt there is notwithſtanding cauſe to fear that 

it isno other than a Trap ſet by theClergy, toout them of the P. R. R. from the liber- 
ty which is given them by the 4oth Article of the particulars of the Edit of Names, 
where his Majeſty doth permit them to contraCt Marriage inthe third and fourth degree, 
and promiſe to diſpence for the ſecond,one of the ſecond and another of the third,or ſe- 
condand half; which hath been conſtantly and without any lett praiſed untillnow,thefe 
Diſpenſations and Letters of the Prince being never refuſed to them who had recourſe 
uato his Majeſty and did demand them. Notwithſtanding it is this right and this ufage 
{o well eſtabliſhed and td reaſonable which they intend to ſhake by this article; which 
therefore by conſequence ought to be eraſed, as being of ilt conſequence, and againſt 
the Edict : or at the leaſt there ought to be added unto it, that it 1s without prejudice 
to the forticth Article of the particalars of Nantes. By this allo in all appearance, they 
have had a deſign to confirm aDecree gotten by ſurprize from the Council Fanary 16 
1662. taking from them of the P. R. R. of the Country of Gez, the power of celebra- 

ting their Marriages in the times forbidden by the C. A. R. C. which his Majeſty is be- 
{ought to revoke as an innovation made againſt the EdiCt, and a thing contrary to the 

Diſcipline of thoſe of the faid Religion, and to the Liberty of their Conſcience. 


ART. XLIL 
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Miniſters Converted. 


That the Miniſters being converted ſhall be preſerved from payment of Taxes 
and Quarter ing of Souldiers, as they were before their Converſion. 


6 hier King may beſtow his Fayours on whom he pleaſeth; and they of the P.R. R. 
do in this place only beſeech him, that ſeeing the exemption of Miniſters after 
their change is founded only on what they had before, by vertue of their Charatter, 
that it would pleaſe his Majeſty to cauſe the Miniſters exerciling their charge, peacea- 
bly to enjoy the exemption which belongs unto them, and to hinder the Croſles which 
are continually laid upon them in the Proyinces, where they attempt to impoſe Taxes 
upon them notwithſtanding ſo many Decrees of the Council which have fully diſcharged 
them, and for the execution whereof the Miniſters addreſs themſelves unto his Majeſty, 
humbly beſeeching to give his Order in ſuch manner, that they may be obſerved by the 
Generalities and 1n the EleCtions of the Kingdom. 


— 


ARTICLE XLIIIL. 
Exemption of Converts from the Debts of theta of the P.R.R, 


That thoſe that are converted unto the C. R. be exempted from paying the Debts 
of thoſe of the P. R. R. 


His Settlement being indeed an aſtoniſning one, is of that ſort which teſtify moſt 
the credit of the Clergy. For to obtain this it behooved them to reverſe a 
Decree given expreſly to the contrary in the Council the 3oth of March, 166 1. 
This is a Decree quite contrary to thts Article; and which ordains that the Catholick 
Inhabitants of the Town of Privas, who have purchaſed the Houſes and Inheritances 
of thoſe of the P. R.R. of the ſame place, obliged or condemned with the other inha- 
bitants of the ſame Religion for the payment of the common Debts contratted , the 
Community ſhould Pay the part which belonged unto them, of the Debts contrafted 
by themof the P.R.R. for the Lands and inheritances which have formerly appertain- 
ed to them of the ſaid Religion, and now belong to Catholicks, whether by Succeſſion, 
Donation, or Purchaſe , ſaving their remedy againſt the Sellers : this Decree adding 
alſo in formal terms that thoſe who were converted ſhould not pretend exemption from 
paying their debts, whether they were obliged in particular, or in the body and Com- 
munitie for the Lands which they poſleſled. 

The nature of things hath not changed ſince 1661.The rules of Reaſon,Right and Ju- 
ſtice, are ſtill the ſame in the Council and inall the Tribunals of the Earth; And not- 
withſtanding 1666. they deſtroy what they have ordained in 166 1. And have made one ex- 
preſs Article,that Converts to the Catholick Religion ſhould be exempt from payment of 
the debts of thoſe of the P.R.R.what Lights could there be had in this caſe to make ſo con- 
ſiderable a change? It is hard to imagine. For, can it be that the change ef Religion 
ſhould change the nature of Contratts and obligations ; and introduce this novelty in 
Commerce,that thoſe who are Debtors, ceaſe ſoto be,to the prejudice of their Creditors, 
who have lent them their Money upon their Credit, and upon juſt confidence they had 
upon the yalidity of publick Acts, by which they who borrowed their Money, became 
their debtors ? The King will never conſent to a fayour or priviledge to the prejudice 
of others: But here the favour which they would ſhew to theſe new Converts turns to 
the damage, andit may be even to the ruine of their Creditors, whoſe Bond may not: 
only happen to be relaxed by the diſcharge of ſome of their Debtors: But it may fall 
out alſo that all his Obligees becoming Converts, ſome one man may looſe all his whole 
debt in general, and ſo may ſee himſelf reduced to beggery. If the King would except 
theſe Converts, it would ſeem neceſſary for him to reconcile his Grace with his Juſtice, 
that his Majeſty would be pleaſed to pay their debts, and to diſcharge them with his 
own Money. Otherwiſe this were to giye away the Eſtate of another, and to cauſe a 

lols 


\TEL; 


[58 ] 


10:3 without recompence,to thoſe of whom the Prince is the natural Tutor 1s the quali. 
iy of a Father of his Country. : ; 

' It is alſo a thing worthy to be conſidered that in the Provinces of Lanomedoc and Gui- 
-ne, the debts contraCted by Bodies Corporate are Charges real, which follow the 
Land and immovable goods, into what hands ſoever they pals. Becauſe the polleſſor is 
obliged to pay his part according; to the proportion of his Inheritances, when they 
come to the diviſion of theſe debts. How then can the Converts be reaſonably dif- 
charged of theſe debts, being their obligation is not only perſonal but real alſo, and af- 
feteth the Lands which they poſleſs,and whoſe enjoyment by conſequence is a ſufficient 
title againſt them to make them liable unto this payment ? 

How great ſoeyer this matter ef complaint is in itſelf ; yet it mult here be added 
that they go about to make it yet more inſupportable. For although this Article is 
not extended farther than the debts of Communalties, yet there are many notwith- 
ſtanding ſo abſurd as to deſire to extend it to particular debts, and to make uſe of 
their Converſion as an infallible means to croſs the Books of the Merchants of the 
P.R.R. of the ſums of which the new Converts find themlſelyes accountable, and to ex- 
tinguiſh.and acquit all the rents with which they ſhall be charged,and to cancel all the pro- 
miles by which they are held obliged to them of the ſaid Religion. 

The Kiag without doubt never intended to authorize an imagination ſo unreaſona- 
ble. This were to do outrage to the Chriſtian Religion, to make it ſerve a deſign ſo 
contrary to its Precepts, to whoſe Diſciples it is commanded by the mouth of St. Paul. 
(Rom. 12.7. ) To render unto all that which is their due. 

This Article then drawing aſter it ſo many bad conſequences ; they of the P. R. R. 
demand with all reſpect and inſtance the revocation of itz and belſeech his Majeſty to 
expound it in ſuch ſort, that Converts may not imagine that they may be freed from 
paying their Creditors of the ſaid Religion their. perſonal and particular debts, with 
which they are charged by Contract, or by Obligation, or otherwiſe. 


ARTICL:E LXIV. 


Temples and Burying places not to be diſcharged of Taxes. 


That the Temples and Burying places of them of the P. R. R. be not left out of 
the Rolls nor diſcharged of Taxes, but ſhall be uſed as heretofore, 


FT is hard to comprehend the ſenſe of this Article, for it contains an evident contra- 

dition. It imports that the Temples and Burying places ſhould not be left out of 
the Codaſtre, 5. e. out of the common Regiſter, which contains the Roll of the Houſes 
and Lands of one Pariſh,and that they ſhall not be diſcharged of the Taxes of the Coun- 
tries where they are Real, and in the mean time the ſame Article adds, that they ſhould 
be uſed as heretofore. | 

This is a contradiction impoſſible to be reconciled.For if they be to be uſed as in times 
paſt, the Temples and the Burying places ſhall be left out of the Pariſh Rolls and freed 
trom Taxes, becauſe they have been alwayes uſed in this manner heretofore. To eſta- 
bliſh the ſettlement contained 1n the beginning of this Article were to overturn Order 
and Uſe. And Reaſon oppoſes it no leſs than Cuſtom, for Temples and Bury- 
ing places are places fallen into Mortmaine, which are no longer in Commerce amon 
men, and which being not poſlefſed by any particular perſon, are not ſubje& to any 
Charges which are put upon particular perſons only. And this is that which hath been 
formally ordained by the anſwer of Henry the Great to the 26th Article of the Paper 
of 1601.0n the behalf of the Dawphine; aud by that of Lewss the Juſt to the 1oth Article 
of the Paper of 1612. in behalf of all the Burying places of them of the P.R.R. in 


general. Juſtice therefore and the Royal deciſion of the two laſt Soyeraigns of this 
Eſtate, demand the Revocation of this Article. 
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ARTICL'E-XLY, 


Infants. 


That the Children whoſe Fathers are or have been Cathalicks, ſhall be B aptized ind 
brought np. in the C. C., though their Mothers be of the P.R, R. and alſo the 
Children whoſe Fathers are departed in the ſaid C. R. ſhall be brought up in the 
ſaid Religion ; for which parpeſe they ſhall be committed to the hands of their 
Mothers, Tutors, or other Kinared which are Catholicks, upon demand ; with 
expreſs prohibition to lead the ſaid Children to the 7 emples or Schools of the ſaid 
P.R.R. or tobring them up therein, albeit their Mothers be of the ſaidP, R.R. 


Eing Fathers have nothing more dear than their Children, this Article doth cauſe 
B alſo an inexpreſlible griet to them of the P. R.R. Becauſe it takes away from ma. 
ny amongſt them the liberty of cauſing their own Children to be Baptized and brought 
upin the Religion which they Proteſs, upon pretence that they have ſometimes 
been Catholicks. If this Article had ſpoken only of Parents who are or who dye in the 
C. A. R.R. it would have been thought leſs ſtrange. But to require that a man ſhould 
not Baptize his Child in the Communion in which he lives, becauſe he hath been of 
another Religion 30 or 40 years before; certainly is a ſeverity ſufficient to throw a 
man into deſpair. Beſides, here is alſo a Contradittion in this very Article, which 
ſpeaks not only of Fathers which are, but which have been Catkolicks. For wherefore 
will they that Infants, born of a Catholick Father, ſhould be Baptized and brought up in 
the Catholick Church. It is without doubt becauſe it is juſt and reaſonable that the 
Children ſhould follow the Religion of their Fathers, when as yet they are not of age 
nor in Eſtate to chooſe one. And by the ſame reaſon the children of thoſe who actually 
profeſs the P.R. R. ought not they be Baptized and trained up in the ſame Religion, 
being the ſame with their Fathers, and wherein they were born, and being that whilſt 
they are yet in their Infancy, they are not capable to chooſe a different one ? This were 
to tear away from Fathers their Bowels, thus to raviſh from them their Infants, and to 
cauſe them to be Baptized in a Church, and inſtructed in a Religion which they have re- 
nounced. And we muſt talk no more of Liberty of Conſcience in a Realm, where it 
is given and authorized ſolemnly by ſo many Ediets, if this prohibition take place. 
This is to chaſe out. of France all thoſe perſons how many foever there be who have 
imbraced the pretended Reformed Religion within this ezghty years. For where is 
that Father that can reſolve to ſee his Infants in whom he hopes to live after his Death, 
lead whether he will or not intoa Communion from whom he is retired, as not finding 
there any repoſe for his Conſteience? where is there a father that can digeſt the mor. 
tal diſpleaſure to ſee himſelf bereaved of the fruits of his Marriage, and to be con. 
demned afterwards to pay them a Penſion, as we have ſeen examples in divers 
places, and particularly in Rozen in the perfon of one named Binge! Painter, whoſe 
Children are brought up in this manner. lf then his _—_y be touched with any 
Compaſſion towards his poor and humble Subjects of the P. R. R. he is beſovght herc- 
in to lend an ear unto their grief, and cauſe thele terns to be put out of this preſent 
Article, which ſeem to have been flipped into it, and added thereto by ſurprize againſt 
the intention of ſo wiſe a Soveraign. 

For the other part of this Article which imports that the Infants, whoſe Fathers are 
departed in the Catholick Religion ſhall be brought up in the fame Religion ; they in- 
tend not at all againſt it, provided it be intended of Infants that are under twelve 
years for Fe- males, and fourteen years Males,according to the Decrees of the Council, 
regulating thg age from which Infants may change their Religion. But here is cauſe to 
complain of two things in this matter. | 

The one, that notwithſtanding by the Edit of Varres, and by two Decrees made 
in Council of the- twenty eighth of Seprember 1663, and of the twenty fourth of 
April, '1665. the ſame thing hath ben Decreed for the Infants whoſe Fathers have dy- 
> inthe P.R.R, z. e. that their Infants ſhould be brought up in the ſame Religion, 
and for this purpoſe ſhould'be committed into the hands of their Mothers, Tutors, or 
other kindred of the pretended Reformed Religion : Yet notwithſtanding they have nor 
here made this Article reciprocal. From whence they may in time inferthat in this 
they have derogated from the Edit and Decrees of the Council which werb before. F or 

| | 
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this cauſe the King rejeting theſe words which bave been, will be pleaſed to rendet 
this Article reciprocal for them of the P. R. R. as well as for them of the C. A. R. 

The other cauſe of complaint is, that even ſince the two Decrees came to be publiſh- 
cd, they have not ceaſed to hale away alſo by force from the Kindred of the P.R.R. 
Infants whoſe Fathersand Mothers have alwayes been of this Religion and dyed thercin. 
Moreover now vety lately, the Parliament of Rowen by an Arreft of the firſt of Februa- 
ry, 1668. have decreedthat a little Maid whoſe Father and Mother were departed in the 
P.R. R. ſhould be taken out of the hands of her Kindred of that Religion , notwith- 
ſtanding they offered to bring her up for nothing, that ſhe might be put into the hands 
of her Tutor who is of the C. A. R. The reaſon which ſerves them to authorize ſach 
violences to the prejudice of the preceding Decrees is, ſay they, becauſe theſe Decrees 
of the Council are not{Regiſtred,and by conſequence oblige not, albeit that the laſt of the 
fourteenth of April, 1665. enjoynes all Officers to be conformable therennto,and to cauſe 
it to be executed under pain of Rebellion, The King therefore to give foie means 
unto his Subjects of the P. R. R. whereby his orders may take effeCt in this important 


matter, is beſought to make thereof an Authentick Declaration which may be Regiſtred 
inthe Parliaments, 


ARTICLE XLVL 
Schools. 


That they of the ſaid P. R. R. may not keep any Schools for the inſtruttion of 
their own Children or others, but in places where they have Eh to the publick 


exerciſe of their Religion, according to the 13th Article of the particulars of 
the Edith of Nantes,in which Schools whether they be in the Towns or in the Su- 


burbs, they may not teach ſave only to Read, Fi rite, and Arithmetick, 


To underſtand well what the Schools of thoſe of the P. R.R. are, it is neceſſary to 

obſerve that they are of three ſorts. The firſt are their Academies and Colledg- 
es where they teach their Divinity, The ſecond are publick Schools where they may 
teach Grammar and Humane Learning with open doors. The third ſort are particular 
petty Schools which they keep with their doors ſhut, where the Infants of the ſaid Re- 
ligion, learn to Read, Write, and Arithmetick only. 

For their Academies and Colledges they are fixed to certain places,and they ſhall not 
be inſiſted on here, becauſe this Article deals not with their concerns. 

For the pablick Schools, the Edict permits them in all Towns, and in all places,where 
the oddb ublick, as the 37th Article of the Particulars doth prove, They of the 
ſaid Religion (faith it ) may not keep publick, Schvols, ſave only in the Towns and places where 
the publick, Exerciſe thereof is permitted. | 

But as for petty Schools, the EdiCt ſuppoſeth them as permitted in all places indiffe- 

rently by natural reaſon and equity, which authoriſes Fathers no leſs to give inſtruttion 
than bread unto their Children, and as well to nouriſh their Spirits by a familiar In- 
ſtruftion, as to ſuſtain their Bodies by an ordinary nouriſhment. So that it cannot be 
doubted that this is the intent of the Edit, for that when it forbids to have Schools 
elſewhere than in places where the Exerciſe is permitted ; it ſpeaks expreſly of publick 
Schools; whence it reſults,that it leaves a liberty for particular Schools in other places 
where the publick Exerciſe is not had. In effect, this praCtice hath alwayes been fol- 
lowed ſince the EdiCt, and Parliaments have formally authorized this uſage by their De- 
crees. The Parliament of Roxen have granted many on this occaſion and two remarka- 
ble ones, amongſt others, The oneinthe Month of May, 1605. By which, notwith- 
ſtanding the oppoſition,of the Abbeſs of Montiviliers, one named Haiſe was permitted 
toteach to Write, and Read in that Town of XMontivilkers, notwithltanding that there 
was no exerciſe of the P. R. R. neither in the Town nor in the Suburbs, nor within 
wore than two Leagues round about; upon condition only that he might not dog- 
matize, 

The other was of the firſt of February 1623. by which the ſame thing was permit- 
ted to one named Poignant under the ſame condition, not to dogmatize, and not to uſe 
the Prayersof his Religion,in the Pariſhof St. Azthony of the Forreft, where the ſaid Ex- 
2rciſe was not at all eſtabliſhed ; and this, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of the Official 
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of Rouci, ſince which time, the thing hath not been any more diſputed ; and they of 
the P. R. R. have not been troubled untill thele laſt years, in which the hatred which 
many perſons bear unto, them, hath been permitted, all things without reſtraint, they 
have bcen deſirous to forbid them theſe particular petty Schools in all places. And the 
ſame hath paſſed even to that excels, as to forbid Maſters to go teach Children in par- 
ticular houles : And to heap up this meaſure,it is carried on to a reſuſal of receiving Ma- 
ſters of the Arts of Writing and Arithmetick,as this may be ſeen all in one Decree of the 
Parliament of Rouen made againſt one named du Perry. This is 0ne of the evils of whictt 
they of the P. R.R. do complain with the greateſt ſorrow ; This is one of thoſe for 
which they have the lealt pretext. For what danger can there riſe from theſe petty 
and obſcure Schools, which-are rather a mark of the weakneſs of thoſe of this R. then of 
their Power? Is it then a Crime for their Children to read and write? will they bring 
Proceſs againſt a man for putting a pen into the hands of a ſimple flock of Infants which 
come to ſeek him in his Chamber without noiſe or ſhew ? and ſhall Fathers be compelled 
to let their Children live like Beaſts,or ſend them to Maſters whom they ſuſpeCt, or'ſend 
them two or three Leagues from their houſes to find there a Maſter of the Religion 
which they profeſs ? 

The diſtiattion which here is made of the Schools of thoſe of the P. R. R; ſhews 
clearly how many ſurprizes are to be found in this forty ſixth Article of the Declaration. 
For firſt, The thirteenth Article of the EdiCt of Nantes, is cited to prove that they of 
the ſaid Religion may not have any Schools, but in the places where they have publick 
Exerciſe; and yet it ſpeaks only in the thirteenth Article of the Inſtruttion of Infants in 
that which concerns Religion; an evident proof, that in the places where the exerciſe is not 
publick, it is permitted to them of the P. R. R. to haye other Schools, that is, ſuch 
as intermeddle not at all with Religion, and where they are taught nothing but Learn- 
ing that is purely humane. Secondly, The Article of the Declaration wills, that in the 
Schools whether they be in Towns, or in Suburbs, where the Exerciſe of the ſaid Re. 
ligion 13 eſtabliſhed, they may teach to Read, Write, and Arithmetick only, which is 
true indeed of tbe particular petty Schools which may be kept indifferently in all places 
with their doors ſhut, but not of the publick Schools which are authorized by the 3 th 
Article of the Particulars. For that Article doth not reſtrain the permiſſion of thoſe 
Schools to Reading nor to Writing, nor to Arithmetick alone, but leaves them the in- 
tire liberty of Schools, to giye' the ſame Leſſons there which they Prattiſe in other 
Schools of the Kingdom. % 

Therefore to bring back and reſtore theſe things to the ſettlement in the Edit, it 
is juſt and neceſlary to permit publick Schools in all the Towrs and all the places where 
the publick Exercize of the {aid P. R.R.. is had : and to conſent to the Particular petty 
Schools in all places of the Realm. This is that concerning which his Majeſty is moſt 
humbly beſought; as alſo to ſtay the courſe of the deyices and injuſtice which is done 
to them of the ſaid Religion concerning their Schools. For they do continually raiſe 
Suits againſt them about the word Places, which is found in the Edi of Varres, 
when it is ſaid, that they may not have publick Schools but in the Towns and Places where their 
Exerciſe is permitted; there are many who have the rigour to deſire to oblige them to 
keep their Schools in the ſame place with their Exerciſe, 5.e. within the encloſure of 
their Temples : Notwithſtanding that King Henry the fourth expounded himſelf in this 
matter, by his anſwer to the paper of 1612, Art. 9. wherein he conſented that the 
Children of the Towns and Suburbs ſhould have Schools in the Towns and Suburbs 
where the exerciſe of their Religion was permitted - and that the Children of the Neigh-. 
bour Villages round about ſhould have Schools in the Suburbs. Wherefore to hinder us a 
vexation ſo ill conceived, his Majeſty is moſt humbly beſought to renew this explicati- 
on,and to declare,that by the places of publick Schools permitted to them of the P.R.R. 
he intends the Townes or Suburbs where the Exercize is publickly enjoyed, and whoj- 
ly extended to the Suburbs, Burrows, and Villages where they have the right of ex. 
erciſe, notwithſtanding all Decrees and Judgements to the contrary. 
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ARTICLE XLYIIL 


Sojourners with Miniſters. 


That the Miniſters of the ſaid Religion may not entertain any Sojourners ſave of 
the P. R. R. nor in greater number than two at atime. 


TP His is a thing which is not common to ſee Miniſters entertain Sojourners. But it 
was not expected that a Law of the Realm would have been made to hinder them. 
For every one may uſe his Houſe, his Table, and his Time as ſeems good unto bimſelf, 
provided he do nothing againſt the Eſtate. And it is not eaſie to imagine in what the 
Eſtate receives prejudice when Miniſters entertain Sojourners in their houſes. For all 
the Inſtructions which they can give them is only particular, which is no where forbid- 
den but in the Countries of the Inquiſition. It is only publick inſtruction which is limi- 
ted in France to the places where the publick Exerciſe of the P.R.R. is permitted. 
Yetintheſe authorized places Miniſters muſt at leaſt be permitted, to entertain as many 
Sojourners as they will to agree with the Edict. They who have ſuggeſted this Article 
ought to have thought that it was not worthy to be put into the Declaration of a great 
King, and for that very reaſon ought to be outed. 


ARTICLE. XLVIEE 
The Sick. 


That the Eccleſraſticks and the Religious may not enter into the houſes of the ſick 
of the P. R. R. if they be not accompanied with ſome Magiſtrate, or an l- 
derman, or the Mayor of the place, and ſent for by the Sick: in which caſe no 
hinderance ſhall be given unto them, Notwithſtanding it ſhall be per- 
mitted to the Rettor of the place aſſiſted with ſome Fudge, Alderman or Con- 
ful——to preſent himſelf to the ſick to know of him if he will dye in the P. R. R. 
or not, and after his Declaration he ſhall withdraw himſelf. 


Ere we have the moſt important Article of all the Declaration. There is nothing 
H more contrary to them of the pretended Reformed Religion,nothing more capable 
to trouble the publick Tranquility,nor to cauſe ſo deadly conſequences of all ſorts. For 
it isin Sickneſs, and above all, at the approach of Death, that men have the greateſt 
need of repoſe, and that trouble is to them moſt inſupportable ;, for that being other- 
wiſe ſufficiently toyled, they cannot indure to be moleſted in that Eſtate, nor to be 
hindred in the injoyment of the Peace and comfort of their ſouls, the Salvation whereof 
is then their ſole Intereſt, 

The Clergy in their other Articles have ſtriven to take from them of the P.R. R. 
the means to live, in this they come to deprive them of the liberty of dying in the pro- 
feſſion of their Faith, againſt thar ſo expreſs ſettlement of the Edit of Nantes in the 
14th Article of the Particulars, They of the ſaid Religion (faith it, ) ſhall not be obliged to 
receive exhortations when they are ſick, and nigh unto Death, whether it be by Condemnation of 
Fuſtice or otherwiſe, of others than they of the ſame Religion; and they may be viſited and com- 
forted by their Mumiſters, without being moleſted. And this point was judged to be of ſo 
great conſequence that the King ratihed it by his anſwer of 1636. Art. 19. For his Ma- 
zeſty there Ordained, roar the fourth Article of the particulars of the Edit of Nantes ſhould 
| be entirely obſerved, with injunttion to his Officers to hold their hand therein, on pain to anſiver 
| it 14 their proper and private names, Can there be any thing more oppoſite to the Declara- 
|| tion ? "The Edict of Nantes wills that the ſick of the P. R. R. ſhall not be obliged to 
| receive Exhortations of others than thoſe of their own Religion, and the Declaration 
on the contrary wills, that they be obliged to ſuffer the Pariſh Prieſts and Aldermen to 
enter into their Þ--1{es without their conſents, and without being called, How ſhall we 


agree 


_ - —_— 
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agree theſe two ſettlements ſo contrary ? For to ſay that the Declaration only permits 
the Pariſh Prieſts to preſent themſelves to the lick to know their minds, not to make 
any exhortations unto them, this Is in truth to ſay nothing at all. For where is the 
Pariſh Prieſt that ſeeing himſelf Maſter of the Chamber of a lick perſon, will not adyen- 
ture to ſpeak ſomewhat unto him for to gain him ? Aud if any atrempr to hinder him, 
what uproar and what Miſchief ſhall not follow upon it ? They will cry Rebellion againſt 
thoſe that aſliſt the ſick. They will pretend that they offer violence to the Pariſh Prieſt 
who making himſelf to be heard through the Windows, the neighbourhood and almoſt 
all the people will run thither ina tumult, break open the doors, throw themlelyes in a 
fury into the Chamber of the poor agoniling perſon, who ſhall at the ſame time ſee him- 
ſelf miſerably moleſted, all his Family terrified and diſcomforted,at whar time as he ought 
to be left in repoſe, to bethink himſelf of his Salvation. And how many other Miſchiefs 
will this permiſſion given to the Pariſh Prieſts draw after it? For the leaſt word that 
one can fy to them to free ones {elf from their urgencies and importunities ſhall be ta- 
ken for an attempt on his perſon ;, their perſons ſhail be ſeized who let fall any word 
wherewith they arenot ſatisfied, they will drag them to Priſon, they will in the con- 
cluſion condemn them to ſo great Fines and fuch rigorous reparations, as are to be ſeen 
by divers examples in many places. Humanity it telf ought to oblige unto more com- 
paſſion to Families who are in ſorrow, and not to eſtabliſh means to give trouble over 
and above toa wife that hath more than enough by the fickneſs of her Husband, or to 
a mother that is weeping over a Child ready to give up the Ghoſt, or to Children that 
have their hearts wounded for the fad eſtate of their Father. 

Furthermore, if a man be in a Phrenzy by the heat of a violent Feaver, and he in the 
diſtrattion of his ſpirit let fall any word conrary to his intention betore the Pariſh 
Prieſt; they will quickly lay hold on it as a good and formal Conyerſion, and thereup- 
on they will drive out of his Chamber all thoſe that attend him : They will hale away 
the Wife from her Husband, and the Husband from his Wite, under pretext that the ſick 
hath changed his Religion, and ought to have the liberty of his Conſcience. 

And if any perſon dyein this Phrenſie, they will ſeize on his Body, and interr hint 
aſter the Ceremonies of the C. A.R.R. though he neyer had any thoughts on it. Yea, 
and force his Children to leave the Church wherein they were born, and paſs over to 
that in which they pretend their Father dyed, by vertue of the 45th Article of this 
Declaration, which imports, T hat the Children of the Fathers, who departed in the R.C.A.R. 
Should be brought up in the ſaid Religion. But if the fick man eſcape, they will conſtrain him 
to go unto the Maſs, and hinder him from returning to the P. R.R. by vertue of the 
Declaration againſt the Relapſed, though he never thought in the leaft to quit his belief; 
and if he have ſaid any thing it hath been the pure effect of his Feayer, in a time when 
he knew not what he faid, and when he was not himſelf, And above all this, they will 
conſtrain his Children alſo to gounto the Maſs,in confequence of this Declaration, which 
in the 45th Article Ordains, That Infants whoſe Fathers have been Catholicky ſhall be brought 
up in the Catholick, Church. Is it poſiible to be any miſery like tothis ? 

There is alſo herein another inconvenience which muſt not here be forgotten : whicl: 
is, that the Pariſh Prieſts, when they preſent themſelves to the ſick, put to them cap- 
tious and artificial queſtions, upon delign to entangle and ſurprize them, for example, 
they will ask them whether they would not be of the true Faith ? whether they be not willing to 
believe the pure and ſound Dottrine ? whether they would not live and dye in the true Church ? 
and other fuch like things. To which, it a man anſwer only one, Yes, Immediately 
they take this word for an abjuration, and at the ſame time they put his friends from him, 
becauſe they pretend by this one Yes, that the man is become a good Roman Catho- 
lick. 

They muſt not pretend to put them of the P.R. R. into ſhelter againſt all theſe 
diſorders,by the preſence of the Judge and the Magiſtrate, whom the Declaration witls 
to accompany the Pariſh Prieſts. For the Parifh Prieſts? ;will chooſe the Judges and 
Officers according to their liking; and they will find many as ill-diſpoſed as the Pariſh 
Prieſts themſelves; and who far from moderating them, will puſh them-on to under- 
take any thing. So that their preſence inſtead of helping, many times will hurt, bc- 
cauſe it giveth more authority to that which he doth, and the lick and his friends are 
le able to cauſe a Judge to depart, than a ſimple Pariſh Prieſt. 

But if on the other hand the Pariſh Prieſt and the Judge tranſported with zeal, be 
minded to report the Declaration of the Sick otherwile than he hath made ir, what 
means hath he to make the truth known ? will he oppoſe the Teſtimony of his freinds 
and the ſtanders by ? why they will be ſuſpected, and ſhall not be believed to the preju- 
dice of the Judge and the Pariſh Prieſt. Neither ſhall they for the moſt part of the 
time ſerye themſelves of their Teſtimony , becauſe the Judges and Pariſh Prieſts do 
| | commonly 
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commonly ſend all people out of the ſick mans Chamber whereinto they enter, this is a 
Miſchief tor which there isno remedy. but by revocation of this Article. 

For the other Eccleſiaſticks and Religious, it may ſeem that the declaration doth not 
give them ſo much power,becauſe it wills that they be ſent for by the ſick. But at bot- 
tom this limitation 1s a fruitleſs remedy, for that when a Monk hatha mind to ſee a ſick 
perſon, he will always find perſons enough who will teſtify that he deſired and ſent for 
him; and experience hath already made us ſee ſufficiently that theſe witneſſes will never 
be wanting, in ſuch ſort, that upon their report, a poor lick perſon well ſetled in his Re- 
ligion,and that hath no deſign to change it, ſees thoſe perſons enter into his Chamber, 
whoſe preſence alone is capable to trouble his Sprrir. 

This Article therefore which concerns the ſick, being of ſo ſad and deſtruttive conſe- 
quence, and caſting them of the P. R. R. into dangers which they cannot think of with- 
out uttermoſt conſternation, they do demand with moft profound Humility, and yet at 
the ſame time with the molt vehement ardour of their Souls, the revocation thereof 
whole and entire. To becontent with a moderation herein wereto no purpoſe, becaule 
there needs no more than the leaſt ſhadow of permiſſion ro the Pariſh Prieſts to carry 
them beyond all Bounds. Witneſs the Declaration which permits them not to go into 
any ſick without a Judge or an Alderman, or a Conſul. And yet we ſee they go boldly 
beyond this Rule, and intrude alone into the houles of the fick; and in the ſame manner 
the ſimple Prieſts and Monks go without a Magiſtrate, and without calling, becauſe they 


have the power in their own hands, and they have nothing to fear whatſoever they 
enterprize. The King therefore may be pleaſed to conſider that the yoke which this 
Article impoſeth on them of the P. R.R. is unſupportable, and that he may diſcharge 
them thereof according to Jultice, without which it may be ſaid moſt truly, that they 
cannot any longer ſubſilt in the Kingdom, becauſe they have no longer any liberty to 
live or dy if repoſe. 


ARTICLE XLIX. 


Hoſpitals. 


That the poor ſick Catholicks and thoſe of the P, R. R. ſhall be recetved indiffe- 
rently into the Hoſpitals in all places, without being conſtrained by violence to 
change their Religion: and the Miniſters and others of the P, R. R. may 20 
and viſit and comfort them of the ſaid R. on condition that they make no Aſſem- 


blies, Prayers, nor Exhortations with a loud voice which may be heard by the 
other ſick. 


Gb end of this Article deſtroyes the beginning. For if it be not permittM to them 

of the P.R. R. to make Prayers nor Exhortations in the Hoſpitals which may be 
heard by others; certainly their ſick can neither be viſited nor comforted, and therefore 
cannot remain in the Hoſpitals. For it is well known in what manner the Hoſpitats are 
made; every ſick perſon hath not his Chamber apart ; thereare alwayes many together, 
and often two in the ſame bed. It is therefore impoſlible to ſpeak anto one withour. 
being heard of ſome others; and it comes all to one to exclude the P. R. R. from the 
Hoſpitals, asto receive them upon an impoſlible condition. 

, But over andabove this, the Clergy have alſo prepoſed another ſcope unto this Ar- 
ticle, which yet every one cannot perceive; fo going on to ſurprize them who pierce 
not into their ſecret intentions, for in cauſing it to be ordained, that the Catholicks and 
thoſe of the P.R. R. ſnould be received indifferently :1w Hoſpitals in all places ; This is fo 
hinder them of the ſaid Religion from aſliſting their poor ſick in their particular houſes, 
and to conſtrain them to caule them to be carried to their Hoſpitals, where the Priclts 
and Monks will not fail to belabour them, for to cauſe them to change their Religion, 
to that in conſenting that they may enjoy the Hoſpitals they conſent to nothing art all; 
becauſe they add thereunto acondition which takes from them in thoſe places the means 
of being viſited and comforted by their Miniſters. And at the ſame time forbid them 
thoſe houſes wherein they may beaſliſted in their bodies without prejudiceto the liberty 
ot their Conſciences, and conſolation of theic Souls. This Article therefore deſerves 
fo be reſcinded z and there is noneed to add any thing in this matter to the Edidt of 

Nantes, 
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Nantes,which in the twenty ſecond Article runs thus, That the Sick_and the Poor may be 
weceived into _ Hoſpitals, Spittles and Alms- Houſes, without difference or diſtintion 
ig regard ofthe ſaid Religion, 


ARTICLE; Is 
Infants Expoſed. 


That Infants which are, or ſhall be expoſed ſhall be carried into the Hoſpitals of | 
the Catholicks, tobe nouriſhed and brought up in the Catholick Religion. | 


—— 


AR T-ICLE. LL 


— 


—— 


Alms of Chapters. 


That the Alms which are at the diſpoſal of Chapters, Priors and Reffors, be made 
by themſelves, or by their Order at the places of their foundation, or Church 
doors, to the poor, as well Catholicks as thoſe of the P. R. R. and tha in the 
preſence of the Conſuls of the place. And as for Alms which are tobe diſtributed 
by Aldermen or Conſuls,they ſhall be dealt publickly at the Gate of the Town houſe, 
in the preſence of the Priots or Vicars of the place who may thereof keep Record. 


A ———————_— 


ANRITCLETLIL 
Adminiſtration of Hoſpitals and Spittles. 


CODED Wn—m——en—_— ————  —_—_ OT — _—— —— 


That the Hoſpitals and Spittles, of the foundation of Corporations be ruled by the 
\ - .; Conſuls of the place. |, 
pe7neg 


TT Heſe three Articles are altogether nſcleſs. 


D — RE —— 


ARTICLE LIK 
Feſtivals. 


That they of the P. R. R. yos and obſerve the Feaſts inſtituted by the Church, 
and may not on the dayes which are to be obſerved in thoſe Feaſts ſell nor re- 
tail in open Shops , and that their Handicrafts likewiſe work not out of their 
Chambers and Houſes cloſe ſhut on the ſaid prohibited dayes, in any Trade whoſe 
noiſe may be heard without by thoſe that paſs by,or by their Neighbours,according | 
to the twentieth Article of the Editt of Nantes, for which purpoſe the ſaid Feaſts | 


ſhall be publiſhed by the ſound of a Bell, or proclaimed by the diligence of the 
Conſuls or Aldermen. 


V Hat makes this Article here which is nothing elſe than the twentieth of the 

Edit of Nantes, wherein ſufficient proviſion is made for the obſervation of 

Feaſts? Notwithſtanding, the Clergy would not have given themſelves the trouble to 

copy out ſolong an Article for nothing : And this without doubt is their defign, Name- 

ly, to cut off the end of this twentieth Article of the Edict in which it is ordained, That 

the inquiſition after the violation of the Feaſts, ſhould not be made by any other than the Officers of 
I 


Tuſtice. 
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7ice. And in place of thoſe words they ſubſtituted theſe, That the Feaſts ſhould be de- 
{red by the ſound of a Bell, or proclaimed by the diligence of the Conſuls or Aldermen, but 
«his addition 1s of little benefit ;. inſtead whereof the end of the twentieth Article is ab- 
/olutely neceſſary to repreſs the ill humour of the Pariſh Prieſt and other Eccleſiaſticks, 
v;ho will pretend to be Competent Parties againſt them of the P. R. R. in the not obſer- 
vation of Feaſts, and who will bring againſt them an infinity of Suits if they be not 


excluded from this inquiry by attributing it to the Officers of Juſtice only, 
this Article of the Declaration niaking a breach upon the Edict ought to be expunged, 
tothe end that that of the EdiCt may abide in force. 


Therefore 


ARTICLE E-LIV. 


Sale of Meats on dayes forbidden. 


Phat they of the P. R. R. may not retail or ſell Vittaals publickly on the dayes 
which the Catholick Church hath appointed for abſtinence therefrom. 


His Prohibition 1s needleſly made againſt them of the P. R.R. For they will not 
give this occaſion of offence to the Catholicks. 


——— ttt 


AR IICLE LV. 


Ringing of Bells. 


That the Bells in the Temples of them. of the P. R. R. in the places where the ex- 
erciſe is permitted, _ to Ring from Holy Thurſday at ten of the Clock int 
the morning, untill Holy Saturday at mid day, as thoſe of the Catholicks are 
wont to do. 


F the Bells of thoſe of the P.R. R. were rung at diyers hours of the day - If they 
were in great number to make much noiſe - or had a ſhrill ſound, or had an har- 
monious chime like thoſe which are heard on the Feaſt dayes, and upon occaſions of Joy; 
it would be thought leſs ſtrange that they would impoſe ſilence on them ſo long as 
thoſe of the Catholicks are ſilent. But thoſe Bells which are never more than one in 
every Temple, and which ring not but one moment in the day, to give notice of the 
hour of the Sermon; and whoſe ſound is exceeding ſimple; thereis no more reaſon to 
cauſe the Bell to ceaſe which calls to the Temple, than that of the Clock which tells 
the hour of the Sermon and Prayers. 


ARTICLE LVI. 


Bells in Temples, in places of Citadels and Garriſons. 


That in Towns and Places where there are Citadels or Garriſons by our Order, they 


aforeſaid of the P. R. R. may not aſſemble by the ſound of a Bell, nor place 4- 
ny in their Temples. 


"Fre ſame deſign which the Clergy have already made appear in divers Articles, 'is re- 
markable alſo in this; It is this,that they would bring the Fidelity of thoſe of the 
P.R.K. into ſuſpition, as if there were ſome cauſe to fear that they would make uſe of 
their Bells, as a ſignal to betray the Places where there were a Citadel or a Garriſon. 
But the knowledge which his Majeſty hath of their inviolable zeal, and faithful affeCti- 
on which they have unto his Seryice, will cauſe him to pierce through all the vain Sens 
0 
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of unjuſt ſuſpitionz which they would give him, and to revoke an Articte ſo injurious 
to his Subjects whole obedience is without reproach, and who deſerve not in this point 
to be treated otherwiſe than the reſt of their fellow Citizens and Country Men. 


- 


AR 1L1-C:-L-E-LYE. 


Judgment of the validity of Marriages. 


And being we have been informed of certain attions occurring, not yet decided by 
any Decrees, to prevent altercations and differences betwixt our Catholick Sub- 
jeits and thoſe of the P. R.R. Je ordain,that the Marriages made and con- 
traited in the Catholick Chnrches,or before their proper Reftor ſhall not be judged 
but by the Officials of the Biſhops, who may take Cognizance of their validity oy 
invalidity. And if the ſaid Marriages be made in the Temples of thoſe 
of the ſaid Religion or before their Miniſters, in this caſe, if the Defender be 
a Catholick, the ſaid Officials ſhall have the Cognizance thereof in lake manner ; 
and if the Defender be of the P. R. R. the Royal Fudges ſhall have the Cog- 
nmizance thereof ; and by Appeal the Chambers of the Fatt. 


F'iis is a rude blow which the Clergy would reach the Edict of DVartes in favour 

of the Officials of the Biſhops. For the Edict in the 41 Article of the Particulars had 
ordained,that the Cognizance of Proceſles concerning Marriages ſhould appertain to the 
Judges Royal ; and by Appcal to the Chambers. of the Edict, then when both Parties ars 
of the P.R. R. not attributing the Cognizance to the Othcials, but when the one of the 
Parties 1s of the C.A.R.R. And ſo much the more if he be Defendant.But the Article of 
the Declaration is contrary hereunto in two manners. For firlt, It wills that the Mar- 
riages which are made before the Pariſa Prieſts or in the Catholick Churches, ſhould be 
judged by the Officials of the Biſhops, though the Defendant be of the P. R.R. Second- 
ly, this Article is couched in ſuch ſort, that even when both the Parties are of the 
P. R. R. It gives tounderſtand that notwithſtanding, if their Marriages were made in 
the Churches of thoſe of the C. A. R.R. or before their Papiſh Prieſts, it ſhould belong 
for all that to the Officials to take Cognizance and Judge thereof. Thus here they of the 
P. R. R. who are inno ſort at all juſtifiable by the Eccleſiaſticks, are ſubjected unto their 
Tribunals : and what may they expect from Judges prejudiced and paſſionate, but rigo- 
rous condemnations? This Article then takes them of the P. R. R. out of the 
hands of the Kings Judges, to put them in the handsof the Officials. This is properly 
to repeal the Edict, whote ſettlement in this matter is ſo Juſt and fo Reaſonable, that 
the new Commentator who hath imployed all his Spirits to endeayour to take away this 
Sacred Buckler of the Edict from them of the P.R. R. hath notwithſtanding ſaid no- 
thing at all to elude this 41 Article of the Particulars : on the contrary, he hath elſe- 
where confirmed it by the conference of Fleix;on the 23 Article of the Generals. So 
alſo the uſage hath alwayes been hitherto conformable to the Edict. They of the P.R.R. 
have hitherto never pleaded in cauſes Matrimonial , but before the Judges Royal and 
thoſe of the Chamber of the Edit. This is therefore an innovation, which the King 
out of the deſign which he hath to cauſe the Edift of Nantes ta be exaltly obſerved,without 
doubt cannot ſuffer. 


ART. LVIIL 
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ARTICLE LVII. 


Tythes infeoft. 


That Criminal Cauſes in which the Fecleſiaſticks are Defendants,may be handled be. 
fore the Royal Fudges and the Stewards, and in caſe of Appeal before the Par- 
liaments, and that the Chambers of the Fdict may not have Copnizance of 
the propriety nor of the poſſeſſion of* Tythes, no not of thoſe that are infeoffed, 
nor of other Rights, Dues, and Demains of the Church ; with Prohibition to 
the ſaid Chambers of the Edits to take any Cognizance thereof. 


' A LLthis whole Article was contrived by the Clergy for no other purpoſe tharr to 
A foiſt into it one word which doth claſh with the EdiCt, and enervate the powers of 
the Chambers appointed in fayour of them of the P. R.R. For the Edit having de- 
clared inthe thirty fourth Article, That the ſaid Chambers ſhould take Copnizance and judre 
Soveraignly,and without appeal by Decree privative to all others the Proceſs moved or. to be mc- 
wed, in which they of the P, R. R. were Parties Principal or Security, Plaintiff or Defendant, 
in all matters Civil or Criminal; it after adjoyns this exception ;, except notwithſtanding all 
matters of Benefices and the poſſeſſion of Tythes not infeoft &c. The Edict then takes not from 
the Chambers allowed them of the P. R. R. the Judgement of Tythes but when they 
are not infeoft, afd the Declaration on the contrary prohibits them the Cognizance of 
Tythes even infeoft. Is not this I, and nay, pro, and cor, Affirmative, and Negative ? 
Inaword, the moſt formal oppoſition that can be imagined ? if then the King will 
that the EdiCt. be exaCtly obſeryed,as cannot be doubted after the ſolemn proteſtation that 


he hath madethereof, it is impoſſible that this clauſe ſhould ſubſiſt, and it ought neceſſa« 
rily to be revoked. | 


ART I1HCEEEEI. 


Reparation of Churches and Presbyteries. 


That thoſe of the ſaid P. R, R. pay the impoſitions ordained as well for the re-edi- 
fication, and reparation of Parochial Chyrches and Reftories, as for the en- 
rertainment of Catbolick School-maſters and Regents; notwithſtanding that they 
may not be rated in regard of the Head-/1oney which may be ordained for this 
durpoſe, according to the ſecond particular of the Fditt of Nantes. 


"7 ſay commonly the end Crowns the Work : but here it deſtroys and ruines it. 

For we muſt remember that the Preface of this Declaration imported that it had 
for its {cope ro cauſe the Edift of Nantes to be obſerved, and the Decrces ſince inter- 
poſed according to their form and tenure. But the Clergy having loſt all memory of 
this Proje®t, ſuggeſts here an Article which equally repeals the' Edit, and all the De- 
crees which have hitherto treated upon this matter, which is the re-edification and repa- 
ration of Pariſh Churches, Reftories, with the entertainment of Cathslick, School Maſters and 
Regents. 

Tor as for the EdiCt of Nantes, it is ſo formal that it is an aſtoniſhment to any one, 
doubtleſs, to ce it cited in this place as conformable to this Declaration. Thus it ſpeaks 
in the ſecond Article of the Particulars, which is alledgcd in this place. They of the ſaid 
Religion may not be conſtrained to cuntribute to the Reparations and couſtruftions of Churches, 
Chappels,Preſoyterie;,uor to buy Ornaments for Prieſts, Lights,founding of Bells holy Bread,rights 
of Guilds, hiring of houſes for reſidence of Prieſts and Religions Perſons,and other ſuch like 1, 
ef they were net obliged by their Foundations, Endowments, or other Settlements made by rhem- 
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ſelves, their Authors and Predeceſſors, He that compares with'this Article of the Edit 
that of the Declaration, ſhall find betwixt them the moſt perfeCt contrariety in the 
World. 
The Edit of Nantes ſaith, That they of the P. R: R. may not be conſtrained to contri- 
bute to the reparations, and buildings of Chnrches and Presbyteries, and the Declaration 
faith, they of the ſaid Religion ſhall pay the impoſitions that are —_ for the re- 
edification or reparation of Pariſh-Churches or Parſonage-Houſes. Nor indeed is 
black more oppoſite to white, and the day to the night, than the Edit and the Decla- 
ration are in this point. 

Beſides, it is athing worthy of conſideration, that not only the Edict hath exempted 
thoſe of the P. R. R. from Reparations, re-edifications and buildings, both of Church- 
es, and Parſonage-houſes; but alſo the Author of the Edit Henry the Great, and 
Lewis the Juſt his Son, both of glorious and immortal memory, have afterwards con- 
firmed this exemption throughout, ſo many times as occaſion was preſented, as may be 
ſeen in their anſwers to the Papers of 1606. Art. 23, 1623. Art. 19, 1625, Arti- 
cle 4. 

And not only the EdiCt and the Royal anſwers which are the explications and ſequels 
thereof, have eſtabliſhed this right in fayour of them of the P. R. R. But alſo it is 
certain that the Decrees both of the Council, and Chambers of the Edi& have been al- 
way conformed thereunto. There are found four decrees of the Council that make 
Proofs of this. The firſt is of the fourth of March 1602. By which Francis Boxtillon 
| and others making profeſſion of the P. R.R. at Quellebeuf, were diſcharged of the re- 
edification of the ſaid Church at Quellebexf, and the Catholicks of that place,their Adver- 
faries were condemned to reſtore unto them that which they had paid,both the Principal 
and Coſts. The ſecond was offthe one and twentyeth of Auguſt following, by which the 
Inhabitants of the P. R. R. of Cond? upon Nozrean were diſcharged, without regard to 
the ſentence of the Baily of that place,of the rate ſet upon them for'the re-edification of 
the Church and Altar of that Burrow; with a prohibition to the Parſon and the Catho- 
lick Inhabitants to rate theny for thoſe reparations, on the pain of five hundred Crowns, 
and to anſwer in their own proper and private names. The third was of the twenty 
eighth of Auguſt 1623. which diſcharged the Inhabitants of the P. R.R. of the Coun- 
try of Bearn,from contributing to the reparation of the Churches and Covents of the Ca- 
tholicks,as well as the Catholicks from contributing tothe building and re-edification of 
the Temples of thoſe of the ſaid Religion; making thoſe two things equal and reciprocal 
the which Decree was enregiſtred by the Parliament of Pa, the firſt of July 1624. And 
agreeable to ſo authentick a ſettlement, my Lord the Count of Gramont, Governor and 
Lievetenant General for the King in his Kingdom of Navarre, and in his Country of 
Bearn, gave forth his Ordinance on the twenty third of Jave 1642. By which he con- 
demned the Jurats of the place of St. Suſanme to be arreſted, and carried to the Priſon 
of the Caſtle of Orther for having commanded the Inhabitants of the P. R. R. of that 
Place,to work in the reparation of the Pariſh Church there, and for having ſeized their 
Goods upon their Refuſal. The Fourth Decree was of the Counſel of the fourth of 
May 1650. by which the Inhabitants of the C. A. R.R. of the Pariſh of St. Thomas 
in the Town of St. Lo, were debarred upon their own proper Petition, tending to 
cauſe thoſe of the P.R.R. to contribute to the ſum of 5000. Livers, which was to 
be raiſed on the Pariſhioners in common for the re-edification of the Church of Saint 
Thomas ; notwithſtanding that the Catholicks alledged that the ſaid Church had been 
heretofore demoliſhed by them of the P. R. R. during the Troubles. 

As for the Chambers of the Edit, they have given like Decrees in ſo great number, 
that their multitude only hinders from citing them, ſo that this queſtion hath not been 
dubious in the Parliament of Normandy it ſelf, and the uſage of the Palais of that Court 
hath been ſo conſtant to diſcharge them of theP.R.R.that they Condemned them allo to 
pay coſts, who had the raſhnels to aſſail them in this matter of reparations of Churches 
and Parſonage-houſes,of which thoſe of the ſaid Religion have the Decrees in readineſs to 
juſtifie the truth of their Allegation in caſe there be need. What ſtrang ſurprize then 
i3 this to ſee at this day a praCtice of Juſtice ſo well eſtabliſhed to be changed all at one 
blow,and torepeal a Poſſeſſion founded on the Edict,on the Anſwer-Royal,On the Decrees 
of the Council and the Chambers of the Edict, without any one appearing to the con- 
trary, to the time of this Declaration. 

. The Preface of this Declaration it ſelf ſetting down——That what hath been Fudged and 
decided by the Decrees ſhould be firm for ever, and executed as a Law inviolable. A Maxim 
ſurely, which is one of the greateſt ſurpriſes that the Clergy have made upon the Juſtice 
of the King, as hath been (hewn in the beginning. But notwithſtanding that this Maxim 
cannot be received in other things, the ET DEG granted unto them of'the P. R.R. 
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in reſpect of the Churches and Parſonage houſes ought to paſs for a Law inviolable, 
ſince it hath been judged and decided in all occurrences by the Decrees of the Council 
and Chambers of the Edit; Decrees which are fo much the more indiſputable becauſe 
they are founded on the Law, which4s the EdiCt of NVantes. 

What can the Eccleſiaſticks then alledge for to colour their pretenſions ? All thay 
they have in their mouths is a yain conſequence which they draw by a falſe reaſoning,and 
which ſerves only to ſhew how 1 founded they are. They fay that they of the P.R.R. 
do indeed pay Tythes to the Parſons: and by conſequence they ought alfd to contribute 
to the Charges of Churches and Parſonage-houſes. Bur there can be nothing leſs reaſo- 
nable. For there is found in the Edi&t one expreſs Article which obligeth them of the 
ſaid Religion to pay the Tythes, But fo far it is from having condemned them to 
contribute to the repaires of the Churches, and building Parſonage-houſes; that on the 
contrary it hath one to. exempt them. "They cannot then argue rightly from tenths to 
reparations. And if one might draw a conſequence from the one to the other, they of the 
P. R.R. might as well have good grounds to.maingain, that becauſe they are exempt 
from Reparations, they ought not to be ſubject unto Tythes :as the other think they have 
good ground to maintain, that becaule thoſe of the {aid Religion are ſubjett toTythes, 
therefore they ought to contribute to reparations. 

But the principal - foundation of this affair 1s indeed, that they of the P. R.R. were not 
made ſubje&t unto Tythes but by the pure and only authority of Hezry the Great,who 
would have it fo that he might give that ſatisfaCtion to the Eccleſialticks; for at the bot- 
tom, the Pariſh Prieſts are not the Paſtors of them of the P.R.R. and do them no manner 
of ſeryice in Spiritual things; they are not bound to entertain them,but only their own 
Miniſters who take care of their Souls; which alſo King Herry the fourth knew fo well, 
that for to indemnify them inathing from which their Religion did exempt them; he 
was willing to pay them yearly the ſum of 45000. Crowns for the ſubſiſtence of their 
Miniſters, to the intent that this ſum might be in the place of the Tythes which they 
ought not to have paid. With what appearance of Reaſon then can they draw a conſe- 
quence from Tythes to Reparations; being the payment of Tythes themſelves is a 
charge to which they of the P. R. R. were ſo little ſubjeCt,that the King himſelf thoughe 
that it was Juſt for him to Indemaify them in that particular ? Would it not he a caſe 
very deplorable, that the money being taken away which was expreſly allowed them to 
mitigate their payment of Tythes ;' yet notwithſtanding nevertheleſs, the Tythes ſhould 
obtain to obligethem to Reparations ? And doth it not ſeem rather to be Juſtice to re- 
ſtore their Penſion of 450co Crowns for to recompenſe the Tythes which they pay in 
conſideration of that ſum, than to will that they be charged with new payments for Re- 
parations, frem which they are exempt by all manner of Reaſon ? 

It were in vain to pretend to make that limitation valid, which is found in the end of 
this Article, where it is ſaid, that they may not be Cottized, rated by the Poll, i.e. that. 
they may not be obliged to contribute, with reſpeCt to their Perſons; but only accor- 
ding tothe proportion of their Lands and Inheritances which they poſſeſs in their Pariſhes, 
ſo thatthey who have neither houſesnor Lands ſhould pay nothing. This isa very ſad 
conſolation, which regards only thoſe miſerable perions that have neither houſe nor 
home. And which is more, this ſort of rating is not ordinarily ſet, fave only on Inhe- 
ritances, ſo that to allow this exemption only to thoſe that have no eſtate in Lands, is 
to allow nothing in effect. The Edict it ſelf will not ſuffer a thought of this fruitleſs 
exemption. For can it be ſaid that when the EdiCt of Nantes exempts them of the 
P. R.R. from contributing to the Reparation of Churches and Parſonage-houſes, that 
its intention was only to diſcharge Perſons and not Lands? There is no appearance that 
any perſon would propoſe a thing ſo unreaſonable. For the Decrees of the Council and 
of the Chambers of the EdiCt alledged above do fully evince the contrary, by authentick 
deciſions which have been made in this matter during the term of more than threeſcore 
years; alwayes diſcharging thoſe of the P. R.R. which poſleſſed Lands purely 
and wholly of theſe Eccleliaſtick Reparations. Being then the EdiCt exempts the inheri- 
tances as well as the Perſons; it follows clearly that this new Declaration-in pronoun- 
cing that they of the ſaid Religion ſhouldnot be rated in regard of their heads, makes 
nothing at all for them, and that it cannot be otherwiſe looked on than as the ruine of 
The Articleof the Edict. A ruine which infallibly draws after it that of his Majeſties Sub- 
jets who profeſs the P. R. R. For this will be a ſure means for the Eccleſiaſticks to ſpoil 
them of their Eſtates: becauſe that out of hate to their Religion, the Parſons, Trea- 
ſurers and Guardians of Pariſhes will make them bear almoſt all the Charges of theſe 
Reparations; as is ſeen of late by experience. They invent even every day a thouſand 
crafty ſhifts, for to charge all the load of expences on them, and to diſcharge thoſe of 
the C. A,R.R. And it will quickly be found, if there be no remedy, that all the mony 
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which ſhould be paid to the King, or imployed to the publick weal, will go to the re- 
edification of Churches, and building of Par ſonage-houlcs,...ar trimuniag-up of Altars. 
-Fhis Article then is one of them, the revocation whereof is of moſt unportance, and his 
Majeſty fhalt do a thing worthy his Juſtice and his Royal bounty to condeſcend thereto, 
and to eyacuate the Decrecs and Judgements that have been given in conſequence thereof. 

Thus they of the P.R.R. jultify what ghgy taye undertaken ; maintaining that this 
whole Declaration of the ſecond of Aprill” 1666.” is compoſed of nothing elſe but 
Articles either frivolous which deſerye not to have any place therein, or contrary to 
the Edit of 7 andy canfeque rthy zo MygejedtedLas cdthry to his Ma- 
jeſties intentj Oo wal rehigperFea and Frevo Ede . cxattly ob- 
ſerved in his Rgmigjons. Pls great whdby-God'sexample,whoſe living lmage 
he is, hath no reſpect unto the appearance of mens perſons, and who heares the leaſt 


of his People as well as thg greatgſt of hi m, 4s belougpt rg-gige to-thele - 
tions, ſogſe ops ot that equitable ateFtion which he lows o all}Ekpſe who gn- 
lore hig Jaſtfce: tothe @d, that kpowig how.freaſonable the complaints of his Sab- 


Fitts of the P. R. R. are, he may revoke a Declaration which is the Tomb of the EdjCt, 
the work of the Hate and Animoſity of: the Clergy, the Ruine of the Liberty of Con- 
{cience, and a ſourſe of Infinite Miſchiefs Publick and Private, and which will bring to 
the extremelt miſery, more thana Million gf perſons, whoſe Religion Oomarngs nothing 
unto them after the ſervice of God, above Fidelity unto tlieir King 3-and whoſe carri- 


age hath made the whole World to ſee, that the zeal to be good Chriſtians,and that of 
being good French-men, is in their hearts iuſeparable. 
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SECOND 
DECLARATION 


The ſame Second day of April, 1666. Entituled 
AGAINST THE 


RELAPSED 


| AND 


BLASPHEMERS: 


EW IS, By the Grace of God, King of France and Navarr, To all thoſe to whom 
theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. Since it hath pleaſed God to give Peace unto 
Our Realm, We have applyed Our Cares to Reform the Diſorders which the licence of 
the War hath introduced , and becauſe the Violations of the Editts of the Pacificati- 

on were the moſt conſiderable, We have laboured to repair them exatt! by Commiſſioners, as 

well Catholicks as of the P. R. R, whom We have ſent for this purpoſe into Our Provinces, by 
whoſe Report We having underſtood that one of the greateſt evils and againſt which it was neceſſe 

to make ſome Proviſion, concerned the abuſe which hath been xa of late time, by which, 

many who profeſed the P. R.R. did abjure it to embrace the Catholick, and after they had 

participated of the moſt holy Myſteries, returned by a ſcandalous contempt and Sacriledge to their 
firſt Hereſie. As alſo, that thoſe who were engaged in holy Orders, wherennto they were obliged 
by Vows, me their Order, and forſook, their Monaſtery, to profeſs the P. R. R. againſt 
which We believed We had _ provided by Our Declaration of the Month of April 1663. 
having prohibited Our Subjetts of the P. R. R. who had once made Abjuration thereof, to pre- 
feſs the Catholick Religion, and thoſe who were engaged in the holy Orders of the Church, ard 
20 the Religious Men and Women, to quitt the Catholick, Religion, to take up the P. R. R. upon 
pretext whatſoever. But becauſe theſe Prohibitions without any Penalty, have not produ- 
ced the effett which We did promiſe onr ſelves, We were obliged to grve out a ſecond Declaration 
of the twentieth of June, the laſt Tear, 1665. By which We Ordained that the Relapſed and Apc- 
ſtates,ſhould be puniſhed by the Penalty of Baniſhment ,which Declarations have alſocontinued wih- 
ont effett, becauſe thoſe who were guilty of theſe Crimes ,betook_themſelves unto the Chambers of the 
Editt, notwithſt anding the CogniZance of that Fatt was appropriated by the ſaid Declaratior,, 
to Onr Parliaments, to whons for this purpoſe We had addreſſed them, and that under pretext 
that We had not preciſely forbidden the Cogniſance thereof unto the ſaid Chambers, to whons 
the Turiſdittion thereof conld not pertain,Onr Editts being not made in favour of them who were con- 
vilt of ſuch Crimes,no more than of Blaſphemies and Impieties uttered againſt the Myſteries of the 
Catholick Religion. Know therefore, that for theſe cauſes and other good conſiderations therennto 
| moviris Vs, By the Advice of Our Conncil,and 7h Our certain Knowledge,full Power and Royal 
'F Authority, We have ſaid and declared, and do by theſe Preſents, Signed with our hand, ſay «nd 


diclare,, 


. 
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declare, We Will, and it is Our pleaſure, that according to Our ſaid Declara* 
tions, all who are guilty and accuſed of the Crime of Relapſe or Apoſtacy, ſhall be 
judged by the Parliaments every one in his Precintt, and the Proceſs by them made and perfelt- 
ed, according to the Declaration of June 22, 1665. 4s alſo in like manner, they who are cor- 
vitted of Blaſphemy and Impieties uttered againſt the myſteries of the Catholick, Religion, with 
Prob*3ition to the Chambers of the Editt to take Cognizance thereof direftly or indiretily, under 
any pretext or occaſion whatſoever, under pain of nullity,and evacuation of the Proceedings, Coſts, 
Damages, and Intereſts of the Paggies, and greater, if need be, which our Attorneys of 
the ſaid Chambers ſhall take notice of, upon pain of anſwering therefore : giving Commandment to 
our beloved and leige Counſellors ng Our Courts of Parliament, Baylifs, Stewards, and all 
other Our Officers and Juſtices towhom it appertains, that they cauſe theſe preſents ro be Regi- 
ftred purely and ſimply ; and the contents thereof to be executed, kept and obſerved according to 
the form and tenure thereof , For ſuchis Our pleaſure. In witneſs whereof We have cauſed Our 
Seal to be put unto theſe Preſents, to the _— whereof credit is to be grven as to the Original, 
Given at St. Germains in Laye the ſecond day of April, in the Tear of Grace, 1666, And 
the twenty third of Our Reign. Signed, Louis and below. By the King Phelypeaux. 


Obſervations upon this Second Declaration. 


S this ſecond Declaration is brought forth in the ſame place and on the ſarhe day 
with the former, ſo is it conceived by the ſame Spirit. For the Clergy who ſug- 
ow the former, are alſo the Authors of this, and the Charatter of the Eccleſia- 
icks appears ſo vilible therein, that one cannot read it without perceiving immediately 
that it is their work, and that the Sacred name of his Majeſty was not ſet to it without 
a moſt evident ſurprize.. 

The Style alone of this Ordinance ſhews ſufficiently from whom it doth proceed, we 
need only conſider the terms it makes uſe of, to -ayouch that it is not the King that 
ſpeaks therein. For the P.R.R. is therein called Hereſie ; they that have quitred ir, 
and return thereto, are named Relapſed: The Prieſts and Monks which embrace it, 
Apoſtates and Sacrilegious; and thoſe that ſpeak at all as they think of matters in Con- 
troyerſie, are qualified as Blaſphemers againſt the myſteries of the Catholick Religion. 

All France knows that ſince the EdiCts of Pacification, our Kings have never expreſſed 
themſelves in this manner, and there is not found any Declaration, Decree or publick 
vw. that have uſed theſe injurious terms. On the contrary, the Edit of Nantes in its 
ſecond Article hath forbidden all thoſe of the one and other Religion ro outrage or offend 
one another in Word or Deed, enjoyning them to contain themſelves aud to live peaceably together 
as Brethren, Friends, and fellow-Citiz.ens,upon pain upon the Tranſereſſors to be puniſhed as infrin- 
gers of the Peace and diſturbers of the publick, Repoſe, which was no other than a renoyation 
of the Ordinance made in the Year 1570, by Charles the ninth, Confirmed by Henry 
the third in his Edits of 1576, and 1577. and found fo Juſt and Neceflary by 
Lewis the thirteenth Father of his Majeſty, that he would expreſly re-iterate the ſame 
in his Declaration given at Blois, in the Year 1616. How 1s it poſſible to cauſe thi 
prohibition to be executed, and to hinder them of the Catholick Apoſtolick Religion 
from outraging in Word and in Deed thele of the P. R.R. if the Declarations then'- 
ſelves which bear the Kings name, treat the Religion and Belizt of the latter as Hereſic ? 
Fog is it not to Authorize the other to call them Hereticks ; a term which without con- 
tradition is an injury of all otifer moſt outragious, and moſt capable to wound the 
hearts and provoke the Spirits of men: and ſo far off is this odions name from conſiſting 
with the deſign of their living together as Friends and Brethren, that ic is certain that 
it is capable to make Brethren and themſelves irreconcilable enemies. 

The Wiſdom and Juſtice of our Kings have cauſed them to condemn formally this fa- 
Ctious name of Hereticks, and ſometimes to imploy the Authority of their Ordinances 
to baniſh it from the Writings and Language of their SubjzCts, 1a reſpe&t of them who 
profeſs the P. R.R. This may be ſeen by the anſwer of Henry the Great to the four- 
rteenth Article of the Paper preſented unto him in 16e2. by thoſe of the P. R. R. who 
complained that contrary unto the tenure of the ſeventeenth Article of the Edit mary 
Preachers, and the Alvocates of the Parliaments of Tholouſe, Bordeox, Province and Bii- 
tain, and other Benches of their Precintts did licence themſelves to hold ſcandalous diſcourſes,cal- 
ling them of the ſaid Religion Hereticke, Crs was enjoyned the Attorneys Caneret 
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an.4 their Subſtitutes thereof to inform ex offc:o on pain to anſwer it in their own proper 


p1 ivate names, It may be ſeen alſo by the antiver of the ſawe King to the ſixth Article 


ot the Paper of 1604. For they of the ſaid Religion having conceived that in the great 
Church of But, there was left an inſcription made, during the troubles, in which 
wete thele words, ab Hereticis Huguenotis ,, It was laid that a Commiſſion ſhould be given 
out tothe Steward of Bazas for to cauſe them to be put out. 

Above all, the anſwer of Lewis the Juſt to the third Article of the Paper of 1615. 
reviewed and ratified by that of the third and ſixth of Afay 16 16. is extreamly conkh- 
derable. For they of the P. R.R. who ſaw that the Clergy would ſerve themſelves of 
the Oath which the King made at his Coronation to extiypate Hereſies to animate him, ur;- 
to their rvine, demanded that it would pleale his Majeſty to declare that this Oath did 
not reſpect them at all,nor imported any prejudice to the liberty of the Edicts of Pa- 
ciication wade in favour unto them; it was anſwered in theſe terms, The King hath not 
intended in the Oath which be took, at his Coronation to comprehend thoſe of the P. R. R. livins 
in this Realm, under the benefit of his Edits, 

ls it not then a thing wonderful ſtrange that againſt the ſettlement of ſo many Edidts; 
againſt the Declarations of four Kings, and particularly thoſe two great Princes, the 
Grand-Father and Father of his Majeſty ; againſt the uſage of ſo many Years, and ſer- 
timent of a whole Age, the Eccleſiaſticks have enterprized to give the P.R.R. thede- 
{aming Title of Hereſie, and toxauſethem who make profeliion of this Doctrine to 
pas for Hereticks ina Royal Declaration ? 

They have done it without doubt to make themſelves a Diſpenſation from the obſer- 
yation of the ſeventeenth Article of the EdiCt, which forbids all Readers, Preachers and others 
who ſpeak, in publick., to uſe any words, talk, or diſcourſes tending to ſtir up the People to Sedi- 
tion; enjoyniag them to contain and comport themſelves modeſtly, and to ſay nothing but what 
might tend to maintain the Repoſe and Tranquihity eſtabliſhed within the Kingdom. For havin 
by ſurprize cauſed the Kings Declarations to talke after their manner, what will they, 
not allow themſelves in their Chaires? What Licence will they not inſpire into their 
Auditors ? What avyerſation and hate will they not draw upon thoſe whoſe Peace the 
Edict did intend to procure ? Since aſter this their Countrymen conſidering them under 
the Maſque of Hereſie, will look on them no longer but with horror; and the example 
of the Parliament of Bretaigne, teſtifies very well how far this impreſſion may carry men. 
For amongſt the Parliaments of France this is one of the moſt eager againſt them of 
the P.R.R. and the Condemnation of Adounſeinr de Ia Touche whom they cauted to be taken 
and burnt with cruel Torments for a Crime whereof he neyer had a thought, and of 
which the Proyidence of God was pleaſed to juſtifie him after his death in an admirz- 
ble manner, is but too ſad a proot ; and others no leſs convincing may be alſo alled- 
ged. Theſe traniPorts are the Conſequents of the Licence which this Parliament hath 
alwayes given it ſelf to treatthem of this Religion as Heretick , of which it hath taken. 
{© [trong a habit, that it condemned the laſt year by a Decree, the Bayliffs deputy of the 
Town of /irre in 21 Livers Fine, for baving ordained joyntly with other twoCa- 
tholick Judges that the termof AHereſie imployed in the Writs of a Conplainant ſhould 
be raled out. They of the ſaid Religion complain unto his Majeſty of this unjuſt De- 
cree, and humbly demand of him the revocation of it; and they alſo at the ſame time 
do beſeech him to prohibit the Eccleſiaſticks and all others, and particularly the writer 
of the Gazets, whoſe writings are the more dangerous, becauſe they paſs into all pla- 
ces of Europe, to blaſt them by the name of Hereticks, being it cannot but tend to 
cauſe Sedition 1n the Eſtate, and to make Union and Concord amongſt bis Majeſties Sul- 
jets to become impoſlible, 

But though the Stile of this Declaration in which it delivers it ſelf be ſtrange, cer- 
tainly the ſettlements which it contains are no leſs, and the Paſlion of the Eccteſ;- 
lticks is here manifeſted without any coyerture. . For herein they ſpeak of three forts 
of Perſons, of the Relapſed, Apoſtates, and Blaſphemers of the Myſteries of the Ca- 
tholick Religion. The two firlt are condemned to be Baniſhed out of the Kingdom ; 
and the Cognizance of the Procels to be made againlt all the three, is taken abſolutely 
from the Chambers of the Edicts, and attributed intirely to the Parliaments. So it is, 
that the Clergy thruſt forward and advance alwayes their enterp1izes againſt them of 
the P.R. R. to throw them at lalt, if they can, into deſpair. For in the Month of .4- 
p14l, 1663. they have gotten a Declaration by ſurprize, againſt thoſe whom they call 
Relapſed and Apoſtates. But that ſaid nothing at all of thoſe others whom they 
call Blaſphemers againſt the Mylteries of the Catholick Religion, Afterwards in the 
Month of Jie 1665. The Clergy ſuggeſted another Declaration to expreſs and fix the 
Penalty which they would impoſe upon thele pretended Relapſed and Apoſtates, caufing 
them to be condemned unto perpetual Banyhment. But the Chambers of rhe Edit 


Were 
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were 19t forbidden to take Cogaizance thereof. In the end the Animoſicy of the Cler- 
gy being not yet farisfied, and fearing they had n9t yer got force enough to Baniſh 
thoſe our of the Realm whoſe abode in France is to them inſupportable; they would 
give thein the laſt blow in 1666. Procuring this Declaration, which leaves 
them no means who ſhall be accuſed for Relapſed or Apgſtates, or Blaſphemers againſt 
the Catholick Religion,to bring themſelves betore the Chambers of the EdiCt, to the end 
they may find no thelter any where againſt the ardour of the purſuit of their Adyerſa- 
ries, 

[tis eaſie to ſhew that in all thzſe Heads the King is impoſed on, and that they haye 
ſurprized him in his Religion and Equity, 


Of the Relapſed. 


As for the Relapſed, the Eccleſiaſticks haye given his Majeſty to underſtand, as it 
appears by the firſt Declaration of the Month of April 1663. That he ſhould not ſuffer 
the profanation and impiety of thoſe who for the conſiderations of Marriaves and other like 
Motives,after they ha4 made Avjuration of the P.R.R. and prof on of the Catholick, Religion 
turned to their firft error. And certainly it is true that thoſe who out of an tmpious and 
profane ſpirit, Sport themſelves ſo with the Myſteries of R. or that ſeek only to de- 
ceive the World with a dillembled profeſlion and for intereſts meerly humane, are infi- 
nitely condemnible and deſerye to be puniſhed exemplarily. But under this pretence, 
the Clergy, by a viſible artifice have caufed a general Law to be made againſt thoſe who 
weuld return unto the profeſſion of their firſt belief , whatſoever thetr motive be, and 
although their return be altogether dilintereſſed, and though they have no other end 
of their change than the repoſe of their Conlciences. 

In this the ſurprize appears manifeſtly. For, is it credible that the King would 
force by the ſeverity of his Ordinances and by rigorous penalties, a perſon wounded in 
bis Soul, to ſtay againſt its reſentments in a Religion which it eſteems not good, and 
wherein it hath no hope to be ſaved? If a man through infirmity, or ignorance, or by 
ſome temptation which dazles his Spirit and fſurprizes bis heart, ſuffers himſelf to be 
tranſported to quit his Religion, and afterwards a ſerious refletion, or more ample in- 
ſtruction, give him apprehenſions, and perſwade him that he cannot be ſaved but by re- 
entring into the Church from which he was departed ; is it poſlible that any ſhould de- 
fire either to conſtrain or puniſh him whilſt he acts by this Principle, and hath no other 
motive but the diſcharge and duty of his Conſcience ? 

His Majeſty knows that of all things in the World, Conſcience is moſt free, and that 
theauthority of thoſe Soyeraigns whoſe Yoak is born by the whole earth, pretend not 
to havea right to conſtrain it. If St. Bernard had not faid it in his time, That Faith is 
to be perſwaded and not to be commanded, ( fides ſuadenda eſt non imperanda.) Reaſon it ſelf 
hath ſpoken it enough; and the example of the King of Kings affords us thereof a 
good proof. For this adorable maſter ro whom the whole World oweth obedience, 
hath never imployed the Terror of his Thunder, nor the greatneſs of his Authority 
to vblize men to believe his Goſpel. He hath not uſed in this his deſign any thing but 
the truth of his Myſteries and the Preaching of his Apoſtles. Faith (faith St. Paul, Rom. 
IO. 17.) 5 by hearing, and bearing by the word of God, he faith not that Faith is by hear- 
ing of Declarations, nor of Decrees, ror of Menaces, but of that Divine Word whoſe 
perſivaſion alone is capable to beget it 1n mens Spi: its. 

How then would they put on the King to enforce man by the terror of his Baniſhments 
to continne in that Religion which he approves not ? For what can come of this con- 
ſtraint ? But only that be ſhould be inwardly of oneReligion; and outwardly of ano- 
ther; that is to ſay, that he ſhould be an Hypocrite, Sacrilegious,and impious who pro- 
phanes two Religions at once; who doth violate the one by the tffoughrs of his heart, 
and the other by the words of his mouth, and actions of his body. Or to ſpeak more 
truly, he will be a man without Religion. For hethar ſerves himlelf of two Religions 
at once hath none at all, and diſfers very little from an Atheiſt. The King himſelf can- 
not have confidence in him, nor be aſſured of his Fideliry. For how ſhall one believe 
that his obedience was fincere towards his Prince, whilit it is diſſembled towards 
God ? 

Finally, the Edict of Nantes needs only to be conttdered, for to avouch that the De- 
Caration intituled againſt the Relapſed, can be nothing elle than a ſurprize, For it is 
manifeſt that that Edit gives an entire Liberty of Conſcience without exception to them 
of the P. R. R. without diſtinguiſhing of thote that ate born 12 it, and thoſe that come 
Over tO it, betwixt them that haye alwayes followed it, and thoſe that return after they 
haye quitted it for ſome time. The 
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The ſixth Article of the Generals exprelſeth it ſelf in theſe Termz, That we may 
not leave any occaſion of troubles and differences among ſt our Snbjetts, We have permitted and 
do permit them of the ſaid P.R.R. to abide mn all the Towns and Places of this our Realm 
and the Countries under our Obedience, without being inquired after, vexed, moleſted, nor con- 
ſtrained to do any thing in the mAters of Religion hs their Conſcience, nor by reaſon thereof 
to be ſought ont in their houſes and Faw where they are pleaſed to dwell, According to this 
Axticle then all thoſe that are of this Religion of what ſort foeyer they be, may dwell 
ſafely and peaceably in their houſes; and the Declaration on the contrary Baniſheth 
them from all places of the whole Realm, one part of them of that Religion, 5. e. thole 
who return thereto after ſome ſlight change. 

The firſt Article of the Particulars 1s alſo more conſiderable and more expreſs. 
For it gives ſuch an extent to this liberty of Conſcience , that no perſon is 
therefrom excluded, making uſe of theſe words, The ſixth Article of the ſaid Editt, 
ronching liberty of Conſcience, and permiſſion to all his Majeſties Subjetts to live and abidein this 
Realm, ſhall take place and be obſerved according to its form and tenure, as well for Miniſters 
and Schoolmaſters, as for all others who are, or ſhall be of the ſaid R. whether they be Inhabi- 
tants of this Kingdom, or others. It cannot be doubted, that this Settlement doth com- 
prize thoſe whom they call Relapfed, fince it ſpeaks not only thoſe which are, bat thoſe 
alſo which ſhallbe of theP.R.R. authorizing alſo thoſe perſons that may return there- 
unto hereafter, as well as thoſe who have not departed from it at all. 

This hath been ſo conſtant from the time of rhe Edit, that the EdiCt it ſelf wills, 
that this Liberty of Conſcience ſhould be extended unto thoſe who before were return- 
ed tothe P.R,R, and that it hath in it one Article to hinder all inquiry after them, 
notwithſtandingany ſecurity that they might have given for aſſurance of the contrary. 
This is in the ninth Article, which imports, That thoſe of the P.R.R. ſhould not be a- 
ny ways conſtrained, nor continue obliged, by reaſon of any abjurations, promiſes, or Oaths which 
they | pie made heretofore , or ſecurities that they had given, concerning any matter of 
Religion, and that they might not be moleſted or troubled get wh" in any ſort whatſoever. It 
js therefore withoutall reaſon that any one ſhould make uſe of this Article againſt them, 
who after the EdiCt, re-aſlume the Religion which they had abjured, as if the intention 
of the Law-giver had reſpeCted that only which was paſt. For before the Edi, the 
Liberty of Conſcience not well eſtabliſhed throughout the Realm, -and the Records be- 
ing full of Decrees, of Arreſts againſt the Bodies, and other rigorous ſentences againſt 
thoſe, who notwithſtanding their abjurations and ſecurities had changed once more, it 
was therefore neceſlary to provide for that. But by the Edi this liberty being ſo 
plainly and generally granted to all people, as is ſeen bythe Articles already rehearſed; 
the thing was not afterwardsany more in queſtion, and there were no more Sureties to 
be taken of thoſe who after their abjuration ſhould change in the future, for that they 
were compriſed in the common liberty of all perſons within the Realm. 

It isnot poſſible to have any doubt of this matter, when it is conſidered, that untif 
the Declaration 1663, there was never any inquiry nor purſuit made againſt thoſe who 
returned in this manner. An indubitable proof that they were within the terms of the 
tenefit of the Edit. Otherwiſe we muſt accuſe all the Attourney-Generals, and all 
their Subſtitutes to have been ignorant of their duty, or not to have executed their 
Office for ſo long a ſpace of time. And how come the Eccleſiaſticks that are ſo aftive, 
and ſo vigilant againſt thoſe who depart from their Communion to enter into another 
which they hate, to have flept ſo many years without enterpriſing to diſquiet them 
by Juſtice? That Decree it ſelf given by the Council of Eſtate, September 18, 166, 
to declare that the Ordinance of the King againſt the Relapſed, might have no effect re- 
troaCtive againſt them who before were returned from the P.R.R. is an evident tc- 
ſtimony, that this is a new Lav contrary to the intention of the EdiCt, that ſince the 
Edit until then there had been no purſuit made againſt rheſe perſons, and that they 
had not pretended only fo much as to have right to do.For he that hath aCted againſt the 
Law, is a debtor tothe Law. Being then they have let paſs ſixty five years, without 
demanding any thing againſt the pretended Relapſed, it is concluded that they were 
not Debtors, and that they had not tranſgreſſed the Edit ; Saris eſt argument; nibileſſe de- 
bitum Nevio, quod tam dix mhil petivit. Orat.pro Quinto. It is argument enough thar there 


is nothing due unto N&411s, becauſe of ſo long time he hath demanded nothing. As the Roman 
Orator ſpeaks. 


of 
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Of Apoſtates, 


The ſame reaſons which have been alledged for thoſe whom they named Relapſed, 
ferveequally for thoſe whom they qualific as Apoſtates. - For the liberty of Conſcience 
is acqured. by the EdiCt to all forts of perſons, whether Ecclefiaſticks, or Laicks. 
Where the queſtion was of regulating the Intereſts of the Eccleliaſticks, who before 
the Editt changed their Religion, there was nothing at all touched concerning their Sub- 
ſſtence, or abode within the Realm, becauſe that was preſuppoſed as certain and aſſured, 
by the Liberty of Conſcience given univerſally unto all;” but proviſion was only made for 
their Marriages to declare them good and valid; and the ſucceſſion to their Moveablcs, 
Purchaſes and Acquiſitions were confirmed to their Children by the thirty ninth Article 
of the Particulars. ls it poſlible that the condition of theſe Perſons is made worſe by 
the Edit which is the foundation of the ick Liberty ? 'This 1s a thing not concei- 
vable; and notwithſtanding that would thteto paſs, if the Marriages of the Eccleſi- 
aſtick and Religious Perſons which were re the Edi, being authorized; it were 
not permitted to others who would imitate them at this day, to live only in France, 
and to continue in the poſſeſſion of their Goods. | 

This were to bring them back to be under the Yoak of the Edi@t of Charles the Ninth, 
That Edi& which was made in 1563. inthe midſt of the height of the Wars, and in 
the greateſt averſation of Spirits. For in the twelfth Articleit is ordained, that the Prc- 
feſſed Religions Men and Women who had liberty given them to depart(out of their Monaſteries) 
during, and ſince the Troubles, ſhould return to their Monafteries, to live there according to the 
Conſtitutions of the C. A. R.C. Otherwiſe they ſhould be obliged to depart the Kingdom. Its known 
that this Edict and all thoſe that followed were abrogated by that of Varres,in the ninety 
firft Article ; ſo that this were to bring back the ſettlement of the Edit 1653. and to 
evacuate that of Names which had annulled the other. 

The Eccleſiaſticks themſelyes ought to hinder them of their Orders from being thus 
handled, by the Maxim which they teach, That the intention of the Prieſt is neceſlary 
to the Sacraments. For what intention can they have who are retained by conſtraint in 
a Religion which they believe not to be Orthodox ? For this cauſe it is to be hoped that 
his Majeſty ſeeing things by Lights much clearer than thoſe of paſſionate Perſons, will 
re-eſtabliſh that Liberty which they inforce themſelyes ro very ill purpoſe todeſtroy, and 
that he will find that it will not be juſt to condemn unto Baniſhment the Eccleſiaſticks 
who would embrace the P.R.R. Being they recompence the Miniſters who abandon it 
and allow them Priviledges, and aſlign them yearly Penſions. 


Of Blaſphemers of the Myſteries of the Catholick Religion. 


We cannot promiſe our ſelves leſs Juſtice towards thoſe whom they would have to paſs 
for Blaſphemers againſt the Myſteries of the Catholick Religion. This is a point of the 
higheſt importance, and which throws them of the P. R.R. into mortal Allarms. For 
by theſe Myſteries of the Catholick Religion, they mean without doubt the Doctrines 
and Ceremonies with which they of another Communiondo not accord. So that all the 
Sermons of their Miniſters, all their Books of Controverlic, all private Diſcourſes of 
theſe diſputed matters, (hall hereafter be treated as Blaſphemies and Impieties. So that 
they may never hereafter pretend neither to ſpeak of theſe things in their Chaires, aor 
to write thereof in their Books, nor-to conferr about them upon the moſt juſt and inc- 
vitable occaſions. There muſt therefore be no more Liberty for them in the Kingdom. 
There can be no more for them any ſort of Security, They muſt of neccſlity 
either be Cowardly or Prevaricators,in not daring to ſpeak of their Faith; or miſerable,in 
expoſing their Lives at every word which they ſhall dare to pronounce in maintainarice of 
their Belief. To eſtabliſh this rigour were infallibly to baniſh them all out of the State, 
which is a rigour impoſſible to be reconciled with his Majeſties intention. For being in 
France,the Liberty is left them of the P.R.R. to believe and to profels their Doctrine, 
it follows of neceſlity that that of ſpeaking allo be allowed unto them. The Language of 
the Mouth ought to be conformable to the apprehenſions of the heart,and the profeſſi- 
on of any Doctrine cannot be otherwiſe made than by words; which are thereof the 
natural image and portraiture. | | 

This 1s the Reaſon alſo why the Clergy knowing well that the pretended Crime of 
a Blaſphemer againſt rhe Myſteries of che Catholick Religion, even as thoſe of the Re- 
lapſed and Apoſtites, were no other than © ee Crimes ; they believed that to attain 
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to their deſign, of cauſing them to be puniſhed, it was neceſlary to take away the Cog- 
nizance thereof from the Judges who are obliged to keep cloſe to the Edict, and who 
knew how they of the P. R.R. ought to live and ought to ſpeak; upon this account 
they have cauſed the Chambers of the Edict to be prohibited to Judge in theſe matters, 
that they might attribute it only unto Parliaments, and to the great Chambers, as the 
Declaration'imports, of which complaint is now made. 


Of the Prohibition made to the Chambers of the Edif, to take Cognizance of 


the Relapſed Apoſtates, and of Blaſphemers againit the Myſteries of the 
Catholick Religion. 


Of all complaints which can be made by 
can give them more fear and more diſquiet, 
in this matter, at his Majeſties feet, beſeeckypg him with extreme conſternation that he 
would have pitty on them. For to ſend theſe back unto the Parliaments,of whom this De- 
claration ſpeaks, is an aflured means, notonly to deſtroy them, but to deſtroy all thoſe 
of that Religion; for hereafrer to deſtroy a perſon of that Profeſſion, it will need only 
to impute unto him that be hath held ſome diſcourſe againſt the Myſteries of the Catho- 
lick Religion, tothe end that he may be brought before the great Chambers, whereof 
the greateſt part of the Judges are ſo animated, that it fafficeth with them to be 
of the P. R.R. to make him Criminal and puniſhable in their Spirits. They will min- 

le alſo this ingredient even 1n all the cauſes of them of the ſaid Religion, fo that there 
ſhall not be any more any Chambers of the Edict for them, and all their affairs ſhall be 
brought before the Parliaments. This is to repeal the great deſign of the Edict, and to 
givethem of the P. R.R. cauſe to fear that they ſhall not be ſuffered any longer in France. 
For that they might enjoy any repoſe, the Edit of Nantes judged it necellary to take 
them out of the hands of the Parliaments, and to allow them particular Chambers, where 
Fuſtice might be done them without ſuſpition or hatred, as the thirtieth Article of the Ge- 
nerals doth ſpeak. ; 

How great then hath the ſurprize of the Clergy been in this ' point? and of what 
reaſon can they ſerve themlelyes to cauſe the Chambers of the Edictto be prohibited to 
judge of thoſe whom they name Relapſed, Apoſtates, and Blaſphemers ? For being 
they have given unto theſe people ſuch names as they pleaſed; and conceived an ation 
againſt them under the Idea of the greateſt Crimes,therefore the rather according to the 
EdiCt, ought the Chambers ordained for them of the P. R. R. take Cognizance thereof, 
with excluſion of the Parhiaments. For the thirty fourth Article of the Generals im- 
ports, That the ſaid Chambers ſhould take Cognizance, and judge Soveraignly and with final dc- 
termination by Decree, privatively to all others, the Proceſs and Differences moved and which 
ſhall be moved, mm which they of the ſaid Religion were Parties, Principal, or Security, Plain- 
tifs or Defendants m all matters Civil or Criminal. 

The fiftyſecond Article in confirming this Settlement,addes thereunto a clauſe deciſive 
in theſe terms, The Article of the Furiſdzition of theſe Chambers ordained by this preſent Ediit, 
ſhall be followed and obſerved according to the form and tenure even in what concerns the execu- 
tion and not execution or violation of onr Editts, when they of the ſaid Religion ſhall be Parties. 
Fromthis an invincible Argument may be drawn, for the action of them whoin they call 
Relapſed, Apoſtates and Blaſphemers, is either a violation of the Edit or not: If it be 
not, then is it not to be inquired after, nor condemned, nor puniſhed. If it be, it 
ought then to be ſent back tothe-Chambers of the Edi@t, to whom alone, as competent 
Talon belongs the Juriſdiction of the inexecution or violation of the Edidts. 

One may ſay,that the Law-giver —_— theſe very aſlaults which the Clergy would 
one day make againſt the Juriſdiction of theſe Chambers, he hath been deſirous to pre- 
vent, them by all means poſſible. For not content with the two Articles which have 
been already repreſented, he hath made another alſo, which is as it were the laſt Seal 
of his will : /zhibiting, faith he, and forbidding all our Soveraign Courts and others of our 
Realm, to take Cognizance of, or Judge Proceſs Civiles or Criminals of thoſe of the ſaid Religion, 
whoſe Cognizance ts by our Eaitt attributed tothe ſaid Chambers, provided that the reference therc- 
of be by them demanded. 

Art. 64. Can there be now a contrariety more formal than that of this Article and 
the Declaration ? That prohibits all the Soyeraign Courts of the Realm to take Cog- 
nizance or to Judge of the Criminal Proceſs of them of the P. R.R. And this Ord!- 
nance reverſing it, wills that all guilcy and accuſed af the Crime of Relapſe, Apoſt ſic, or 
Blaſphemies uttered againſt the Myſteries of the Catholich. Religion, ſhall be judzed by the Par- 


laments 


zem of the P, R.R. there is not any that 
this, and therefore they caſt themſelves 
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liaments every one in his Precinft;, with Prohibition to the Chambers of the Edift to take Copni- 
zance thereof direttly or indirettly, under what pretext or occaſion ſorver, upon pain of yallity, 
evacuation of proceedings, Expenſes, Charges, Damages and Intereſts of the Parties, and great= 
ter if need require. 

The Eccleſiaſticks then can never attempt any thing more highly againſt the Edict, 
then in ſuggeſting this Declaration; and it is clear that they had not purſued thus far, 
but to the end their Prey might not eſcape them, becauſe the animoſity of the Parlia- 
ments is ſo great againſt them of the P. R. R. that they are infallibly loſt, if they be 
left intheir power. There have been infinite vexatious expericnces had of this ; and 
that we may not paſs from the matter that is here in queſtion, a Decree was made by 
the Parliament of Tolouſe, Feb. 23, 1665. againſt one named Fohr Gayrard, who had 
forſaken his Religion, and was returned on the ſecond of April, 1662. a year before 
the firſt Declaration againſt the pretended Relapſed. Notwithſtanding by this Decree, 
he was condemned ro be del;vered into the hands of the Execationer of the Haut Tuſtice to be 
led with a Halter ahont his Neck, in his Shirt, his Head and Feat bare, on a Lords day before 
the Cathedral Church of Montauban, at the cloſe of the great Maſs, where being on his 
knees, he ſhould ack Pardon of God, the King, and Juſtice for his miſdceds, be baniſhed the 
Town and Shrievalry of Montauban, for three years,and condemned in a huxdred Livers for 4 
Fine, and in the Charges, and ſent back te the Conſuls of Montauban to cauſe this Decree to 
be put in Execution. 1n purſuit whereof, having been re-cloſed three Months in the 
Priſons of T oloxſe, he was led to that of IMfontanban, where he hath becn ever ſince, and 
there he is at prelent. So it comes to pals that this Parliament gives it ſelf all licenſe, 
not only to ſurpaſs the rigour of the Declarations, in turning one part of his Baniſb- 
ment into a reparation much more infamous and inſupportable ; but which is more, 
they have condemned a man, who according to the Decrce of the Council of Eſtate, of 
the 18th of Seprember, 1664. ought to have been abſolved and diſcharged of all penal- 
ties, becaule he was re-entred into his Religion a Year before the ficſt of the Declarati- 
ons by which they would prevail againſt him. 

But we need not be ſurpriſed at this proceeding of the Parliament of Tholouſe. For 
in all times it hath made appear in all ſorts of occaſions and exceſſive hate againſt them 
of the P.R.R. So far,that King Charles the I X. having ordained by his Edict of 1570. 
that untill ſuch times as the Chambers of the Edit ſhould be Eſtabliſhed, they of the 
ſaid Religion might refuſe in the Parliaments four Judges of the Chamber, whercin. 
their Proceſs were depending without expreſling any canſe, and without prejudice to 
the ordinary right of Chalenges , but as for the Parliament of Tholoxfe, it was declared 
to be wholly refuſable in proceſs, wherein they of that Religion were intereſted. And 
in caſe they could not agree of another Parliament, it was ordered that the Partics 
ſhould be ſent back to the Court of Requeſts, to be there Judged with fival determina- 
tion. Afterward in the Year 1573. when the Towns of the P. R. R. gave Hoſtages 
to the ſame King, it was Decreed that they might be ſent to any Towa of the King- 
dom which it pleaſed him ſaving that of Tholoſe; the Royal authority,the publick Faith, 
and the Law of Nations, being not judged a ſufficient warrant from the violence of 
that Parliament. Alſo in the EdiCt of 1577. which in the 32, and 33. Articles did im- 
Port that the Catholick Officers ſerving the Chambers of the Edict were to be taken from 
the Parliaments, that of Tholouſe was excepted, and it was ordained that the Catholick 
Commillioners of the Chamber of the Edit in Languedoc, ſhould be taken from other 
Parliaments, or from the Grand Council, which was executed m that fort, till the Par- 
liament being diſpleaſed to ſee themſelves ſo Chaſtized, promiſed to moderate it ſelf and 
to do Juſtice. But they have not obſerved their Promile, and have alwayes continued 
to give ſuch great proofs of their ill will, that there is now no more cauſe to truſt them 
than heretofore. The grief is, that the other Parliaments have imitated their example, 
and a certain ſpirit of fierceneſs and averſion hath ſo pre-polleſſed them for ſome time, 
that they of the P.R.R. can well ſay, that they and their Liberties are at an end, if 
they mult abide under a Juriſdiftion fo contrary and averſe. Witnels the Decree of the 
Parliament of Remes againſt Fames Caillion Seinr de 14 Touche, and the Parliaments'of 
Pan, Bordeaux, and Rowen, have done of late things which render thern no leſs formida- 
ble. 

The King therefore who will not ſee his Subjects to;perih miſerably,of whom he knows 
himſelf that he hath no cauſe to complain, will be pleaſed to revoke this rigorous De- 
claration which ſubjects them unto Parliaments, in many of which there are not ſo much 
as any Counſellors of the P.R. R. for to defend their innocence. He will maintain 
of his Juſtice and equitable Goodneſs, the Chambers of the Edict in their power, with- 
out permitting any breach to be made upon their Juriſdiction. He will remove the Pro- 
hibitions gotten by ſurprize againſt thoſe who are painted out under the name of Re- 
lapſed 
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lapſed, Apoſtatcs, and Blaſphemers, leaving to all his Subjedts full liberty of Conſcience, 
which the Edicts confirmed by his Majeſty have eſtabliſhed throughout the Realm ; and 
for that perſon named Gayrard in particular, your Majeſty is beſought to cauſe him to 
be freed from Priſon, by evacuating the Decree made againſt him by the Parliament of 
Tolonſe, and ordaining that the warrant of his impriſonment be cancelled and the Gaoler 


conſtrained by all forts of means, and even arreſt of his body it ſelf to ſuffer him to de- 
Part. 


A brief Table of the Eſtate of thoſe of the Þ.R. R. 


Aſter all theſe ſeveral obſervations which a hard neceſiity hath in a manner haled fron 
the breaſt of thoſe of the P.R. R. It is now eaſie to judge unto what extremity they 
are reduced, and how deplorable their condition 1s, if the King to whom they look as 
their only ſupport on Earth do not ſufter himſelf to be touched with their ſupplications 
and their Teats. Forat length,what can be thought of their Eſtate ? 

They behold the moſt part of their Temples to be condemned and demoliſhed in all 
the Provinces of the Realm, ſo that a poſſeſſion of threeſcore and ten years and titles 
authentick could not ſave them. They dare no more correſpond one with another, 
nor write of their affairs. Their Miniſters dare not Preach, without expoſing them- 
{elves to the peril of being informed againſt to the Juſtices, for not having ſpoken with 
all reſpect of the Catholick Religion. They cannot any more cauſe any Books to be 
Printed to defend their Doctrine, without the permiſſion of the Magiſtrates and conſent 
of his Majeſties Attorneys,which makes the Impreſſion impoſſible. They have no more 
liberty to hold their Colloquies for the conduct of their flocks, and for the exerciſe of 
their Diſcipline. In the interval of Provincial Synods, it is forbidden them to receive 
any Candidates, to the end that their Churches may often remain whole years without 
Miniſters; and conſequently witheut conſolation,without Sermons, without Sacraments. 
The Synods National are refuſed them, or conſented to at ſuch diſtance from one ano- 
ther,that they ſerve for little elſe than to make them feel their Miſery; and in the mean 
while they hinder them from calling one Provincial Synod after another, for the affairs 
for which they provide. TheSchools are taken from them in all places, and they can- 
not any- longer cauſe their Children to be inſtrufted by Maſters unſuſpefted. Their 
Children themſelves are raviſht from them every day to be thrown into Cloyſters, and to 
heap up the meaſure of this evil uſage which 1s ſufficient to cauſe pity in the moſt in- 
ſenſible, their Fathers are condemned to pay a Penſion to thoſe places where they be- 
hold them with moſt bitter ſorrow. All wayes of getting their Liveli-hoodare denyed 
them. For they are excluded from all Charges, from all profeſſions, from all Arts, 
from all the molt mechanick Trades ; And if one of them be received into any myſte- 
rv, it isa grace fo rare as it doth not deſerve to beaaccounted of, and is bought ſo dear 
zhat the profits of his Trade will not of a long time equal the expence he muſt be at 
ro enterit. They have not only taken from them the means to gain their bread, but. 
:hey have alſo brought in innovations to hale from them that little Eſtate which they 
polleſs, by conſtraining them to contribute to the charges of Chappels and Guilds, to 
the re-edifications and reparations of Churches and Parſonage-houſes. They are not al- 
ſured of their Lives themſelves, becauſe that in Criminal Proceſs they do not permit 
them to be brought before the Chambers of the Edict, and they ſubject them to the Pre- 
{dial Courts in caſes Provoſtal, or to Parliaments and great Chambers in pretended 
Crimes of Religion. The liberty of Conſcience which is granted unto them is ſo ſtraitned, 
!Hat itisno longer a Liberty, bata Rack; becauſe they that perſiſt in their belief, 
do not ſpeak of it withont fear of being accuſed of Blaſphemy, thoſe who quit it can- 
not return to it without being driven out of the Kingdom for ever - and the Eccleſi- 
aſticks who would embrace it, have not at all permiſſion to ſay it, ſo that they are ne- 
ce{ſarily obliged to chuſe Baniſhment or Diſlimulation ; Credidi, propter quod locutus ſum, 
Pſal. 116. have believed, therefore have I ſpoken, is no more a good Maxim for them, 
they muſt hold the quite contrary ; Credid: propter quod tacui, 1 have believed, therefore have 
I been filent. Theſick of this Religion themſelves cannot be comforted in repoſe. The 
Pariſh Prieſts may trouble them without Penalty in their very beds; and there procure 
unto them agonies more cruel than thoſe of Death it ſelf, finally, they are ſtill purſued 
even after Death, and cannot promiſe themſelyes to be quir of their travels in their 
Coffins. Becauſe for the moſt part they take away their Burying-places, and they muſt 


ſuſtain incredible pains who bring them to their Grayes, ſo difficult dothey make their In- 
Ferrments, 
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Sechere a lively Pifture of the unhappy State of thoſe of the R. R. they preſent 
it to his Majeſty, with aſſurance that it need only to make him know theſe things for 
to receive the effects of his Juſtice. Hitherto the Church-men have hihdred him from 
ſceing the Miſeries of thoſe whoſe ruine they deſire. They themſelves who ſuffer haye 
been ſilent ont of reſpe&t, hoping that their Patience would ſweeten or weary the 
hatred of their Adverſaries : But the exceſs of their grief hath this day conſtrained 
them to ſpeak, and to offer this ſad draught to the eyes of their Prince. They hope he 
will have compaſſion of their Miſery, and his Royal goodneſs having a ſence of their 
Evils, will conſent urito fome Remedy, _ s CS PH ANT 

And that which principally promotes this hope is, that the remedy which is neceſ- 
fary for them is the ſelf-ſame which the King hath proteſted to have in his intention, 
to wit, To cauſe the Edift of Nantes to be exattly obſerved. This is all they demand of his 
Majeſty; they require of him no other fayour at all than the obſervation of that impor- 
tant Edit, which the beſt and moſt zealous Catholicks haye named 
the Eſtabliſiment of the Kingdom of God amongſt the French, The #t!o5. | 
Law of Concord and Uriion, The true Cement of Peace, A holy %e» 
and Sacred Law, A work worthy of the grear King who made it, Conference des 0rdo- 
And which deferves not only to be imprinted in Books, but alſo to nts & Edits roy- 
be engraved in the memories of all them who deſire the Peace and ©» &* 

Welfare of France. | | Wu 

But ſeeing it is the Kings pleaſure to cauſe the Edit to be Religionſly obſerved, 
they of the R. R. will to that end addreſs here two Supplications to this great- Mo- 
narch, with all the reſpe& which is due to his Sacred Majeſty. *."-: tk. 

1. That the Eccleſiaſticks hereafter may not be permitted to make themſelyes their 
oppoſite parties neither in the Council, nor in Parliaments, nor before other Juriſ- 
dittions when any thing is in hand that concerns the Execution or Violation of the E- 
ditts : For it cannot be hoped that the EdiCt eyer will be obſerved hereafter in the 
Kingdom while theſe Church-men (whoſe Authority is ſo great, and whoſe name alone 
is ſo Puiſſant and revered by the ſpirits of the Judges ) ſhall become adverſe Parties 
againſt them, whoſe Religion renders their perſoris odious and prejudiced. This is 
one of the Principal Springs of the Grievances and Griefs which are brought upon 
them, and there can never be Peace nor Repoſe for them in the Nation, if this man- 
ner of dealing take place ; fer the Eccleſialticks do hate them with an ardour which is 
almoſt unſeparable from their CharaQters ; if they continue in this Allowance and Li- 
berty, to make themſelves ex profeſſo, their Adverſe Parties, as if it were a Duty in- 
cumbent upon them, they will ring thus, Suits and Vexations againſt them to an infi- 
nite wn This alſo the Edit of Nantes did provide for. For in the 17, 20,21, 29. 
Articles, where it ſpeaks of inquiries touching the violations of the EdiCt, it is always 
ſaid, That it ſhould be by the Kings Officers, to exclude therefrom the Eccleſiaſticks. 
And by the Anſwer of Lewis the 13th. unto the 12th Article of the Paper of 1611. 
it is expreſly imported; That the Pariſh Prieſts ſhould not make themſelves Parties in 
the non-obſervation of Feaſts, agreeable to the 2orb Article of the Edit. If the Pa- 
riſh Prieſts be excluded from this Inquiſition, becauſe they find it to make for their 
latereſt,to make proceſſes againſt the Proteſtants upon this point; by the ſame Reaſon 
ought not the Clergy in general to be rejeted as uncompetent Proſecutors, touchin 
the violations of the Edict, heing it:is ther, great. Intereſt and one of their Princi 
Satisfactions to trouble them of this Religioti, and to ruine them with all their Powers ? 

The order of Juſtice alſo requires, that Eccleſiaſticks meddle not with things but 
what are purely Spiritual. It cannot be withont paſſing their bounds and without at- 
ternpting ), agg rize dangerpus to the Eſtate, for them to intrade' themſelves into 
Politick Afairs, ſuch as are the violations of Edits. It is their part to defend their 
Do&trine by their Sermons and Writings, but as for the Intereſts of State, it becomes 
the Kings Miniſters and Officers only to manage them. The Eccleſiaſticks have no 
Right, they have no qualification or call to this affair; All that they have to do is to 
become denunciators againſt them that are culpable. But the Action and the Purſuit 
belongs unto his Majeſties Officers, andthe Clergy cannot pretend to it;"wntefs-they witt 
confound Spirituals with Temporals; the diſtinction whereof 'is ſo neceſſary for the weat 
of Kings and Kingdoms. To the end therefore that theſe things may be left in their due 
order and ſtation, and that the root of a thouſand Tronbles otherwiſe inevitable may be 
pulled up, they,of the R.R. do inſtantly beſeech the King, That the Eccleſiaſticks may 
contain themſelyes in the FunCtions of their Charges, and that if any be guilty of 
any violations of the Edicts, the enquiry after them only may be made by competent 
Parties, who are the Kings Attornies, as it bath been always praCtiſed. 
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2, The other Supplication they preſett. ey his Majeſty M That he "would" tike 
care to recall or reduce the two Declarations 6 f April, 1666+ (add others ſuch like wade 
fince.)to the terms of that inviolable Edit,b reyoking | ofe things which are contra- 
ry thereunto , and that he. would be pleaſed at the, fate time to make known his Will 
therein, by the meaiis and way of, a Declaration, . 

For that ſhall quiet all and opt me wouth of borh Citho] icks? nd Religionaries,it will 
reduce them to their formerState,of f Tranquility an Cota chithey 3 injoyed on both 
ſides for many yetrs;clle ſich new ſarreptitious Ordo Gran ro your Matckec ithout 
due and impactjqhinformation)will he a Precedent and [nlet and aces 4 will 
Prove ſubver; fp ntal Law and Ed fo, A, by, your, gon and wiſe Pre= 

Celfors th all advice and toaſkke of the States of a} Realm;and. which was by 
yout Mijeſty often allowed and ratified; ſo that Fe Reprof would follow oye ot 
and *pubIick oppreſſions,without. the red eſs or, due Repreſe on hs Bur. 


which would bang the Judgments of upon, your Majeſties, 

(which Gad farbidhan Ro deſtray, and.ſcatter a, great part. of. any 
dyce their Adyerſaries to thoſe Extremities SY -them which Tab quietgd this Natian 
for” Years, ind that could have nd, but % 

Reconciling andSacxed EdiCt of Names, , .. 


- that Impartial 
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